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Missile found at Aden airport 

pon city^rf Ade/'Sl/r^a^m” l" 

passenger lounge earlier this wJTi 

said Saturday. Airooit emnin'^^^^ secunty sources 

others at the LiSTereTouS^ 

was discovered Wednesday said fhe^ 
not want to be identif^^u??her^-^^“^^^^^^ 
officials believe it was a secunty 

ers of the eX 

souicesdidnotgivedeiaUsofilS^'^'^l' 

it was to be fired. Sophisticated rrJSf i‘ *’ ?*■'' 
by remote control Yemen an^ ™ssiles can be fired 

of about 15 million in^e south^n 
an Peninsula haa w!S.esLd°rc vTl ' 

unrest since the northern and southern ^sTfh^ 
country were united in 1990. ^ 
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Hizbollah attacks Israeli patrol 

MARJAYOUN (.AFPj — The Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
on Saturday attacked an Israeli pauol in South Lebanon 
but caused no casualties, said the radio of Israel's proxy 
militia the South Lebanon Army (SLA). The attack with 
automatic weapons and onti-tai^s missiles took place at 
Beit Yahoun. in the central sector of the Israeli-occupied 
'^security zone" in South Lebanon, said the radio. A 
Hizbollah spokesman in Beirut claimed the attack, saying 
it caused casualties among Israeli ranks.On Thursday 
Israeli warplanes raided Hizbollah positions near Baal- 
bek in Lebanon's Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley only 
hours before the five-nation truce monitoring comminec 
held its first meeiing.The raids came after a 20-year-old 
Israeli Sergeant Tehauhu .Asian was killed Tuesday and 
two other troops lightly hurt in a Hizbollah mortar attack 
on the western sector of the ‘‘security zone” 
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Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


Government and Parliament 

deadlocked over bread price 

Decision expected after King’s Saudi visit accompanied by Kabariti 

Legislative committee wants Lower House vote on proposals 


By Tareq A1 Momani 

and P.V.Vivekanand 

AMMAN — Negotiations between 
the government and Parliament 
remained deadlocked on Saturday 
over a proposed increase in the price 
of bread and restructuring the subsidy 
system after both sides refused to 
budge from their respective positions. 

A Royal Decree was issued mean- 
while endorsing a set of recommenda- 
tions by the Council of Ministers con- 
cerning subsidies for wheat and fod- 
der. 

Signs earlier in the day indicated 
that the dispute between the legislative 
and executive authorities over the 
price of bread was solved, and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
announced the new prices and a sys- 
tem of indirect compensation to pro- 
tect the needy from the impact of the 
hikes. 

But. after a meeting later in the day 
between Mr. Kabariti and a parlia- 
mentary committee charged with han- 
dling the issue, it emerg^ that the two 
sides could not reach agreement. 

Informed sources said a final deci- 
sion on the issoe was expected to be 
taken only after LCs Majesty King 
Hussein returns from a visit to Saudi 
Arabia begiiming today. Mr. Kabariti 
will accompany the King on tbe visit. 

In his meeting with the committee 
from the Lower House of Parliament 
at his residence, Mr. Kabariti present- 
ed the government's views and pro- 
pose new prices of Arabic and other 
types of bread. But the committee 
members refused to accept the propos- 
als and insisted on its own recom- 
mendations which were earlier sub- 
mitted to the government: and thus the 
deadlock. 

In remarks after the meeting. Samir 
Habashneh. chairman of the commit- 
tee, said discussions with the govern- 


ment on the issue would continue, but 
stressed that the panel would not 
budge from its position. 

Mr. Habashneh said the panel also 
insisted that its recommendations be 
put to vote in the full House. 

The committee has offered two 
options: 

— Setting a price of 130 fils for a 
kilogramme of Arabic bread, up from 
the present S5 fils, and the govero- 
meni will pay direct cash compensa- 
tion only to beneficiaries of the 
National Aid Fund. 

— Setting a price of 150 fils a kilo- 
gramme of Arabic bread, and the gov- 
ernment will pay direct cash compen- 
sation to all those who are entitl^ to 
subsidy coupons under the system in 
force at present for sugar, rice and 
powdered milk. 

In contrast, the government pro- 
posed setting a price of 1 SO fils a kilo- 
gramme of Ar^ic bread and 220 fils 
for other types of bread and direct 
compensation of JD 1.28 per head per 
month to every Jordanian. 

In a meeting held in Irhid with heads 
of local councils. Mr. Kabariti 
announced the new prices, but the Jor- 
dan News Agency, which carried the 
prime minister’s comments, later 
withdrew the report. 

The increase in prices of bread was 
warranted by a hike in the 
iniemationid prices of wheat that sky- 
rocketed the deficit in the fiscal bud- 
get to around JD 150 million so far 
this year. If the situation continued 
unchanged, according to estimates, 
subsidies could be close to JD 200 
niiJIioo by the end of tbe year. 

This would in turn pose serious 
question marks on the economic 
restructuring programme that Jordan 
is following in agreement with the 
Internationa Monetary Fund (IMFj. 

Bread was specifically targeted for 
an increase in prices because, officials 


point out, it is a commodity which is 
being smuggled out heavily. A consid- 
erable amount of bread is also wasted, 
with many livestock broedera opting 
to feed their animals with bread. 

The parliamentary committee han- 
dling question of subsidies for 
bread is placing the issue as a priority 
item for discussion at a session of the 
House on Wednesday. The committee 
is hoping that 24 deputies who are 
boycotting the session over a related 
controversy would attend the session 
and that vote could effectively end the 
dispute with the govemmenL 
However, Mr. Kabariti. replying to 
questions raised by deputies in earlier 
House sessions on the issue, has said 
that the government was not bound by 
Parliament's decisions on the issue in 
view of the provisions in the Constitu- 
tion and related legislation adopted in 
1992 place such matters under the 
direct Jurisdiction of the executive 
authority. 

Information Minister Marwan 
Muasher said Saturday that the gov- 
ernment would also reduce customs 
duties on sugar and rice imports to one 
per cent from five per cent in a bid to 
encourage private sector imports of 
the commodities. 

The government has already decided 
to end the monopoly of the Ministry 
of Supply on imports of sugar, wheat 
and powdered nuDc;: — ■ ■ 

The issue of subsidy has been turoed- 
into a political tug-of-war between the 
government and opposition deputies 
in Parliament, mainly the Islamic 
Action From OAF) party. 

lAF deputies have said they would 
like to call a confidence vote on the 
government over the issue although 
such a motion cannot be entertained in 
the current session of Parliament since 
the Royal Decree which called tbe 

(Continoed on page 7) 




Levy due in U.S. 
on private visit 

TEL AVIV (AFPi — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
is due in the United States on 
Sunday f(X' a private visit, offi- 
cials said Saturday. Mr. Le \7 
is due to attend a marriage in 
New Yoik during the 48-hour 
trip and is not expected to meet 
vA\h any U.S. government 
ofGdals. they adekd The for- 
eign minister, reportedly furi- 
ous at being by-passed on for- 
eign policy issues by Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu, bt^cotted Fri- 
day's weekly cabinet meeting. 

Dole nam es Kemp 
as r unning mate 

RUSSELL. Kansas (AFP) — 
Republican presidential hope- 
ful Bob Dole formally 
announced Saturday he bad 
selected ex-housing secretaiy 
and eistwbfie rival Jack Kemp 
as his vice-presidential nin- 
ning mate. ‘TWs is day one of 
a ^eat team effort.'* Dole 
said at a rally here. ‘This cam- 
paign will end with victoiy on 
No\'ember 5, 1996." "These 
are two four-letter words you 
can teach 3 ^our children: Dole- 
Kemp.” file often wry Dole 
quipp^ (see earlier story on 
page 4). 

Sabbath protests 
continue in Bar Ban 

WEST JERUSALEM (AFP) 
— TVto tiiousand ultra-ortho- 
dox Jews squared up to 
thousand opposing leftwing 
protesters on a main 
Jerusalem street on Saturday 
in pronesis over reject for the 
Sabbath, the Jewish day of 
lesL For tbe sixth week run- 
ning uIira-tHtiiodox jMoresieis 
dressed in IS* century robes 
lined one side of Bar Dan 
street. 


Iraq demands complete 
lifting of U.N. sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agenciesj — 
Iraq called on Saturday for 
a complete lifting of the 
economic embargo against 
it as the Ltnited Nations 
was preparing to loosen the 
sanctions by allowing lim- 
ited sales of oU to pur- 
chase food and medicines. 

"The embargo must be 
lifted, because it is against 
international law.*' the offi- 
cial daily A1 Iraq said. “If 
the embargo was linked to 
Iraq's entrance into 
Kuwait, it should have 
been lifted once Iraq left 
this country.” 

“But it is clear, after all 
these years of the embargo, 
that it is an American- 
Zionist decision which is 
not linked to the uiterescs 
of the international com- 
munity,” the newspaper 
added. 

“The continuation of the 
embargo represents an 
increase in losses for 
countries who suffer from 
it, that is why the circle of 
countries opposed to it is 
growing,” AI Iraq said. 

The U.N. Sanctions 
Committee on Thursday 
formally adopted technical 
guidelines for a May 20 
oil-for-food deal after 
Washington decided to 
drop its objections to pro- 
posals for implementing 
the accord. 

Under tbe deal. Iraq will 
be allowed to sell S2 bil- 
lion of oU every six 
months under strict 
intemadonaJ control to 
raise money for badly- 
needed food and medicine. 

Newspapers in Baghdad 
on Saturday ran large head- 


lines approving of the 
deal, saying it came despite 
"obstacles created by the 
United States, which 
caused worldwide con- 
demnation.'' 

The oil-for-food deal is a 
temporary exception to 
help ease tbe suffering of 
the Iraqi people. 

The oil embargo is to 
remain in force until Iraq 
has complied with U.N. 
disarmament resolutions 
Haring from Baghdad's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and the 1991 Gulf 
war when a U.S.-led coali- 
tion routed Iraqi troops 
from tbe emirate. 

Saddam Zeban Al Has- 
son, director-general of the 
State Oil Marketing Organ- 
isation (SOMO), said Iraq 
was ready to export oil as 
soon as the United Nations 
sent to Iraq the overseers to 
approve oil contracts and 
the monitors to ensure that 
the plan worked properly. 

!r^ was in the process of 
concluding oil sale con- 
tracts with European, 
American and Asian com- 
panies, be said. 

“We have met with these 
companies and they have 
expressed their ftiil will- 
ingness to buy Iraqi oil. We 
are only waiting for CU.N. ) 
procedures to be complet- 
ed in order to sign con- 
tracts.” Mr. Hassan said. 
Exports would begin “very 
soon,” be added. 

Over the last few weeks 
Baghdad has been the 
venue of oil talks by busi- 
nessmen form iTVirkey, 
France, Italy, South Korea, 
Jordan, Egypt, Algeria and 


other countries seeking 
either to buy Iraq's oil or 
sell food and medicine in 
line with the agreemenL 

Iraqi newspapers said on 
Satui^y a large group of 
Turkish businessmen was 
in Iraq meeting officials 
from different ministries 
trying to conclude business 
deals. An Algerian delega- 
tion is holding talks with 
Iraq’s trade ministiy to sell 
food and medicine. 

Mr. Hassan said Iraq's oil 
export outlets — tbe 
pipeline from northern Iraq 
to the. Turkish Mediter- 
ranean port of Ceyhan and 
Mina M Bakr terminal in 
the Gulf — were ready for 
operation. 

“Our (oil) pons and facil- 
ities are completely ready 
for export. Our port in the 
south, Mina Al Bakr, and 
tbe Hirkish Ceyhan pon 
are ready,” he said. 

Iraq, whose partial oil 
sale is estimated between 
7(X),000 to 800,(X)0 barrels 
per day (b/d), intends to 
export 450,0()0 b/d via 
T\jikey and the remainder 
through terminals on die 
Gulf. 

TWo 7\iiki5h ministers 
will visit Iraq on Sunday 
for talks on reopening the 
oil pipdine between Iraq 
and Turkey and bilateral 
trade ties, tbe AnatoUan 
news agency said. 

The agency said Justice 
Minister Sevket Kazan and 
Education Minister 
Mehmet Sa^am would go 
to Iraq but did not say how 
long t^y would stay. 

haq demands complete 
lifting of UJ4. sanctions 



ULSTER MARCH: Protestant Apprentice Boys march across the Craigavon Bridge into Londonderr}' on Mon- 
day to be greeted by a sculpture depicting the Protestant and Catholic faiths shaking hands across the divide. 
The Apprentice Boys re-routed their mar ch in Derry staying away from the city' walls but said they would walk 
the when they were ready (Reuter photo) 


233 freed 

under 

amnesty 

AMM.AN ( J.T.) - Two hun- 
dred and thirty-three pris- 
oners. both and 

noh-Jordanians, are being 
released from Jordanian 
prisons under an amnesty 
maiking the 44th annix'er- 
saiy of His Majesty King 
Hussein's accession to tbe 
Throne. 

A statement issued by 
Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat said the prisoners 
included all those held 
under administrative deten- 
tion at Jweideh, Qafqafa 
and Beirein. 

In compliance with the 
order, the director general 
of the PubUc Security’ 
Department, Lieutenant- 
General Nsoub Muhieddin, 
has instructed prisons to 
immediately carry out tbe 
minister's instructions, the 
Jordan News , Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

The anniversary of the 
King’s accession to the 
Throne faUs on Aug. 11, 
ma ridog the day when then 
Prince Hussein became 
King of Jordan in 1962. 

The day is a public holi- 
day in Jordan. All govern- 
ment ministries and depart- 
ments will remained closed 
for the day. 


Arafat holds talks with Mubarak, 
chairs key Fateh meeting in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat held talks Saturdajf 
with President Hosni 
Mubarak and leaders of his 
mainstream group to plan 
a strategy for facing new 
Israeli obstacles to the 
peace process. 

Mr. Arafat’s next step 
could be crucial since 
Israel's latest moves — 
deciding to Dft cuihs on 
building Jewish settle- 
ments and closing Palestin- 
ian offices in Jerusalem — 
are chipping away at his 
support among his own 
people. 

After Mr. Arafat's meet- 
ing with Mr. Mubarak. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said the two 
leaders were both upset by 
Israel's settlement move 
and its decision Friday to 
refuse to reopen peace 
talks until the Jerusalem 
offices were shut. 

Mr. Musa described the 
plan to build new settle- 
ments as “a grave danger to 
tbe peace process.” 

Asked how the leaders 
would deal with Israel's 
demand to shut down 
offices in Jerusalem, Mr. 
Musa replied “not in a 
positive way.” 

Neither Arafat nor 
Mr. Mubarak made state- 
ments. Mr. Musa said the 
two leaders agreed to con- 
tinue meetings between 


themselves and with other 
Arab leaders towards 
restarting the Palestinion- 
Tsraeli talks as soon as pos- 
sible. 

In the past week. Mr. 
Mubarak has met bodi with 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad and the Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd to plan an 
Arab strategy to counter 
the tough new policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Arafat also met Wednesday 
with King Hussein. 

Before the Palestine Lib- 
eration Oiganisation (PLO) 
leader opened a session 
Saturday night with the 
(Central Committee of his 
Fateh movement, commit- 
tee member Intisar Al 
Wazir said she hoped the 
outside world would help 
make Israel live up to past 
agreements, 

"We will demand 
increasing the political 
pressure from all Arab and 
inimational parties to 
force Israel to implement 
all the agreements,” said 
Ms. Wazir. 

Palestinian sources, -who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said several of 
the committee members 
were disappointed that 
Arab countries were not 
giving stronger backing to 
ffie F^estinians. 

Arafat spokesman, Nabil 
Abu Rdaineh, said the 


conunittee should push 
Arab countries to follow 
through on a statement at 
June's Arab summit to hold 
back on normalising rela- 
tions with Israel unless it 
moves forward in peace 
talks. 

“The Palestinians want; to 
implement the Arab sum- 
mit resolution,” he said. 

According to the Pales- 
tinian sources, the Fateh 
meeting also will discuss 
internal dissension among 
Palestinians, especially 
over harsh actions by Mr. 
Arafat's police in trying to 
track down activists 
opposed to Israel. 

The Fateh meeting is the 
first by all 18 committee 
members since Mr. Arafat 
began woiidng out agree- 
ments with Israel three 
years ago. 

Since several members 
oppose Mr. Arafat's peace 
agreements, the meeting 
could give the PLO leader 
backing for standing up to 
Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment But Mr. Arafat faces 
the consunint that any 
strong action could only 
prompt more Israeli recal- 
citrance. 

Palestinian Foreign Min- 
ister Farouk Qaddoumi, a 
vocal critic of the 1993 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
deal, anended the meeting 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ethiopian troops said 
to pull out of Somalia 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Aid officials said on Satur- 
day Ethiopian troops had 
pulled out of at least two 
Somali border towns seized 
in an assault with Somali 
^es on Muslim funda- 
mentalist forces. 

They said staff visited tbe 
Somali border town of 
Belet-Hawa on Saturday 
and saw the bodies of 18 /d 
Ittihad AI , Islam (Islamic 
Union) Muslim ftindameh- 
talist niters in the police 
station. 

They quoted residents as 
saying Ethiopian troops 
bad surrounded the station 
and killed tbe fighters 
inside the building on Fri- 
day. 

“No one seems in. control 
of Belet-Hawa now. The 
Ethiopians pulled back into 
Ethiopia last night,” said a 
Western aid official. 

“The market is open and 
the town wasn't heavily 
shot up. In Dollow we hear 


of one kiUed and the 
Ethiopians have also 
gone.” 

In the Somali capital 
Mogadishu. Al Ittihad Al 
Islam officials said at least 
12 people were killed and 
20 kidnapped by Ethiopian 
forces in Belet-Hawa 
before they were beaten 
back into Ethiopia. 

Al Ittihad Al Islam who 
are fighting a hit-and-run 
guenrilla war for the inde- 
pendence of Ethiopia's bar- 
ren Ogaden region, border- 
ing bo* Somalia and 
Kenya. Foreign aid workers 
evacuated from the Somali 
town of Luq by air to 
Nairobi said they saw 
Ethiopian helicopter gun- 
ships and heavy artilleiy' 
pounding the area on Fri- 
day after forces seized two 
other towns nearer the bor- 
der with Ethiopia since 
Thursday. 

( Continued on page 3) 






On the Occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
accession to the Throne 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 

inis MAjHESiTT lOM© Mmmm 

and to the Jordanian People 
Its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 
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U.N. talks on more 
anti-Sudan sanctions 


Afghan ministerial team in Pakistan for mending fences 


remain bogged down 


UNITED NATIONS tAFP) 
Indooesia waots to block 
plans to indefinitely d^ten 
sanctions against Sudan for 
failing to hand over miUtants 
suspected of attempdog to 
kill the Eg^an president, 
diplomats said Fiic^y. . 

U.N. Security Council 
diplomats have been 
adng the text of a draft reso- 
lution that would suspend all 
intemadonal flights by 
Sudan Airways from Sep- 
tember. 

The measure would rein- 
force diplomadc sanctions 
gainst !^anoum in force 
since May for failing to 
extradite three militants 
wanted in connection widi 
the June 1995 assassination 
attempt against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mutoi^ in 
Addis Ababa. 

Indonesia on Thursday 
suggested amending tbe 
draft text to ensure ^t tbe 
Security Council consider 
renewing the sanctions after 
six months if Khartoum still 
failed to comply. 

Ifowever. Ae U^. delega- 
tion was strongly opposed to 
tbe amendment on grounds 
that sanctions imposed for 
only a period of six montiis 
w(^d be “an exercise in 


fritility,'’ one Western diplo- 
mat said 

Diplomats said that the 
U.S. goal appeared to be to 
'^punish'' Sudm latfier chan 
to use the sanctions as an 
incentive to press the 
Sudanese govemniem to 
change its attitude. 

Other permanent secuiily 
council members such as 
rhina, France and Russia, 
fear that unless the resolution 
provides for a further Securi- 
ty Council decision there is a 
danger the sanctions may 
never be lifted, producing 
dire human i tarian conse- . 
quences. 

They point to the case of 
Iraq, whose people have 
been Eiit by six years of eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed 
after tbe 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait 

Egypt had originally 
planned to present the draft 
to the Security Council earii- 
er this week, but diplomats 
said Friday it was not known 
how much longer the negoti- 
ations would t^e in the light 
of tbe latest developments. 

President Hosni Mubarak, 
meanwhile, denied Sudanese 
accusations that Egypt wrote 
the draft resolution that 
would ban international 


fUghts by Sudan's national 
airliner, Egyptian newspa- 
pers said Satmriay. 

President Mubarak said 
chat Egypt was consulting 
with U.N. members about 
the ban, and he implied that 
Egypt was not in favour of iu 

“^ypt does not agree with 
choking an entire people to 
face tetrotism," Prudent 
Mubarak was quoted as say- 
ing by the state-run A1 
Abram daily. However; be 
also urged the Sudanese gov- 
ecnroent to stop its alleged 
support of terrorism. 

Sudan has always denied 
that tbe suspects are in its ter- 
ritory. On Friday. Sudanese 
I^sident Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir told Sudanese televi- 
sion that he welcomed any 
investigaring team to exam- 
ine his government's efforts 
to find the suspects, Egypt's 
Middle East News Agency 
said. Rdations between 
Sudan and Egypt have dete- 
riorated immensely since the 
attack on President Mubarak. 
They appeared to be on tbe 
brink of improvement when 
the two leaders mex on the 
sidelines of an Arab summit 
in June and agreed to make 
an effort to sort out their dif- 
ferences. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
four-member Afgh^ miois- 
terial delegation arrived bene 
Saturday, saying it would 
discuss all issues clouding 
relations with Pakistmi in an 
attempt to inqmsve bilateral 
ties. 

“We intend to discuss how 
the ties between the two 
countries can be impioved.** 
the official Pakistani AFP 
news agency quoted die del- 
egation leader, friterior Min- 
ister Yunes ^inuni, as say- 
ing on arrival. 

Mr. Qanuni said the dele- 
gation would discuss all 


political, economic and trade 
issues that led to tbe “deteri- 
or^on" of relations between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Pakistan's relations with 
the Afghan government, led 
by President Burhanuddm 
Rabbani. deteriorated after 
the Pakistani embassy in 
Kabul was burned in a mob 
attack in September 1995. 

Mi. Qanuni said discus- 
sions would include the 
reopening of tbe Pakistani 
mission, which has been 
operating frtwn the eastern 
iUghan ci^ of Jalalabad 
since tbe incident, in which 


one Pakistani died and sev- 
eral otiiers were wounded. 

He said the “ground for 
reopening the embassy (in 
Kabul) is fully prqiared." 

Ancrtbtf topic oh the agen- 
da wQl be the restoration of 
overland trade rouies to 
land-locked Afghanistan 
through Pakistan. 

Afj^an ofricials said tbe 


supply of food and ftiel to 
Arahanistan and plans for a 


Afghanistan and plans for a 
massive regional oil and ps 
pipeline vriU come up during 
tbe Islamabad talks. 

'We have come here with 
full authority and good 


intentions and hope (hat 
istan will redprocaie simi- 
larly," Mr. Qanuni said. 

In Kabul officials earlier 
said the delegation would 
meet Pakistani President 
Farooq Leghari, Prime Miii- 
ister Benazir Bhutto. For- 
eign Minister Sandar Asef 
Ahmad Ali and Interior Min- 
ister NaseeruUob Barbar. 

“The main thrust of the 
agenda during talks with the 
F^sunis will be mumal 
cooperation and the 

improvemenr of relations 
between our two countries,” 
presidential spokesman 


‘Kuwaiti army will be 
self-sufificient in 5 years’ 


KUWAIT (AFP) — Kuwait 
needs between three and five 
years to build up its mibtaiy 
strength to combat threats 
from Iraq, Kuwaiti Chief of 
Staff Gen^ Ali Al Momen 
told a newspaper here S^- 
urday. 

“We need three to five 
years maximum, after which 
we will be in a positioa to 
rely on ourselves, we wnll 
then have completed our 
armament programme and 
our inftasctucture.** the gm- 
eral told the Al Anbaa (My. 

He s^ tbe Kuwaiti army 
could “partly repel" ao Iraqi 
attack at ^ moment, but 
that Kuwait would need help 
fix)m its allies. 

“If the fraqi re^me is 
thinking of pcovcdting 
Kuwait, it should think 


twi^ as tbe accords and 
treaties agreed with biother 
countries and friends are 
aimed at {ueventing a repeti- 
tkm of (the Iraqi invasion 
on) Aug. 2, 1990," said Gen. 
Motneo. 

rite liberation of 
Kuwait by a U.S.-led multi- 
national f(»ce in Feb. 1991, 
the emirate agreed defence 
accords widt tbe United 
States, France and Britain. 

After tbe failure of the 
Kuwaiti forces to repel the 
Iraqi invasico. the emirate 
embarked on an $11 billioo 
arms spending spree over 
10 years in a bid to improve 
its anned forces. Officials 
said Kuwait spent around 
$960 million on arms in 
1995. 


Bahrain to 
build hotel 
on disputed 
island 


Syrian premier to visit Iran next week 


Kahalani raps Bassiouny for interfering in Jerusalem row 


The Jerusalem Post 


INTERNAL Security Min- 
ister Avidgor Kabalani has 
charged Egyptian Ambas- 
sador Mohammad 

Bassiouny with wrongly 
interfering in Israel's inter- 
na] affairs by tiyting to 
intervene in the dispute 
qyer . the. . Palestinian 
Rational) Authority Co.ua- 
cU. member's Jerusalem 
office. 

'Amit Glusgo, a senior 
aide to the mioisttr. said 
that Kahalani infonned 
Bassiouny chat his interven- 
tion is Che dispute, which 


was officially resolved yes- 
terday, was unwelcome. 
Bassiouny was told “he had 
no place getting involved,” 
Glusgo said. 

Bassiouny, who was in 
contact wi^ the Palestinian 
councillor. Hatem Abdul 
IGiader. throughout the 
week-long dispute, was not 
available for comment , 

Abdul .Kbader had,.S.aid 
that Bassiouny played a 
central role in reaching tbe 
compromise. 

Glusgo denied this, but 
confirmed that Bassiouny 
gave ium the first indica- 
tion chat Abdul Kbader 


wanted to resolve the dis- 
pute before it came to a 
hea(L 

“We informed (Abdul) 
Kbader of our demands, 
and that he bad a choice of 
accepting diem or facing 
police action," Glusgo saicL 
‘There were no negoda- 
tioos. (Abdul) Kbader was 
simply inform^ of the sicu- 
atjpn.aricLgiveh a choice qf 
wb^er CO. aicxepc the min- 
istef's dejmands or not.” * . 

Glusgo'said that when be 
met with Abdul Kbader at 
the Hyatt Hotel on Tuesday, 
“I told him exactly whk 
was being asked of him — 


that he must sign a state- 
ment saying that his office 
is private, and diat it is not 
connected with the Pales- 
tinian Authority or PA 
council, or his being a 
member of the PA council.” 
The statement, dated 
Wednesday but apparently 
not sent to the ministty until 
yesterday, is in tbe form of 
a ph^paragraph^'Ieoer from 
Abdul ktaa^ to Ka’halahi. 

“After your honour took 
out an or^r prohibiting me 
fix>m using the office in my 
borne in Beit Haoina, 1 
herein clarify and state that 
the said office is not an offi- 


dal office and does not rep- 
resent Che Palestinian 
Authority, and does not rep- 
resent tbe j^estinian Leg- 
islative Council, but is ‘a 
priv^ office,” the letter 
stares.. 

Ministry officials were 
unable to say whether a 
similar demand to cut off 
connections widi the PNA 
of close' down would be 
made of the two dr three 
other offices allegedly affil- 
iated with tbe PNA in 
Jerusalem, in accordance 
with tbe government ban on 
PNA activity in tbe city. 


MANAMA (AP) ^ Bahrain 
is building a hotel on islands 
disputed with neighbouring 
Qatar, newspapers reported 
Saturd^. 

■ihe four-floor, 50-room 
hotel on tbe Hawar island 
chain will be completed in 
two months, B ahrain ’s hous- 
ing minis ter. Sheik Khaled 
Al Khalifa, was quoted as 
saying. 

goveromeot plans to 
turn the country's southern 
region, of which the Hawar 
Islands are a pan. into a 
tourist area,” he said. 

Bahrain and Qatar have 
been loclted in a dispute over 
the island chain for years. 
Last month, Bahrain's crown 
prince said that his country 
was prepared to fight to 
defend its claim. 

Saudi Arabia, which neigh- 
bours both countries, has 
been mediating between tbe 
two countries. 

Bahrain-Qatar relations 
have been strained since 
1986 when Qatari forces 
seized 29 workers ftom a 
Dutch company sent by 
Bahrain to the disputed Fasbt 
Al Dibal reef to build a coast 
guard station. 

Qatar took the case to the 
international couh of justice 
in 1991 after an eadier round 
of Saudi mediation failed. 
But Bahrain has rejected the 
court's jurisdiction and 
insists the Saudis continue 
their mediatixtg role. 


(AFP) _ Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud Al 
Zoubi is due to visit Iran sometime next week, Iran’s offi- 
cial news agency IRNA reported Saturday. Mr Zoubi is 
to hold talks with Iranian President Ali Akbar H^hemi 
Rafsanjani and Vice President Hassan Habibi on “impor- 
tant reeionai and international developments." it said 
without giving the exact date of the visit. The agency said 
Mr. Zoubi 's visit was “crucial" as it would have followed 
a three-day official trip to Iran by Turkish Prime Minis- 
ter Necmetrin Erbakan beginning on Saturday. Iran and 
Syria sharply protested an accord between Turkey and 
Israel in Februaty to allow Israeli pilots to train in Turk- 
ish airspace. Tehran and Damascus, traditional allies in 
the Middle Easu have stepped up contact since Israel's i 
right-wing Prime Minister Benyarain Netanyahu came to , 
power in May. Iran. Turkey and Syria also hold regular 
meetings to discuss the situation in Northern Iraq. 


99 illegals arrested in Greece 


KOMOTDMI. Greece r AFP) — Ninety-nine illegal immi- 
grants, mostly Asians, were arrested near Dhidhy- 
motikboD in Northeast Greece, after they crossed the bor- 
der from Turkey, police said. A 30-year-old Greek lony* 
driver was also arresied. He allegedly took the immi- 
grants aboard his truck for two million drachmas 
($8,500) to Lamia in central Greece. The immigr^ts, 50 
Palcistanis, 45 Bengalis, three Indians and one Liberian, 
had crossed the River Evros between Greece and Turkey 
in the Mandra region. They were being detained at Ores- 
tias. nof^ of Dhidbyniotikhon. where they will appear is 
court on charges of illegal entry' before being deported, 
Greek police said. 


Beirut protests round-up of Lebanese 


CIA report asserts Saddam’s prospects of continued power are declining 


BEIRUT (AP) — The government protested to Angola 
Friday over the arrest of 70 Lebanese in the capital Luan- 
da and demanded their release. Immigration Affairs Min- 
ister Ali Kbalil said the government has initiated diplo- 
matic contacts to free the 70 and ensure their safety and 
security of their property in Angola, the state-run Nation- 
al News Agency reported. It did not «ay .why the 
Lebanese, including several businessmen, bad been 
rounded up in the last few days. Saeed Asaad. a member 
of parliament from South Lebanon where most of tbe 
Lebanese in Angola baU from, said Friday that Angolan 
police had detained 182 Lebanese for investigation after 
raiding their homes. He said that information came from 
Ali Nisr. the Lebanese consul in Luanda, ’Hiere was no 
immediate explanation for tbe higher figure. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Cenoul Intelligence 
Ageocy (CIA) has conclud- 
ed that Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein's prospect of 
holding onto power another 
year is declming, but the 
assessment is not shared by 
two other agencies. 

A key element of the 
analysis appeared to be that 
talks between the Saddam 
regime and the United 
Nations to ease the 
international embargo on 
Iraq would fail. Negotia- 
tions on arranging emer- 
gency oil sales succeeded 
after the CIA report was 


compilecL 

The agency said it sees no 
"immediate threats” to the 
Iraqi president but reported 
"change could come sud- 
denly and violently, as it 
has throughout Iraq's histo- 
ry" 

The CIA. the State 
Department. and the 
Defence Intelligence 
Agency provided written 
responses on foreign policy 
in May to the Senate Intelli- 
gence Commioee. The 
panel recently released tbe 
assessments. 

All tiiree agencies agreed 
that signs of Pr^ident Sad- 


dam’s regime deteriorating 
are intensif^g, but only 
tbe CIA suggested that 
President Saddam may not 
survive a year. The State 
Depairinenc stud be still 
could be in power a year 
from now, and the Defence 
Intelligence Agency said he 
was Ifitely to continue rul- 
ing Iraq in the coming year. 

The reports preceding the 
recent agreement between 
Iraq and the United Nations 
slightly eases an 
international embargo. Tt 
allows Iraq to sell $2 bDUon 
worth of oil every six 
months to buy food and 


medicine and pay repara- 
tions of the 1991 Gulf war. 

The CIA said talks on 
resuming the sales helped 
relieve pressure on the 
regime and produced a tem- 
porary upswing in the econ- 
omy. but the spy agency 
expected the negotiations to 
fail and took that view into 
account in its conclusious. 

"The likely failure erf tbe 
U.N. oil-for-food talks, 
continued tuimoil in the 
ruling Ukriti clan, Sad- 
dam’s repressive domestic 
policies, and Iraq's deterio- 
rating regional position — 
particularly the souring of 


relations widi Jordan — 
suggest Saddam's prospects 
for survival for anotiier year 
are declining,” tbe CIA 
said. 

The State Department 
said frnq's decision to 
reopen negotiations on oil 
sales, along witii several 
(tefections by military offi- 
cials. indicated a "growing 
weakness.” 

"Ffowever. Saddam's 
ruthlessness and the effec- 
tiveness of his numerous 
interna] securi^ organs act 
as strong deterrents to 
poteruial challengers,” tbe 
department concluded. 


The report called Presi- 
dent Saddam "a brutal sur- 
vivor.” saying '’it is possi- 
ble that he could still be in 
power a year from now.” 
Tbe Defence Intelligence 
Agency reported that Presi- 
dent Saddam's sudden 
removal ''remains possi- 
ble" but added: “Given the 
lack of a capable, credible 
opposition around which 
disaffected Iraqis can rally, 
and the continued integrity 
and effectiveness of the 
security apparatus. Saddam 
is likely to remain in power 
for the coming year.” 


Former hostage enjoys Beirut visit 


BEIRUT (AP) — Terry Anderson says he's enjoyed his 
first few days back in Beirut as a free man and celebrity. 
'*It’s been exciting these first few days. I’ve enjoyed it 
very much," tbe former U.S. hostage told reporters Fri- 
day after meeting with President Elias Hrawi. 1^ Ander- 
son. who was chief Middle East correspondent for tbe 
Associated Press when he was kidnapped by Muslim 
e.xiremists in Beirut in 1985, returned to the Lebanese 
capital Monday for tbe fust time since his release on 
Dec. 4. 1991. He's in Beirut for two weeks to film a doc- 
umentary for the American Cable News Network on 
Lebanon as it recovers from the devastation of the 1975- 
90 civil war. The documentary involves interviews with 
v^ous political and religious leaders. Accompanied by 
his Lebanese wife, Madeleine Bassil, Mr Anderson met ' 
for an hour Friday with Mr. Hrawi at the presidential ! 
palace in the hilltop suburb of Baabda. i 


TeL 773H1.J9 


I PROGRAMME TWO 

15:05 Cartoon — Tbe Mask 

15:30 Bush School 

i 15:45 .Mac and Madey 

1 16:00 ..ItalioD Soccer 

! 17:00 ..^.^^........Sciences Cartoon 

1 17:15 Xn Vie Devani Moi 

. 17:30 ...Game Show — Pyramide 
‘ 18:00 Magazine — La Marche 
I Du Siecle/Part One 

, 19HM Le Journal 

; 19:35 Mr^azine — Sports £t 
, Musique 

! 19:30 News Headlines 

1 19:35 ...Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 

' 20tiN) American Cban Show 

i 20:45 Special Documentary On 
Tlie Oc(^ion Of His Majesty's 
Accession To The Throne 


121:10 

RIarIr’s Mu jir 

1 22KM). 

...News in English 

1 23:10ThcBostcmPo]» Orchestra 

1 

i PRAYER TIMES 

1 

1 04?27 . ... 



. 12*41 


' 16:12 ...... 

„..‘Asr 

i 19-V) 


2035 

j 



632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
OlUldl of the Annnnirarirtn 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Sane Choreb IhL 661757. 
Terra Sanda eSnutfa IH. 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armoiian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St j^Anaicn Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Choitli 
TeL S24328. 

(^rman*5pealdng Evangelical 
Coogregatioo TeL S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

Tbe Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 81 1295 

English-speakiQg 

Late Catholics Parish Tbl. 

614190. 


Deserts 

Jordan VaDey...~> 


17/34 

..,_--24/38 


Yesterday's high taopeiatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 41. Humidity 
readings; Amman 4J per cent, 
Aqaba 37 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


I SL Maiy (rf Nazareth Churdi 
iSweifieh. Tel. 810740 
! Assemblies of (xod Churdi Tel. 


Temperatures ate expected to drop 
slighdy becoming around average 
with winds northwesteriy moder- 
ate to active. In AqabB, HTudswill 
be northerly moderale to active 
and seas cate 

Min/Max. temp. 

Amman.. 2(V31 

Aqaba. 26/38 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Jura'ah Abu Dhiab.. 
Dt Khalil Ahtin „„„ 

Dc Al Ma«ai 

Dl Yousef Rasbed 

Hras i^iannacy .............. 

Fsrdows pbaimacy 

AIAsemairiianTiacy 

Nairoukb {rfiarmacy 

Al Salam pbaaaacy 
Yacoub pharmacy ......... 

Shmeisani pharmacy 

Nqib pharma^ ............. 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad (^u 

Al Quds pbaimacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh. 

Khalifiefa pharmacy ... 


,..758848 

,.732920 

..675485 

...896301 

..661912 

...778336 

,.637055 

...623672 

-.636730 

..614945 

...637660 

-847632 


Civil Defeooe Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue ftto,-„192. 621 II L637777 

Fire Brigade. 61710! 

Blood Bank. ,775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Thiffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints -..605800 

Price Complaims 661176 

Wrer & Sewage GoofttA —897457 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

78711! 

Telephone lofoonatioa (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -J)10230 

Central Amman Tbiepbooe 

Repaiis .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repms.. 661 10! 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ...774111 

Water Authority -...680100 

J. Electricity AutiK>ri 7 -,,815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Infonnadoo .X)8-53200 
(^ueen Alia IntL Aiiport 08-53200 


The Islamic, AbdaU .....666126/37 

Al-AhHAbdaU 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muh^reen ..777101/3 

AI-Bashh. .775111/26 

Army, Marka ...891611/13 

Queeo Alia Hospital ..6Q234CKR> 

Amal Hospital .674155 

Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govi. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa Nadooal Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... (09)986732 
Ai Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Pincess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibo Al Nafees Hospita] 
.(02)247100 


phone 08 (52700} 

ARRIVALS 


09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


Rt^al Wings (RW) FUgfats i 

10:00 Amman (arriving at Maika • 
Airport from QAIA) (RW) I 

20 JO Aqaba (KW) 1 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55.. — ..Lamacs (RJ) 

10d)5 ^bahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:10 JTubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ; 

IIKN) Beirut (RJ) 

16:30 . — J4ew York (RJ) 

16:55..,Amstenlani. Brussels (RJ) 

l&OO J>aris(RJ) 

18:25 —Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

19:25 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

19:30 ..Madrid, Geneva iRJ) 

19545 Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:25 - Rome (RJ) 

20:30 .Tunis (RJ) 

22:00 Vienna, Larnaca(RJ) 

01:10 — Cairo iRJr 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06rl0 Madrid (RJ) 

07:40 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Frankfint (RJ) 

12:00 Vienna (RJ) 

12:00 .Tunis (RJ) 

12:15 RomefRj) 

12:15 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:30 AnBftdam.bfcwYikiRJ) 

13:20 — Atiiens (RT) 

12:25 ...London (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 


DepAmmaa — S:(X)araew9y Monday ! 
Ai£^vnasa&„5jOOpmeveiyMcndsy | 

DepOmesoE 7‘JO am. every Sirty I 

ArEAireiiaa 5d30 pm every Suod^ J 


..281484 

(-) 


AiJABA: 

Aincess 

(03)314111 


Hospital 


Other Fligbte 


,.982799 

..985417 


Food CbiUFol Centre. 637111 

Qvil DeftnreDepanrrent --..6611U 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
....630341 


AMMAN: 

Hussan Medical CMie.— 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

AkQeb Maiemiv...........642441/2 

Jabal Amman Materai^ ...642362 

AfiiUias. J. Aaimao 636140 

Palestine, ShmeUani .607071 

Shmeisani (fospital .669131 

Uoiveisi^ Hospital 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This ii^madai is supf^ed by 
Royal Jordanim (RJ) infiirma{ior\ 
depanmeia at dte Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08]53^I0-5, Hhere it should 
always be verified. Ir^rmaaon on 
other fUghts am be supplied on 


06:30 — ...Tel Aviv ILVj 

13:30 J3oha(Q7) 

13&40 Rahrain iGF) 

15:05 ....Moscow ($U) 

16:30 JXibai (EK) 

20*35 Cairo (MS) 

21:10 — Beirut (ME) 

32:15.. ...London, BeitvrtBAi 

2330 — Istanbul (TK) 

2330 Athens (OA) 

01:20 ..Amstetdam, Beirut (KL) 
0230 -Belgrade (GU) 

Royal IViogs (RW) 


22:20... 
2230 .. 

■Abu Dbabu Dubai iRJ) 

22>4S .. 
2230... 

..Singapore, Jakarta (Rj) 

23rfX) Singapore. Kuaia Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

Other Fl^ts 

06:40 


0735 

09:15 


12KM) ' 


1430 


16:05 


21:25 



0330 

(4H)0 



Upperdower price in fils per kg. 

Apple .700600 

Banana. .600/600 

Banana (mukbanunar) ..^20/520 

Banana (Impooed) .880/600 

Carrot 17(V90 

Cauliflower. 370/220 i 

Cucumber (large.) J2Q/140 I 

Cucumber (smali) .400/250 I 

Eggplant 220/140 ] 

Garlic .650/400 j 

Grapes 380/250 I 

Lemon -700/500 

Marrow (latgei 200/130 

Marrow (small) 360/200 


Mulukhiah 

ii(V70; 

Onion (dryi ... 

ISOflO 1 

Okra 


Pea. 

onnnn 

Peat 

ann/enn 

Peach 

-.-.-750/500 

Pepper (hot) 

^^7anM 

Pepper (sweet). 

..—..-J6(W240 


.BeiniL London (BA) 


Polaio 310/220 

String Bean..... 780500 

Sweet melon 270/XSO 

Tomato J20/70 

Water melon 200/150 




Abdul Aziz Murad $aid in 
the Afghan ctqtital. 

“We want the best possible 
relations with Pakistan and 
we hope this visit helps iron 
out the remaioiog difor- 
ences that exist betw’een our 
two govemments,” Mr. 
Murad said. 

In the past. Kabul has fre- 
quently blamed Pakistan for 
providing material support 
to its riv^, the Taleban riilli- 
tia, which controls half of 
Afghanistan and has been 
besieging the Afghan capital 
in an atteiupi to topple Mr. 
Rabbani. 
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Rahma Bint A1 Hassan on Saturday opens an exhibition 
yarhst Salim Bandak. The exhibition includes furniture and metal ornaments (Petra photo) 
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Srour pu rsues efforts to end parliamentary crisis 

24-member group stresses boycott of 
Lower House meetings will continue 
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By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The speak- 
er of the Lower House of 
Parliament. Sa'd Hayel 
Srour. on Saturday pur- 
sued efforts towards end- 
ing the crisis resulting 
from a 24-member par" 
liameniary group’s deci- 
sion last week to boycott 
Parliament's sessions in 
protest at what they 
called failure on the part 
of Jordan Television to 
screen the views of 
deputies who opposed 
the soveminent’s plans 
for lifting, gjjbsidie$,. on 
bread and" animal feed . 

Mr. Srour met with 
the group members and 
offered them a compro- 
mise solution TO ensure 
the continuation of the 
extraordinary session, 
according to informed 
parliamentary sources. 

Mr. Srour was reported 
to ha\'e told the group 
that in next Wednes- 
day's session he will 
allow the opposition to 


deliver a statement 
expressing its opposition 
to the government’s plan 
to be aired in full on Jor- 
dan Television. 

Deput}’ Mohammad 
Oweida who is a mem- 
ber of the opposition 
group told the Jordan 
Times ; "Wc have been 
offered this idea and 
allowed to air our views 
condemning the behav- 
iour of the government 
and Jordan Television for 
their action. Mr. Srour 
has pledged that Jordan 
Television would screen 
the fiill statement of the 
opposition provided that 
the 24-member group 
ended their boycott of 
the sessions.'’ 

According to Deputy 
Oweida. wno is a mem- 
ber of the Islamic Action 
Front party, “this offer 
will be conveyed to the 
group and discussed at a 
meeting to be held Mon- 
day.” 

But he reiterated the 
group's opposition to 
me govenunent's plan to 


lift the subsidy on bread 
and animal feed and 
called on the parliamen- 
tary committee which 
was formed to discuss 
the subsidy question 
with the prime minister 
to exercise pressure on 
the government to scrap 
its plan. 

“If we attend the next 
session, we will vote 
down the plan,” added 
Mr. Oweida. 

Deputy Ahmad Kasas- 
beh criticised the 24- 
member group for boy- 
cotting rarliainent ses- 
sions saying ihoj; the leg- 
islature's wDi:l{;-ir. should 
not be disrupted . 

“I believe that the 
^up has diverted from 
uieir main objective and 
Instead of defending 
their views of opposing 
the lifting of subsidies 
they are boycotting the 
sessions that discuss 
other topics.” added Mr. 
Kasasben 

Describing the parlia- 
mentary committee’s 
alternative offers to the 


government as just and 
fair. Mr. Kasasbeh said 
“one has to consider the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme and the deficit 
in the state's budget.” 

He claimed that the 
House was now split into 
three groups — W mem- 
bers opposing the gov- 
ernment's plan, 22 mem- 
bers who are dso mem- 
bers of the government 
and support its views and 
34 members who form 
the rest of the House. 

'Tf , the . 24 , members 
persist in their positioa.. 
the government will not 
feel obliged to take into 
consideration the 
House's recommenda- 
tions in deciding on the 
prices.” added the 
deputy. 

He expressed hope that 
the 24-member group 
will change its position 
about boycotting the ses- 
sions and return to the 
meetings. 


Government plans to restructure 
Free Trade Zones Corporation 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday 

armounced a plan 
designed to create a 
mechanism which would 
enable the Free Trade 
Zone s Corporation 
(FTZC) to operate more 
efficiently. 

According to a state- 
ment issued at the end of 
the Cabinet's regular ses- 
sion, the plan to restruc- 
ture the FTZe was 
deemed necessap’ due to 
recent increase in devel- 
opment within both the 
economic and invest- 
ment sectors. 


The plan was recom- 
mended by Finance Min- 
ister Marwan Awad who 
stressed the need to reor- 
ganise and redistribute 
the FTZC's offices. 

Under the plan the 
Cabinet has created a 
personnel committee 
which would discuss 
matters pertaining to new 
job descriptions, as well 
as a department for 
administration which 
>\'Ould be in charge of 
appointing night watch- 
men as well as employ- 
ees to load and unload 
goods. 


The Cabinet has also 
decided to link the FTZC 
located near Zarqa with 
the corporation's head 
office in Amman and to 
entrust the technical 
d^artment with han- 
dling water, electricity, 
telephone and mainte- 
nance. 

The plan will also 
involve setting up teams 
of workers charged with 
inspecting the goods and 
supervising the process 
of bringing in and taking 
out stored goods to and 
from the zone area, and 
wiJl make arraDgements 


for the corporation to 
request the Civil Defence 
Department’s help in 
guaranteeing public safe- 
ty and emergency ser- 
vices. 

Through its plan the 
Cabinet has requested 
that the FTZC investors 
ensure the adherence to 
public safety require- 
ments in all warehouses, 
and uiged local firms to 
conduct studies on ways 
to set up fire alarm sys- 
tems covering all the free 
zone in the Zarqa region. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


LECTURE 

* “Results of the 1996 Season at ‘Ain Ghazal” by Professors Gary RoUefson and 
Zeidan Kafafi at the American Center of Oriental Research, University Road at 7:00 

p.m. (Tel. 846-117). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “Science for Health" exhibition at the British Council, until Aug. 17. 

* Ahctract elastic) art by Hussein Da’seh and Nader Samarah on Jerusalem at the 

g£ Umm Utheina (Tel. 826932), until Aug. 15. 

^wrlSby Eman Odeh at the Phoenix Art Gallery (Tel 695291), until Aug. 

Photo exhibition by Hani Hourani entitled .“People and Places” at Baladna Art 

Gallery(Tel. 687598), until Aug. 15 . 


Ministry sets new dairy prices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Supply Munir Sobar Sat- 
urday fixed the price of 
fresh milk at 275 fils per 
litre, yoghurt at 500 fils a 
kilogramme and lebaneh at 
JD 1.68 a kilogramme. 

The price hikes are in 
response to dairy farmers* 
and stockbreeders’ com- 
plaints about recent price 
increases in animal fe^. 

The new prices come into 
effect today and are set as 
foUows: 

a) one kilo of fresh 
yogurt will cost 5(X) fils, 
half kilo 270 fils, and 200 
grammes will sell at 125 
fils. 

b) one kilo of labaneh will 
cost JD 1.680, half kUo 860 
fils, 250 grammes 430 fils 
and seven kilos JD 9. 

The new prices of yoghurt 
and labaneh indicate a price 
increase from 13 to 18 per 
cent. 

Ministzy of Supply Secre- 
tary General Ahmad Kreis- 
han assured that the price 
setting of the dairy products 
was carefully sniified and 
that the hike corresponds to 
the price increase in anim al 
feed. 

The ministry last week 
announced new prices of 
barley, com and bran. 

Referring to a proposed 
anti-trust law draftkl by the 
Jordan Consumer Pr«ec- 
tiOQ Society (JCPS) to 
guard against the boarding 
of goods. Mr. Kreishan said 
the countiy has sufBcient 
amounts of wheat flour, 
grain and other cereals. 



A dairy plant employee loads milk cartons on a conveyor belt (file photo) 


Meteor shower expected 

Astronomers say best visibility from Azraq 


By Marian Nimry 

the JordanTbnes 

AMMAN 'A jneteor 
stream caused by the 

g assing of the comet 
wift/Tbttle in 1992 will 
be visible to the naked 
eye early Monday mom- 
ins. 

The meteor stream will 
cross the earth’s orbit 
and is expected to have 
two peaks, according to 
Khaied Tell, head of the 
information committee 
at the Astronomy Soci- 

%e first peak wiU be 


at 3 a.m. local time on 
Monday, and the mete- 
ors will thqiiate of 
about 400' meteors per 
hour, Mr. Tell explained. 

The second peak will 
be around 3 p.m. Mon- 
day. and the meteors 
will fall at the rate of 
about 100 meteors per 
hour for about 2 or three 
hours, be said. 

“Only the brightest 
meteors will be seen 
from Amman” said Mr. 
Tell, " because the city 
lights will obscure the 
li^t of the meteors.” 

All the world will be 


able to see the meteor 
shower from different 
angles as the meteors 
wiU fall vertically, and 
the sitting from Jordan 
will be different from 
the sightii^ in the 
Philippmes for example, 
contmued Mr. Tell. 

The weight of the 
meteor parades will not 
exceed 2 grammes and 
the particles themselves 
will nave turned to ashes 
somewhere along their 
descent into the earth's 
atmosphere at an alti- 
tude between lOO and 60 
kilometers. 


The meteor shower is 
very fast; ir is white and 
blue and leaves a bright 
yellow tail behind' .it. 
said Mr. Tell. 

“If the meteor weighs 
around 4-5 grammes 
then it is called a fire- 
ball. and its brightness is 
around one-quarter the 
brightness of the sun, 
Mr. Tell explained. 

Mr. Tell and about 40 
other members of the 
Astronomy Society* left 
for Azraq Saturday to 
await and observe the 
expected meteor shower. 


Royal Wings plans flights to Sharai A1 Sheikh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Vihngs, Joidan's second 
aiiline designed for short- 
haul flights, Saturday 
announced plans to oper- 
ate flights between the 
Egyptian resort of Shann 
A1 Sheildi and Aqaba to 
begin Aug 24. 

The airlme. which inau- 
gurated operations in Feb- 
maiy with two daily 
fU^ts between Amman 
and Aqaba, will now 
expand its schedule to 
include a weekly round 


trip to Shann A1 Sheikh. 

Royal Wings began 
operating international 
flights in March, with five 
weekly flights to Israel. 

Rqy^ '^ng’s Director 
General Abed Quntar has 
stated that passenger seat- 
ing to Aqaba is running on 
an average of 50 per cent 
c^iacity, while flights to 
Tel Aviv average 65 per 
ceoL 

Mr. (^tar flew Sun- 
day to Shann A1 Sheikh 
and concluded the con- 


tract with the Egyptian 
National Travel Company. 

He added that he is cur- 
rently negotiating with 
Jordanian travel agents 
and tour operators in 
order to organise three 
weekly flights between 
Shann A1 Sheikh and 
Aqaba with a view to 
increasing tourism to Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Quntar stated an 
expectation that tourist 
groups arriving from 
Shann A1 Sheikh will visit 


Petra. Wadi Rum and 
other archaeological sites 
in the southern regions of 
the Kingdom. 

The airline's future 
plans include flights to 
Damascus. Beirut, 
Alexandria. Lamoka and 
Ghordaqa. 

Royal >^^gs is owned 
by the national carrier 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) with 
one per cent ownership 
belonging to the Employ- 
ees' Savings Fund of RJ. 


Ethiopian troops said to leave Somalia 


(Continoed finom 1) 

Luq is 60 kilometres 
south of the Ethiopian bor- 
der but the aid officials said 
they had no word on casual- 
ties there. 

Dollow is 40 kfiometies 
to the southeast 
The aid ofGdals were 
speaking by telq)hone from 
the n(»ti]^tem Kenyan 
town of Mandera, one kilo- 
metre from Belet-Hawa and 
adjacent to the Ethiopian 
and Somali borders. 

They said thiee bombs hit 
Mandera during Friday's 
fighting and local authorities 
imposed a curfew as die 
Kenyan anny went on alert 
North MogatUshu faction 
leader AJi Mabdi Moham- 
mad on Samrday con- 
demned the Ethiopian 
attack, ui;^ Ethiopia to 
withdraw its forces from 
Somalia and called on the 
intemational community to 
push for a pullout 
Diplomats said A1 Ittihad 


forces had fled deeper into 
SomaUa to escape the cross- 
border assault by Ethiopian 
troops. 

The Ethiopian incursion, 
supported by the Somali 
National Front (SNF) since 
Thursday, was intended to 
strike at Muslirn fundamen- 
talist training camps and 
bases in western Somalia, 
they said. 

*Tt appears to be an in- 
and-out operation by the 
Ethi^ans to clear out what 
they see as the fundamental- 
ist vipers’ nest.” a Western 
diplomat in Nairobi told 
Reuters. 

He said the Ethiopian 
operation was apparently 
revenge for recent attacla 
induing a bomb blast at a 
hotel in the Ethiopian capi- 
tal Addis Ababa on Aug. 4 
and the attempted assassina- 
tion of a government minis- 
ter on July 8. 

“I hear there were a couple 
of t raining camps in the area 
they hit,” said die diplomat. 


adding it was unclear if the 
camps were used ' by 
Ethiopian Muslim ftinda- 
roentdists as well as Soma- 
lis. 

“The fundamentalists are 
fleeing towards Gabba- 
Hame pursued by the SNF," 
he added. “The Marehan 
(dan) are hammering 
them.” 

Gabba Harie is 90 kilome- 
tres from the Ethiopian bor- 
der and south of the towns 
seized on Thursday and Fri- 
day. 

An Ethiopian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman in 
Addis Ababa declined to 
comment on the reports of 
the Ethiopian incursion. 

Somalia has had no gov- 
ernment and has been tom 
apart by war since the fall of 
late President Mohammad 
Siad Bane in 19«f 

Somali Cactions fight 

At least 13 people were 
killed and 28 wounded on 


Saturday in the first dan 
battle involring Somali fac- 
tion leader Hussein Aideed's 
forces since he took over 
after the death of his father 
at the start of the month. 

Witnesses said militiamen 
loyal to Mr. Aideed and his 
arch-enemy, Mr. Ali 

Mahdi, fought in the village 
ofVVannohan,43 kilometres 
southwest of the capital. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi had reacted 
to the death of faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 
the scourge of U.S. and U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in 

Somalia in 1993, by 

announcing a unilatenil 
ceasefire by his alliance of 
forces. 

But he said he was recon- 
sidering the mov’e after the 
election of Mr. Hussein, 
^ppes among some Somalis 
Siier " Mohammad Farah 
Aideed’s death for an eariy 
end to six years of civil war 
faded when Hussein vowed 
to follow in his footsteps 
and fight his enemies. 











4 World News 


Dole chooses Kemp as 


r unning mate; aide^nlirms 


RUSSELL, Kansas (R) — 
Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole has 
chosen fonner New York 
Congressman Jack Kemp as 
his vice presidential running 
male, a Republican Party 
source confirmed Friday. 

Earlier. Dole Press Sec- 
retary Nelson Warfield said 
Sen. Dole had telephoned 
his choice and the oner had 
been accepted, but the 
spokesman would not say 
who Sen. Dole called. 

However, the Republican 
source said it was Mr. 
Kemp, a conservative who 
has often publicly disagreed 
with Sen. Dole and backed 
one of his rivals in this 
year's Republican pri- 
maries. 

ABC News showed video 
of Mr. Kemp boarding a pri- 
vate plane late Friday night 
and said he was flying to 
Kauisas to join Sen. Dole. 
Mr. Warfield said the Re- 
publican ticket would be 
formally announced at mid- 
day Saturday in Sen. Dole's 
hometown of Russell. 

"Bob Dole made the call." 
Mr. Warfield told reporters 
outside Sen. Dole's boy- 
hood honTc. “Bob Dole got 
the answer he was looking 
for. and we've got a veep." 

Sen. Dole and his choice 
spoke about 15 minutes, Mr. 
Waifield said. 

Television showed Mr. 
Kemp at Dallas-Fort Worth 
Airport shortly after arriv- 
ing Friday night talking on a 
phone on the tarmac. Top 
Dole aide Shiela Burke was 
with Mr. Kemp, who 
clutched a bundle of papers 
in one hand. 

*'Jack Kemp would be a 
tremendous addition to the 
dckeL He's a common sense 
conservative with a national 
track record and he would 
be a very powerful addition 
to a Dole ticket to take on 
B,ill Clinton in November," 
Mr. Warfield ' said earlier 
Friday. 



Former Housing Secretary Jack Kemp (left) stands 
with his wife Joanne during a political stopover in 
Orlando. Mr. Kemp has accepted presideotial candi- 
date Bob Dole's request as his vice presidential running 
mate for the upcoming election (Reuter photo) 


Sen. Dole and Mr. Kemp 
met twice this week to dis- 
cuss the vice presidency and 
hfr. Kemp contirmed he had 
held further discussions 
with senior Dole campaign 
staff since Chen. 

Senior Republicans gath- 
ering in San Diego for next 
week's Republican National 
Convention quickly wel- 
comed the unconfirmed 
reports that Mr. Kemp was 
the choice with open enthu- 
siasm and new hope he 
would revitalise the flag- 
ging Dole election effort 

In picking Mr. Kemp. Sen. 
Dole had to put aside years 
of being at odds with the 


Clinton blasts 
Republicans 


former housing secretary. 
Mr. Kemp and Sen. Dole 
both sought the party’s pres- 
idential nomination in 1988 
and this year Mr. Kemp 
endorsed rnilUonaire Steve 
Forbes over Sen. Dole in the 
Republican primaries. 

Sen. Dole journeyed back 
to his small hometown en 
route to ne.\t week’s 
Republican Convention in 
San Diego at which he will 
accept the biggest political 
prize of his long career — 
the party's presidential 
nomination. 

Sen. • Dole, seeming 
pleased w;th.his vice presi- 
dential' choice, told reppi;- 


ters aboard his campaign 
plane on a flight from Wa- 
shington to Kansas that he 
had made the decision but 
would not even inform the 
person chosen until Friday 
evening. 

Even a$ Sen. Dole denied 
earlier Friday chat he had 
offered Mr. Kemp the run- 
ning mate slot, Republicans 
gathering for next week's 
national convention applau- 
ded the selection of Mr. 
Kemp. 

Dlinois Representative 
Henry Hyde, who chaired 
the Republican Platform 
ComiTuttee this week, said 
Mr. Kemp's presence on the 
ticket would help broaden 
Sen. Dole's appeal to 
minorities. “With blacks, 
with the Jewish community, 
with inner city groups. Jack 
Kemp has a marvellous his- 
tory of connecting,’’ Mr. 
Hyde said. 

Aboard the plane, Sen. 
Dole made clear to reporters 
that, whoever die choice, he 
was pleased with it. Asked 
if he considered it the “per- 
fect 10" he has mentioned 
as his goal, he replied: 
“Probably 11." 

Arriving at his modest 
brick house where he grew 
up. Sen. Dole chatted with 
neighbours he bad knowu 
for years but would not let 
them in on his big secret of 
a vice presidential choice. 

In Abilene, Kansas, before 
arriving in Russell. Sen. 
Dole told a well-wisher the 
trip to his native Kansas and 
hometown would give him 
a boost on the way to San 
Diego and in his uphill cam- 
paign against President Bill 
Clinton. 

The convention opens 
Monday, and on Wednesday 
evening will formally nomi- 
nate Sen. Dole to lead the 
party iiuo the Nov. 5 elec- 
tion battle against Democ- 
ratic President Bill Clinton 
hnd Vice President A1 Gore. 


Huii Sen: Khmer Rouge 
forces attack defectors 


JACKSON HOLE, Wyoming (R) -< President BiU Clinton 
Saturday lashed out at congressional Republicans for 
watering down anti-terrorism legislation, accusing them of 
pandering to the gun lobby. 

Mr. Clinton, vacationing in Wyoming, criticised the 
Republicans for cutting out two measures — one to expand 
wiretap authority and a second to put chemical markers, or 
"taggants,” in certain explosives. 

“We cannot cost aside any tools in this fight forihe secu- 
rity of our country and the safety of our people," Mr. 
Clinton said in the address, which was recorded in 
California Friday but released in Wyoming. 

“That is exactly what the Republican majority in 
Congress did by stripping from the anti-terrorism legisla- 
tion key provisions tiiat law enforcement needs to help 
them find out. track down and shut down terrorists.’' he 
added. 

The expanded wiretap authority Mr. Clinton wants would 
allow police to listen in to any communications device — 
a telephone, pager or mobile phone. Wiretap authority is 
generdly granted only for a specific telephone number. 

Mr. Clinton also wanted the legislation to permit a study 
of putting chemical taggants in black and smokeless pow- 
der. two common explosives used in homemade bombs. 

This measure was also struck from the anti-terrorism bill 
that he signed into law in April. 

Mr. Clinton has sought to revive the ideas following the 
July 1 7 crash of TWA Flight SOO. whose cause has not been 
determined, and the explosion of a pipe bomb at the 
Olympics in Atlanta ten ^ys later. 

“The Republicans in Congress could give law enforce- 
ment this anti-terrorism tool, but once again they're listen- 
ing to the gun lobby over law enforcement." Clinton 
said. 

Mr. Clinton was tarring Republicans as slaves of special 
interests while glossirtg over the fact that some of his pro- 
posals. particularly on wiretapping, are also opposed by 
liberal ^ups. 

Mr. Clinton arrived in Wyoming Friday afternoon for a 
vacation with his wife, Hillary, and daughter. Chelsea, and 
was due lo slay until the following Saturday. 

The White House timed the vacation to coincide with the 
Republican Convention in Son Diego, which was expected 
to chose former Senator Bob Dole as the piuty's presiden- 
tial nominee next week. 

Well aware that the spotlight would be trained on the 
Republicans this week. Mr. Clinton's advisers have sought 
to portray him as above the political fray while on holiday. 

But as the strongly partisan tone of the radio address sug- 
gested, the president will not pass up any chance to go on 
the attack. 

Mr. Clinton, who also vacationed here last year, was stay- 
ing at the Jackson Hole home of Wall Street banker Max 
Chapman, which sits beside the spectacular Grand Teton 
Mountains. 

Although most of the week was expected to be devoted 
to Mr. Clinton's passion for golf, as well as hiking and raft- 
ing in the area's mountains and gorges, the president was 
also expected to make some news. 

On Monday be was scheduled to visit Yellowstone 
National Park, where congressional sources and environ- 
mental lobbyists said he was expected to discuss a plan to 
halt a proposed mine near the pork. 

The White House declined comment on what, if any- 
thing, Mr. Ginlon may announce Monday. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Fighting has erupted bet- 
ween defectors fopm the 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla 
group and troops loyal to 
Pol Pot and other hdrolin- 
ers of the radical oiganisa- 
tion, Cambodia’s Co- 
Premier Hun Sen said 
Saturday. 

Commenting on the 
most serious split in the 
Khmer Rouge r anks since 
the Maoist organisation 
was ousted from power in 
Cambodia in 19/9, Hun 
Sen said more defections 
were expected. 

He said fighting Friday 
involved one of the defect- 
ing Khmer Rouge divi- 
sions, 450. 

“Yesterday (Friday) 
there was a fight between 
Division 320 and Division 
450 and Division 450 cap- 
tured two tanks." he said 
adding that tiie two groups 
had stopped fighting but 
he expected a renewed 
assault on the renegades 
Saturday. 

The premier added ±at 
the attacks on the rene- 
gade commanders had 
been ordered by Pol Pot. 
who was rumoured to 
have died in June. 

‘Tomorrow or next week 
the situation will be far 
belter and another divi- 
sion. 519, has declared it 
is ready to join the govern- 
ment but our top officials 
haven't met them directly 
yet." the second prime 
minister told reporters. 

Mr. Hun sen said Thurs- 
day that two commanders 
of the rebels’ key Phnom 
Molai and Pailin zones on 
northwestern Cambodia's 
border with Thailand had 
defected along with thou- 
sands of supporters. 

The commanders, Sok 
Peap of Division 450 in 
Phnom Malai and 
Division 415 chief Mit 
Chien. have not confirmed 
their defection but said 
Friday that they and 
another division, 250. sup- 
ported former Khmer 
Rouge number two leng 
Saiy and his efforts for 
national reconciliation. 

Khmer Rouge Radio has 
broadcast orders for the 


arrest of both commanders 
as traitors and embezzlers 
and said Thursday that 
leng Sory, foreign minister 
in the brutal 1975-79 rule 
of Efol Pot, would be exe- 
cuted If caught 

The guerrillas* clandes- 
tine radio Saturday morn- 
ing denied the government 
claims of mass defections 
in the west and northwest 
while acknowledging that 
Sok Peap, Mit Chien and 
“their few parmers” had 
switched sides. 

Mr. Hun Sen for the first 
time confirmed' that leng 
Sary had been involved in 
the weeks of negotiations 
with the defectors. 

“1 thank him (leng Sary) 
because he did a good job 
that is worth the lives of 
tens of thousands of peo- 
ple." said the premier, 
adding that past misdeeds 
must be kept aside. 

It was not clear if he 
meant that the government 
was ready to forgive leng 
Sary, who was sentenced 
to ^ath in absentia with 
Pol Pot in 1979 for his role 
in the de^s of more than 
one million people under 
the Khmer Rouge rule of 
terror. 

But the premier, who 
said Saturday that almost 
4.000 guerrillas and thou- 
sands of dependants were 
involved in the defection, 
added that the turncoats 
faced a battle threat from 
forces loyal to hardliners 
Son Sen and Th Mok. 

The one-legged Ta Mok 
is the Khmer Rouge's 
most feared commander 
and earned the name 
“butcher" as the hatchet 
man for Pol Pot in the late 
1970s. 

The Khmer Rouge 
signed an international 
peace neaxy in 1991 but 
refused to take pan in 
United Nations-run elec- 
tions in Combodia in 1993 
and continued to fight the 
new coalition govemmenL 
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The supposed members of a new Mexican guerrilla movement, the EPR (Popular 
Revolutionary Army) pose with Kalashnikovs during a photo opportnnity in a moun- 
tain camp deep in the eastern Sierra Madre Mountains. The new group first appeared 
at the commemoration of a peasant massacre in the Guerrero State village of Aguas 
Blancas on Jane 28; after which there had been doubts as to their authenticity. The 
group announced that they had formed a clandestine poUticai party and that they 
would group 14 armed revolotionary movements in Mexico (Reuter photo) 


Mexican guerrillas become new 
thorn in the side of government 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
new leftist guerrilla group 
in Mexico is the latest head- 
ache for a government that 
already has one rebellioa on 
its bands and faces wide- 
spread discontent amid a se- 
vere economic crisis, politi- 
cal analysts said Friday. 

The self-styled Popular 
Revolutionary Army, or 
EPR. has cdled for the 
overthrow of the gowm- 
Tnent of President Ernesto 
Zedillo at the same time as 
the administration tries to 
negotiate peace with Zapa- 
tista rebels iu the southern 
state of C!hi^as. 

EPR rebels met wqth jour- 
nalists for tbe first time this 
week since their surprise 
appearance at a peasant ral- 
ly on June 28 in the western 
state of Guerrero. 

The meeting took plaice in 
the eastern Sierra Madre 
Mountains, a rugged range 
that runs from the eastern 
states of Hidalgo. Veracruz 
and Puebla to the southern 
state of Oaxaca. 

That suggests the rebel 
group is also active outside 
of Guerrero, where mem- 
ters have ambushed army 
patrols in recent weeks, 
analysts said. One soldier 
died and two others were 
injured earlier this week 
when they were ambushed 
bv aimed men in Guerrero. 


‘The military can control 
the situation in one area, but 
if there are armed groups in 
three areas (Chiapas, (Guer- 
rero and the eastern Sierra 
Madre Mountains), that 
worries me." said Roberto 
Blum, a political analyst at 
the Centre for Development 
Research, a Mexico City- 
based think tank. 

Mexico's army could have 
a cough time hunting down 
rebels if they are spread out 
across different states with 
inaccessible terrain, agreed 
Roderic Camp, a political 
science professor at Tulane 
University in New Orleans. 
Louisiana, who studies the 
Mexican military. 

Rebels showed journalists 
an array of assault rifles and 
said they had formed a clan- 
destine political party that 
^uped 14 armt^ revolu- 
tionary groups in Mexico. 

The Zapatistas, who 
launched their uprising in 
1994 but have been in peace 
talks ever since, have said 
they are not tied to the new 
guerrillas. 

Although the rebels are 
not likely to threaten Mexi- 
co's stability, they could 
become a constant thorn in 
the side of ±e military and 
increase political pre'ssure 
on the embattled Zedillo 
government, analysts said. 

One factor in the govern- 


ment's favour is that most 
Me.xicons are opposed to 
violence and appear to have 
little sympathy for the new 
group. Mr. Camp said. 

But many Mexicans are 
not surprised by the appear- 
ance of guerrilla groups 
during the past few years in 
Mexico, where a severe 
recession sparked by the 
1994 peso cra.sh cost more 
than a million people their 
jobs. 

Although the economy is 
just beginning to recover, 
the government admits it 
will take several years for 
people's purchasing power 
to return to pre-devaluation 
levels. 

‘There are people in this 
country whose needs are 
clearly not being met. And 
some of them think violence 
is their only solution." Mr. 
Blum said. 

Added to the govern- 
ment's woes are a series of 
political assassinations in 
recent years widely blamed 
on ha^liners within Mr. 
Zedillo's long-ruting Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Par- 
ty and corruption scandals 
that have badly tarnished 
the government's image. 

“Maybe people's patience 
is running out." added Mr. 
Blum. 


South African chauffeur says 
he invented tourist abduction 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A South African 
chauffeur confessed Saturday to dreaming 
up the abduction of three foreign tourists to 
cover his tracks after his boss's minibus in 
which we was moonlighting was stolen, 
angry police said. 

Driver Peter Manyekane's tale of how 
five gangsters ambushed his vehicle Thurs- 
day. cast him out and sped away with the 
terrified visitors on boai^ triggered a mas- 
sive police search. 

South Africans had lamented the hijack- 
ing as fresh proof that violent crime was 
spiralling out of anyone's control. 

“The hijacking of three foreigners is a 
shattering confinnation of the lawlessness 
that grips this countiy.’’ the (Citizen newspa- 
per said. 

Police spokesman Jan Combrinck told a 
news conference almost two days after the 
alleged abduction that it was all a hoax. 

Mr. Manyekane had indeed been hijacked 
while he was illegally using his tour com- 
pany’s minibus to fe^ passengers in the 
rough black township of Alexandra, in 


northern Johannesburg. 

But the foreign visitors, whom Mr. 
Manyekane said he had picked up from the 
airport and was taking to a hotel, never 
existed. 

Combrinck said 100 police officers had 
been deployed to search for the men report- 
ed missing, in a costly and time-consuming 
operation. 

The grey minibus was recovered Friday 
morning in Alexandra, but with no trace of 
the alleged passengers, who the driver had 
said were probably British businessmen 
who had flown up from Cape Town for a 
long weekend. 

Although the fact the story was false, a 
dozen people had phoned in to police with 
tip-offs about three white men who were 
being held hostage. 

Mr. Combrinck said three locals bad been 
detained for questioning in connection with 
the hijacking but it was not clear if Mr. 
Manyekane, 42, was in cahoots with them. 

He was being questioned further. 


Tests suggest all universe ripe for life 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The discovery this week of 
possible evidence of life 
on Mars has electrified 
debate over whether the 
universe is a barren void 
or a nursery pregnant with 
Ufe. 

Scientists who have 
come stunningly close to 
repeating genesis in a test 
tube say tbe building 
blocks for life exist every- 
where. The challenge is 
putting them together. 

‘The origin of life is a 
relatively easy thing and 
there's a wide variety of 
conditions under which ic 
will take place," said Stan- 
ley Miller, professor emer- 
itus at tbe University of 
California at San Diego 


and a pioneer in tbe field. 

“Perhaps the remarkable 
thing is that even though 
Mars is not a favourable 
environmenu the origin of 
life took place." 

Astronomers have found 
that the same gases of our 
solar system are present 
throughout the universe. 

Efforts to make micro- 
scopic life from these 
basic elements on j^h 
suggest the chance of life 
arising under similar cir- 
cumstances is the same 
everywhere, chemists, bio- 
logists and other experts 
say. 

•‘It seems fairly likely 
that life similar to ours, if 
there is water available ... 
Would evolve in other 


environments in our 
gala.\y or our universe." 
said James Ferris, a lead- 
ing researcher and editor 
of the journal Origins of 
Life and Evolution of the 
Biosphere. 

Underlying much of the 
research is the question: 
Was the development of 
life on Earth unique, or did 
the universe’s chemical 
elements naturally evolve 
into life? 

The answer appears to be 
that at least the chemical 
reactions that set the stage 
for early life would be 
simiiiar everywhere, but 
resultant living organisms 
would differ because of 
the genetic mutations in 
evolution. 


British daily sees 
romance for 
Andrew 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Andrew, recently-divorced 
second son of Queen 
Elizabeth, spent the early 
hours of Friday gazing into 
the eyes of an old flame. 
American-born Koo Start:, 
the Daily Mirror said. The 
romantic interlude came at 
a party thrown jointly by 
the prince and Us former 
wife SaiUi to mark the 10th 
anniversary of their own 
marriage, even though it 
ended four months ^o. the 
tabloid newspaper report- 
ed. Society photographer 
Stark. 40. arrived alone at 
the 36-year-old prince's 
country home for the party, 
and sat next to him at din- 
ner. The tw'o danced toge- 
ther before kissing good- 
night at three in the morn- 
ing. it reported, quoting 
unnamed party guests. 
•They only had eyes for 
each otherJ dancing cheek 
to cheek,” ran its headline. 


Hungarian scrap 
merchant admits 
stealing tanks 
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BUDAPEST (R) — A 
scrap merchant has admit- 
ted stealing three tanks 
from an army shooting 
range in western Hungary, 
the Hungarian News Agen- 
cy (MTf) reported. The 31- 
year-old man was arrested 
when he tried to sell cut-up 
pieces of the obsolete T-34s 
to a foundry in the steel 
town of Dunaujvaros, more 
than 100 kilometres away. 
Police said he arrived at the 
range with two trucks and a 
crane in early July and took 
three hours to load up the 
tanks, which were used 
only as targets. If convict- 
ed, he could be jailed for 
up to three years. 
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Woman pregnant 
with 8 babies 


LONDON (R) — News 
that a British, woma n is 1^ ■ • 

weeks pregnant with eight i - 
babies after being given 
fertility drugs gave a fresh 
twist to controversy over 
the country's abortion 
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laws. The Birmingham 


Post did not name tbe 
woman, although it said 
she was in her 20s and 
already had one child. It 
said her multiple pregnan- 
cy was caused by her 
ignoring doctors' advice 
not to have sex while tak- 
ing..the urugs to increase 
her egg production. Robert 
sawers. consultant gynae- 
cologist at Birmingham 
Maternity Hospital, said 
the w'oman would be well 
advised to have some of the 
foetuses aborted. “It’s most 
probable that none of the 
babies will survive unless 
she undertakes foetal 
reduction." be said. 


Alabamans may be 
first all-male U.S. 
quintuplets 


MONTGOMERY, Alaba- 
ma (R) — Five boys bom 
to an Alabama woman this 
week are believed to be the 
first all-male set of quintu- 
plets in the United States, 
hospital officials said. 
Their mother. Amy Fielder 
Guttersohn of Montgome- 
ry, gave birth to the boys 
within just three minutes 
— between 9:16 and 9:19 
p.m. local rime Thursday. 
Two of the children were 
identical. Officials at the 
Baptist Medical Centre 
said the woman and her 
sons were in good health 
after the extremely rare 
birth. 
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‘Vampire rapisf 
falls drug test, 
returns to jail 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) 
— John Crutchley, the so- 
called “Vampire rapist," 
returned to jail, lock^ up 
after a drug test showed he 
had smoked marijuana dur- 
ing a prison party celebrat- 
ing his release, officials 
said. Mr. Crutchley, 49, 
J^ved at Orlando’s Proba- 
tion and Restitution Centre 
Thursday to the chagrin of 
local residents after serving 
10 years of a 25-year sen- 
tence for raping a 19-year- 
old hitchhiker, dr aining 40 
per cent of her blood and 
drinking some of it 
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f Idlometres away from Virgen De Las Nieves campsite, after 

(Reuter photo) swept over a crowded family campsite in the Spanish Pyrenees dty of Biescas on Aug. 7 

Searchers find new bodies as toll rises to 77 


BIESCAS, Spain (.AFP) — 
Searchers discovered new 
bodies Sanirday as the loll 
of the Spanish campsite dis- 
aster rose to 77 and officials 
warned that up to 40 other 
people were siUI missing. 

.Around 1 .000 people were 
engaged in the search oper- 
ation which focussed 
around the Sabinanigo 
Dam, 15 kilometres down- 
stream from the campsite at 
Biescas, oonhem Spain 
\^hich was devastated by a 
freak flashflood last Wed- 
nesday. 

There is sadly every pos- 
sibility that numerous bod- 
ies swept away by the vio- 
lent current have been car- 
ried down the 15 kilometres 
of the Gallego River which 
runs alongside the campsire 
and ended up blocked 
agaiast the dam.” said pne 
firefighter. 

Three bodies were pulled 


from the mud early Satur- 
day. two just a kilometre 
from the campsite, the third 
at an as yet unrevealed loca- 
tion, an olficia] of the Ara- 
gon Regional Administra- 
tion said. 

Two more bodies were 
discovered at around mid- 
day under branches on the 
banks of the Gallego River, 
two kilometres away. 

A legal investigation was 
opened Saturday into the 
causes of the disaster. 

Mechanical shovels 
woiked throughout the 
night under projectors to sift 
through the mud, twisted 
metal and tree stumps that 
swept through die campsite. 
Sriiner dogs were also used 
to comb the area. 

One body, that of a baby 
half-buried under a mound 
of earth and stones, was 
located because of the cloud 
of flies hovering over it, one 


of the searchers said. 

Two Civil Protection 
Agents aboard an inflatable 
dinghy manoeuvred through 
the muddy waters at the 
Sabinanigo Dam. clearing 
away branches, parts of 
reftigerator boxes, caravan 
doors, lone shoes and other 
debris carried away by the 
torrent. 

According to Luis Zapa- 
tero, the leader of the team 
of Spanish frogmen who 
will search the reservoir 
Saturday, the bodies should 
now begin rising to the sur- 
face. ”TIus phenomenon ge- 
nerally occurs some 48 
hours after drowning.” be 
said. 

“Other bodies, between 
seven and 20. will certainly 
be discovered in the next 48 
hours,” predicted a spokes- 
man for Aragon's provincial 
govememnt. Jh4)...^Ctf]os 
Cordoba.' 



Dead bodies Ue on tables next to coffins in Jaca^s Ice PavOlion ater a torrent of mud 
and rock swept over a crowded family campsite in the Spani^ Pyren^ city of 
Biescas on Aug. 7. At least 77 people were killed and more tban ISO were ipjored m 
the floods (Reuter photo) 


Mr. Cordoba said it re- 
mained difficult to give a 
precise number for those 
missing, but he estimated it 
was l^tween 30 and 40. 
However, he said some of 
those unaccount^ for may 
have left the campsite at the 
time of the flooding and not 
since reported their where- 
abouts to any ofGcials. 

The authorities have long 
given up all hope of fining 
any furrier survivors. 

Of the 77 dead, 71 have 
been identified — four 
Dutch and two French na- 
tionals were among the vic- 
tims so far identifted. 

In Jaca, 25 kilometres 
from the campsite where a 
temporary mo^e has been 
set up. 20 families were still 
waiting for news of missing 
relatives. 

Aragon authorities ^ 
to tourists in'the re- 
gion. both Spanish and for- 
eign. to contact their fami- 
lies to tell them they were 
safe. 

The switchboards of pub- 
lic offices have been inun- 
dated with calls from ab- 
road or from embassies in 
Madrid as callers seek news 
of relatives vacationing in 
the Spanish Pyrenees. 

The authorities have es-' 
tablished that 654 campers 
were re^stered at the Las 
Nieves site at the time of the 
disaster. 

However, the figure may 
not be defrnitive because 
some people do not register 
all family members and 
there could have been a 
number of visitors. 

The controversy over the 
original decision to locate 
the campsite at Biescas con- 
tinued to rumble Saturday. 

According to the Spanish 
agency EFE, a r^x>rt seven 
years ago advis^l against 
siting it in a narrow valley 
at the foot of a mountain 
through which a river nuis. 

Regional officials howev- 
er have insisted that the dis- 
aster arose because of ex- 
ceptional circumstances 
likely to arise "'once in a 
thousand years.” 


BurundVs new ruler wants talks with rebels 
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^ BUJUMBURA (R) — Jhe 
• ^ Burundian defence minister 
said Hutu rebels killed ai 
least 32 people and wound- 
ed 28 Saturday in the vio- 
lent northwestern Cibitoke 
province. 

“Ail the victims were 
civilians, " Defence Minister 
Firmin Sinzoyiheba told 
Reuters, adding Uic Tutsi- 
' led army had begun an 

operation in Cibitoke, the 
most dangerous area in the 
central African country 
where the army and rebels 
have fought for three years. 

The attack came as 
Burundi's new military ru- 
ler,- Pierre Buyoya from the 
country* *s minority Tutsi 
tribe, said that the rebels 
bad 10 disarm and denounce 
violence if they wanted to 
enter into peace talks. 

“We can start looking for 
ways of how to get in con- 
I tact with rebel leaders if 

- they show signals they ^ 

ready to denounce die vio- 
lence and the ideology of 
genocide and lay down their 
weapons,” Maj- Buyoya 
said in an interview in 


Bujumbura. 

“At the moment there are 
no such signals. But the 
rebels say they want to talk 
to us and we say we want 
dialogue. Now there is a 
will, and we have to be 
patient to go through a 
peace process,” he told 
Reuters. 

Maj. Buyoya, who took 
power on July 25 after the 
army toppled Hutu Presi- 
dent Sylvestre Ntibamun- 
oanya, said if rebel leader 
Leonard Nyangoma did not 
accept them he would face 
w:iT. 

“We are offering dialogue. 
If Nyangoma does not 
accept this offer there will, 
be war. He must know that 
we are also ready to fight If 
forced, we will make war.” 

Some 150,000 people 
have died in Burundi m 
three years of vicious war 
between the army and re- 
bels of the Hutu majonty, 
which make up 85 per cent 
of Burundi's 5.6 million 
people. 

Maj. Buyoya said nis 
coup w'as necessary to head 


off genocide in Burundi, but 
regional African leaders 
have imposed economic 
sanctions against the land- 
locked coun^ to push for a 
return to civilian nile. 

Neighbouring Rwanda, 
where up to a million peo- 
ple died in war and genoci- 
dal massacres in 1994, 
Friday joined Tanzania, 
Kenya. Uganda. Ethiopia 
and Cameroon in an eco- 
nomic blockade that inc- 
ludes severed air links. 

‘The ideology of genocide 
IS coatinuing.” said state 
radio, which reported diat 22 
people were . killed in the 
Saturday morning r^d in 
Cibitoke, the country's most 
violent region. There was no 
immediate independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

Spealdog at his heavily 
guarded hilltop villa overioo- 
king Bujumbura. Maj. Buyo- 
ya promised to respond soon 
to regional leaders who de- 
manded immediate direct 
peace talks with Hutu rebels. 

Hutu rebel leader Nyan^ 
ma, a former interior mi-ois- 
ter, called on Burundians Fri- 


day to disobey their miHtaiy 
rulers and said he expected 
sanctions to force the Tutsi- 
dominated government to 
negotiate. 

Air Fiance and the Belgian 
airline Sabena have cancelled 
flights to Bujumbura sched-- 
ul^ for Sunday and the 
United States has advised its 
nationals to leave. 

U.N. officials said the body 
bad decided to evacuate non- 
essential staff estimated to 
number between 30 and 70 
all aid agencies, leaving 
about 100 in Burundi. 

They were trying to get 
authorisation for planes to 
land. 

Maj. Buyoya played down 
the embargo, which has 
caused an economic crunch 
in die landlocked country that 
imports all its fuel and relies 
on coffee exports for 90 per 
cent of its haid currency. 

”We chose the embargo 
over genocide,” be said. *^e 
are pr^aring ourselves to 
face the hardship. We will 
continue to exj^ain to our 
neighbours that an embargo 
is not a solution.” 


Rebels resist in Grozny as 
Russian armour attacks 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Russian troops and Gbechen 
rebels fought fierce battles 
in Grozny Saturday as the 
guerrillas put up stiff resis- 
tance to a new armoured 
assault on the fifth day of a 
major offensive. 

Boris Yeltsin, whose sec- 
ond presidential term has so 
far been marred by battles 
which have killed hundreds, 
sacked his personal repK- 
sentative in Cheebenya 
Oleg Lobov and replac^ 
him with General Alexander 
Leb^ his national securi^ 
adviser. 

Televisicm chaimels can- 
celled some entertainment 
programmes ^er Mr. Yel- 
tsin declared Saturday a day 
of mouming for Grozny. 

Prime Nfinister Viktor 
Chernmnydin, whose re- 
appointment was comfrxt- 
ably confirmed Saturday by 
a parliament dominated by 
Mr. Yeltsin's Communist 
foes, told deputies the 20- 
month war was unwinnable 
and that political solutions 
had not b^ exhausted. 

' But “terrorists and ban- 
dits” bad to be put down, he 
added. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Moscow govern- 
ment official Seigei Slip- 
chenko in late afternoon as 
saying federal troop had 
reached the centre of Groz- 
ny and said rebel spokes- 
man Movladi Udugov told 
him the guerrillas were 


pulling out 

But Mr. Udugov told Reu- 
ters they were still resisting 
a repeated onslaught by 
Rusaan armoured columns 
and eyewitnesses spoke of 
continued heavy fi^^tiog in 
the centre. 

Tt's a real bloody minc- 
ing machine ” Mr. Udugov 
said by tel^bone. “Russian 
armour is till tiying to break 
through to tite centre of 
Grozny, they are making 
attack after attack.” 

But the assaults had been 
beaten off, he added. 

Russian television corre- 
spondent Abrek Baitov, one 
of a group of journalists 
trapped by heavy fighting 
around the central govern- 
ment compound, said 
expectations of an early res- 
cue by feder^ forces had 
been (kshed. 

‘This moming brought us 
some hope c? an early 
release ft^ our captivity. 
But every new hour has 
convinced us it will not be 
quick.” He said in a broad- 
cast at 2 p.m. (1000 GMT). 

“When federal forces 
arrived in the centre the 
rebels did not start run- 
ning,'’ be said. The rebels 
appeared more familiar with 
the battlefield and to have 
superior tactics. 

“There is no sign of them 
running out of ammuni- 
tion.” 

TASS later quoted Mos- 
cow official Seigei Stepa- 


shin as saying the joumal- 
isis had bran evacuated by 
federal troops. Interfax 
News Agency quoted a mil- 
itary official in Grozny as 
saying their evacuation 
would Stan at 7 p.m. Nei- 
ther report was confirmed. 

On Friday, Russian offi- 
cials were quoted as saying 
the journalists and other 
civilians were safe. It was 
not the case. 

Among other uncon- 
firmed reports, both side.s 
have accused the other of 
atrocities and of using civil- 
ians as human shields. 

Interfax quoted rebel lead- 
ers as saying Doku Zav- 
gayev. the head of the pro- 
Moscow Chechen govern- 
ment, was dead. But TASS 
quoted a member of parlia- 
ment who said he had spo- 
ken to him. 

Mr. Yeltsin ordered Mr. 
Chernomyrdin to hold a ses- 
sion of the State Commis- 
sion on Chechnya Sunday 
to establish how far his own 
appointees were to blame 
for the miliiaiy debacle this 
week. 

It was not clear what 
effect, if any Saturday’s 
appointment of Gen. Let^d 
would have, but the general 
said after Tuesday's daring 
rebel raid on Grozny that he 
favoured “a new approach” 
on talks. 

The president also ordered 
Prosecutor General Yuri 
Skuratov to start a criminal 


investigation into the attack, 
which followed weeks of 
Russian attacks on Chechen 
villages that began at'ter Mr. 
Yeltsin was reelected on 
July 3. Each side accuses 
the other of breaking a pre- 
election peace deal. 

Mr. Yeltsin ha.s removed 
minister after minister in the 
aftermath of a series of bun- 
gles since he sent his forces 
to end the rebels' three-year 
independence drive in 
December 1994. More than 
30,000 people have been 
killed, most of tlieni civil- 
ians. 

In a sign that Mr. Yeltsin 
may not intend to soften 
Kremlin policy against the 
rebels, he declared Friday: 
“I will let no one speak to 
the federal authorities in the 
language of blackmail. 
Terrorist raids will be deci- 
sively put down.” 

The army admits to more 
than 100 dead. The rebels 
say they have killed more 
than 1,000 soldiers. Civilian 
casualQr figures were not 
available. The Red Cross 
says hundreds are wounded 
and has asked both sides to 
cease fire so they can be 
evacuated. 

Mr. Udugov said he had 
agreed to talk to Russian 
officials Sunday moming to 
discuss opening a “humani- 
tarian corridor” to allow 
civilians to be evacuated. 


U.N. denies 
Ghali sent 
aide to 
campaign in 
Africa 

GENEVA (R) ^ A United 
Nations spol^won^ has 
rejected suggestions Seo 
letaiy-Cjeneral Boutros 
Ghali had sent a senior aide 
to Africa in June to cam- 
paign for his reelectioQ. 

Tlierese Gastaut told re- 
porters Ibraham Fall, who 
heads the UJ^.'s human 
rights centre in Geneva, 
visited two African 
countries as pait of pcqia- 
rations fr« a continental 
human ngfits conforence. 

T deny tiiat the objea of 
his trip was to canqiaign 
for the secretary-general,” 
she said. Tt was purely 
linked to preparations for a 
h uman rights conference 
proposed by Angola.” 

Ms. Gastaut. director of 
information at the world 
body's European head- 
quarters, was speaking af- 
ter an article on Mr. Fall’s 
journey appeared in Fri- 
day’s edition of the Paris 
International Herald-Iri- 
bune oew^per. 

She said Mr. Fall, a for- 
mer Senegalese ftxeign 
minister, had gone to Sene- 
gal and Gatxin on his way 
to a summit in June of tlw 
Organisation of Affican 
Unity (OAU) in Yaounde, 
CamerouD, which he 
with Dr. Ghali. 
“The purpose was to con- 
sult with the Senegalese 
and Gabonese govern- 
ments on the Angolan pro- 
posal for the first-ever hu- 
man rights conference at 
ministerial level in Africa,” 
she added. 

President Eduardo Dos 
Sanfos of Angola proposed 
convening the conference 
in a letter to Dr. Ghali ear- 
lier this year and the secre- 
tary-general, with his Hi^ 
Commissions for Human 
Rights Jose Ayala Lasso, 
nominated Mr. Fall to help 
organise iL 

The Herald-Tribune arti- 
cle, by its Geneva coire- 
qiondent, said '"high-rank- 
ing U.S. and European of- 
ficials” suspected that Mr. 
Fall had been despatched 
to four countries just be- 
fore the Yaounde summit 
to whip up baddng for Dr. 
GbaU. 

A spok^man for the U.S. 
mission in Geneva, asked 
about the report, said: “We 
are looking carefully into 
the matter but we have 
nothing ftirther to add at 
(he momenL” 


Russia’s State Duma backs 
Chernomyrdin as premier 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
Conimuiust-^nimated lo- 
wer house of parliament 
Sanirday approved the reap- 
pointment of Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Clhenromyrdiii, 
who had been nominal by 
President Boris Yelt^ Fri- 
day. 

Chernomyrdin, who 
needed a simple majority of 
226 votes in the State Du- 
ma, was approved by a hef- 
ty 314 votes to 85 with 
three abstentions in a secret 
ballot, parliamentary offi- 
cials said. 

T congratulate Viktor 
Chernomyrdin,” D uma 
Speaker Gennady Selerii- 
nyov, a member of the 
Communist opposition, 
said. 

Mr. Chexnomyidin, 58, 
who first took office in De- 
cember 1992, thanked de- 
puties after the vote. 

“From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank you for your 
trust,” he said. T am sure 
we will find understanding 
and many solutions.” 

Deputies in the chamber, 
in wUcb Commmunists and 
their allies command tbe 
biggest bloc controlling at 
least a third of the 450 
votes, had eariier attacked 
his government's economic 
poli^ when Mr. Chemo- 
mynte answered questions 
after delivering a 45-minute 
speech. 

But rejecting him would 
have (Movoked a showdown 
ndiich could have allowed 
Mr. Yeltsin to dissolve par- 
liament — something most 
duties, inclading the 
Communists, wanted to 
avoid. 

Mr. Chemomyrdio, pro- 
posed by tbe piesi^t after 
Mr. Yeltsin's inaugii^on, 
vowed to guide Russia into 
a new era of economic 
growth and to improve liv- 
ing standards. 

He comniitted himself to 
“adequate measures” to end 
foe conflict in Chechenya 



Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin addresses a spe- 
cial session of the State Dnma, lower house of parlia- 
ment Saturday. Mr. Chernomyrdin called to vote on his 
renomination by President Boris Yeltsin, saying the 
government was moving to a new stage of econoouc 
r^onn devoted to growth and structural change 
(Reuter photo) 


and promised to launch an 
investigation into a humili- 
ating rebel Chechen offen- 
sive in which hundreds of 
Russian soldiers have been 
killed or wounded since 
Tuesday. 

But tie said the only way 
to peace was through nego- 
liations and added: “A com- 
pletely militaiy solution is a 
dead end.” 

Mr. Yeltsin declared Sa- 
turday a day of mourning 
for people killed in the 
fighting and flags flew at 
h^ mast in Moscow. 

Mr. Yeltsin responded to 


the rebel attack on Grozny 
by appointing security sup- 
remo Alexander Leb^ his 
represeniative in Cheeben- 
ya instead of Hrst Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleg Lotov. 

Mr. Yeltsin has vo\v>'d to 
put down foe offensive but 
said talks were the only way 
to settle the 20-month-old 
conflict The rebels want 
foil independence but Mr. 
Yeltsin has ruled this out 

Battles raged on in tbe 
centre of Grozny as the 
rebels put up fierce resis- 
tance to a new R .ssian 
army assault. 


Sri Lankan Tamils flee to India 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — 

Ihmil civilians iron} Sri 
Lanka’s war-tom north are 
fleeing to India by boat, 
raising foe spectre of anoth- 
er refugee exodus, foreign 
aid woikets said Saturday. 

‘"Some 7hmil families 
have been seen crossing the 
(Palk) Straits on Indian 
trawlers,” one aid woiker 
told Reuters, “tf this contin- 
ues, it could become a seri- 
ous issue.” 

Bnt officials of the United 
Nations High Commissio- 
ner for Refugees (UNHCR) 


in Colombo felt there was 
little chance of any iaig^ 
scale movement of refu- 
gees. 

“We do not expect any 
mass exodus,” senior 
UNHCR official Gottfried 
Koefner told Reuters. 
“There is hardly any new 
reason for that to happen.” 

In Madras. K.K. Rajase- 
khoran Nair, director-gener- 
al of police in the southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu, 
told Reuters Saturday that 
21 Tamil refugees, includ- 
ing six women and eight 


children, had arrived Thurs- 
day in the town of Romes- 
waram, about 400 kilome- 
tres south of Madras. 

Mr. Nair said the refugees 
came by fibre-glass boat 
from Pesaiai on Sri Lanka's 
northwestern Mannar Is- 
land. 

Refugee relief worker 
S.C. Chandraha.snn told 
Reuters six more refugees 
had arrived by boat in Tamil 
Nadu Wednesday. 

He said tbe 21 Tamils 
who landed Thursday came 
in a Sri Lankan boat. 
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Imbalances persist 


THE INVESTMENT Promotion Corporation 
recentiy reported a record JD253 million invest- 
ment in tlu 0rst tix months of this year. The 
amoun t, 63 per Cent of which was invested in 
industry, esrceeds the total amount of investments 
for the whole of 1995. 

This is good news that shows investments shift- 
ing towards much-needed prodnctive and 
labour-oriented areas. 

However, another rq>ort quoted officials at the 
Department of Lands and Survey as saying that 
investment in real estate could top JD940 million 
this year. The money pnmped into stone and 
concrete in 1995 totalled JD^ million and pro- 
vided the IVeasury with JD78 million revenue 
from fees. 

The piece of news is so saddening because it 
shows that the bulk of investment is still pouring 
at a much higher scale into non-productive and 
ostentatious sectors that provide no real benefit 
to the national economy. An astute economist 
lookup at the situation cannot but reach the 
simple conclusion that there is a stark contradic- 
tion in the Jordanian economy. 

^liile the government is trumpeting new laws 
and r^nlations that offer incentives to industries 
and services which can earn foreign currencies, 
local investors and the people in general find that 
they can earn higher return elsewhere and, as 
such, are not interested in weighing the ben^ts 
of the government proposals. 

Officially, the govenunent is implementing a 
structural adfnstmeot pn^ranime, opoiing up 
to market economy, movi^ towards ptivatisa- 
tioo, easing the investment rKmate and rectifying 
imbalances. On the public level, however, tiie 
people seem to be living in another world. 

Bat why should investors shift to an indnstrial 
or any other productive econonuc sector when 
the yield from land deals and rents Is much high- 
er and more rewarding? 

An analysis of the two reports shows real estate 
investments growing firom JD516 million in 15191 
to JD655 million in 19512, JD718 million in 15193 , 
JD728 million in 195M and reaching JD889 mil- 
hoD in 1995 when the volunie of investment this 
year in industry was less than JD253 million. 

In otiier word^ since the Kingdom b^an its 
march for economic reform in 1991, the local 
investors and the public have been nmning to 
the safe-havens of real estate and dollars. Is it 
fear of a sudden currency devaluation? Or is it 
lack of trust in the policies and actions of the gov- 
ernment or just a rush towards the easiest, trou- 
ble-free and large yields from otiier non-prodoc- 
tive fields? 

The answer is clear: Investors win always look 
for areas that are secure on the one hand and 
that yidd more retoms on the other. Until our 
economic planners realise this wisdom on behalf 
of investors and move to capitalise on h, the 
imbalances will continue to persist 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THROUGH SERIOUS, dedicated joint efibrts, the Arab 
countries can act collectively to counter Israel's intransi- 
gence and force it to pursue the peace proce^ on the basis 
of exchanging land fcv peace, s^ Sultan A1 Hattab a writer 
for A1 Ra'i. 1^ Palestinians can by no means act alone and 
force Israel to abide by the requirenients of a just peace and 
implement the Oslo agreements. NdAer can Jordan nor 
Syria do so but together. Wltii bacldng firom the test of die 
Arab Worid, tiiey can achieve a great deal, said die writer. 
It was in the wake of the Cairo summit and in the light 
of its resolutions that reaffimied Arab countries' detennina- 
tion to regain their rights that Benyamin Netanyahu soft- 
ened his scuements with regard to the resumption of tbe 
peace neooiiations, noted tbe writer. He said that tte Arab 
countries, paiticuiarly those parties directly involved in the 
peace process, should resume coordinatioD of their posi- 
tions and stand firm in the face of the U,S.-Israeli bladonail 
practices, demanded the writer. 

The United States aj^tovai of a deal allowing Iraq to sell 
oil to buy food and m^cine is described by a writeribrAl 
Oustour as forming a breach in the crippling embargo 
imposed on Baghdad- since August of 19^. Mohammad 
Kawash said that die Iraqis did not rejoice upon hearing the 
U.S. decision because ch^ realise (hat ^VbslmgtOD could at 
the last minute change its mirxi under any pretext and 
deprive the Iraqis of their means for survival. The Iraqis, 
along with many Arabs have lost confidence in tbe United 
Nations and its resolutions which can only be implemented 
through Amcric:in consent; and tbe Americans can change 
their stand any time and halt the food-for-oil deal, contin- 
ued the writer. Praising Ftanc for its very positive snmd 
towards the lifting of the embargo on Iraq, the writer said 
the world community ought to exercise pressure on the 
U.S. and the United Nations Securi^ Council to end the 
sanctions altogether. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


miracle under King 


WHAT WAS achieved in Jordan economically during 
44 years under His Majesty King Hussein is not less 
than a miracl e. Before delvirig into comparisons 
between 1952 and 1995 we should state that tbe level of 
prices by the end of 1995 was 938 per cent of level 
which prevailed in 1952. Rrices increased 9.4 times, an 
annual inflation average of 5.2 per cent. 

No accurate statistics for the gross domestic product 
is 1932 is available. However, it is estimated at JD 35 
million, a per capita average of JD 60. Gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 1995 reached JD 4,727 million, an 
increase of 133 times, or a compound annual rate of 
11.8 per cent in nominal terms, or 6.3 per cent in con- 
stant prices. The average share of an individuaJ 
increased 19 fold despite tbe rapid growth of popula- 
tion which doubled 7.1 times, at an annual growth rare 
of 4.36 per cent, which left 6.9 per cent a year improve- 
ment in the standard living calculated in current 
prices or 1.6 per cent a year in real terms. 

Foreign trade figures indicate that the value of 
imports in 1932 was JD 14.2 million, against exports of 
a mere JD 1.53 million. Imports incieas^ 182 times at 
an average annual rate of 12.6 per cent in current prices 


or 7.1 per cent in constant prices. Exports on the other 
hand rose 657 times at an annual growth rate of 15.9 
per cent in absolute figures, or 10.2 per cent per year as 
real growth. 

Balance of payments in 1932 indicated that total 
receipts of tbe JGngdom in foreign exchange reached 
sterling pounds 10.2 miUion inciting 3.36 million as 
British subsidy to tbe army. JD used to be at par with 
the sterling pound. Receipts rose now to $3.33 billion 
or the equivalent of 366 times, an average annual 
growthr^of 14.4 per cent in nominal terms, or 8.7 per 
cent in real terms. 

Curr^y in ciiculatioD increased 123 fold in 44 years 
from JD 8.76 million in 1952 to JD 1.080 million in 
1993, an annua] increase of 11.6 per cent, reduced to 
6.05 per c^t if measured by real purchasing power. 

Public expenditure accordmg to 1952 budget was JD 
20J ffltJHoa. If iocmased SI tunes in 1995, an mmual 
growth rate of 10.S per cent in current prices, or 5.03 
per cent in fixed {vices. 

Tbe total paid up capital of all registered shareholding 
compames in the country in 1952 did not exceed JD 
13.8 million, owned by 483 shareholders and parmers. 


In 1995, the capitalisation of Amman stock e.xchange 
was around JD 2.3 bUlioo or 167 rimes more, an annu- 
al growth rate of 12.3 per cent in 
per cent in constant prices. Tbe number of shareholders 

increased one thousand times. 

The average daily wages of a Jordanian non-sMlM 
labourer ^222 fils in Amman and 1 84 fils 
Average wages for an agricultural labourer was 18-. tus 
a day in ordinary times and 229 fils in the ^ 

average of 2(M fils a day, which is equal to JD 1 .9 1» m 
today's money. The labourer who in 1 99b eai^ — 2 J 
per cent of the above average was considered below the 

line of poverty. , 

Of course, progress was not confined to Jordan, ine 
economic situation improved in most countries of tte 
worid but Jordan started from scratch. It rose m 44 
years to a level that astonished observere to the extent 
that the evolution was considered nothing short of a 
miracle. , . . , ■ 

The economic miracle which Jordan achieved duimg 
the reign of King Hussein was accompanied by similar 
advancements in all aspects of social life. 


Globally, majority rules 


By Barbara Crossette 

UNITED NATIONS — 
Aleksandr Lebed, who once 
belitded democracy and its 
followers, was adted at a 
news confinence in Moscow 
not long ago bow he would 
describe himself now. “A 
semi-democrat,*' said 

President Boris N. Yelesm's 
securify chief. He is not 
alone. Last week, the Ginton 
administration fessed up to 
having provided a democra- 
cy foundation in Burundi run 
by Pierre Buyoya vtitfa 
$145^(X) in grants over the 
last two years. Ten days ago. 
Major Buyoya overthrew 
Buniodi’s elated govern- 
ment 

As the American political 
convention season looms 
and the stzeamers and bal- 
loons come out to celebrate 
the democratic process and 
candidates in the S3td 
United Seams piesideatial 
election, scores of much 
..younger democracies , all 
over the worid ate stiU at. 
their ..drawing boards. 
Althou^ more tiian 100 
nations now call themselves 
democratic, the definition 
has never been more bluimd, 
with dramatically different 
sodeties trying to design 
systems that woric for them. 

"Democracy is pIuraL” 
President Jacques Chirac of 
France told an audience in 
Congo recentiy, inviting 
Ahicans to develop '*in tiieir 
couittries and their hearts, a 
lively democracy in the 
colours of Africa.*’ Though 
Afinca has witnessed a buist 
of democratic elections over 
tbe last decade, it lemains 
die legioa where democracy 
is least deeply rooted, uritii 
only 18 democracies among 
53 countries, says Freedom 
House, a New Yodc-based 
of^nisation that monitofs 
political developmou world- 
wide. 

Only Africa lags 

Gains have been greater in 
otiier areas, leaving a major- 
ity of the worid's countries 
as democracies now, tbe 
organisation says in its most 
recent survey. Freedom in 
the World 1995-1996. In 
Western Europe, all 24 
natiems are democratic; in 
tbe Americas, 31 of 35. In 
eastern Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union, there are 
19 democracies in 27 
unions, and in Asia and the 
Pacific about half of tbe 32 
countries are democracies. 
In a decade, the percentage 
of countries considoed 
deraocraric has grown to 61 
per cent fiom 42 per cent 

U17 of 191 nations). 

A democratic explosion 
has fostered tte growth of 
instimtes. conwltancies, 
think tanks and single-issue 
professional and private 
mganisations that take 
important messages to fledg- 
ling democratic states and — 
more important — new 
democrats. The expeits, 
many but not all Americans, 
talk of Institution-buildiiig. 
of checks and balances and 
the critical need for a rule of 
law that transcends politics. 
They talk above all of people 
power and public paiticipa- 
tion at every level, on every 
issue. 

''if you look at places 
where the ceotie hasn’t real- 
ly held, the point of differ- 
ence is tbe lack of a civil 
socie^, and that takes a long 
time to come up," said 
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Leonard R. Sussman of 
Freedom House. Tt rakes 
almost a generation of edu- 
cation in which people come 
to realise the duties of citi- 
zenship as well as the advan- 
tages. Until tiiar^ h^i pppns , 
.. ypu can go 4utiugji tijie elec- 
toral ‘prod^ ai^ y^ come* 
Up''vtith so mething far' le&s ' 
than a tnily free society." 

Alexis de Tocqueville 
zeroed in oo a crucial factor 
when be studied democnu:y 
in America in the 1 9th centu- 
ry. The thing that he 
thought made America 
unique was its volunteer sys- 
tem — another way of say- 
ing citizens who work at tte 
job of being cidzras," Mr. 
Sussman said 

bonically, as Americans 
now rake that message 
abroad the tradition 
been deeply eroded at home. 
This is 00 longer quite (be 
participatory culture that 
inq}t<^sed de Tocqueville. 
Instead in the hinterland 
paramilitary groups calling 
themselves "militias" take 
up arms against a govem- 
roem "for the people, by the 
people and of the people;" in 
the towns and cities volun- 
teer fire departments and 
pareot-reacber associations 
wither and <£e foam of 
volunteers, and increasingly 
throughout the land tb^ 
folks outside the supermar- 
ket who you to sign a 
local petition may not be 
woiking for a cause but for 
ramiey. 

Democracy seems to be 
evolving — for better or 
worse — everywhere. The 
textbook definition used to 
include fieedom of political 
expression, some land of 
constitution to establish laws 
and provide protections, and 
above all elections to enshire 
majori^ rule. 

But majority rule has run 
into problems with mmority* 
rights and lepiesentation in a 
number of countries. 
Redistricting to give the 
underrepresented a voice is 
still in tbe laboratory in tbe 
United States. On ^ other 
hand sometimes a minori^ 
is perceived to be tbe tiueai, 
and democracy is remoulded 
tt> limit rather tiran expand 
participation. What do we 
m^e of Malaysia, where by 
tacit agreement no ethnic 
Chinese can ever be prime 
minister? 

As democracies diversify, 
elections look less and le^ 
like litmus tests, politica! 
panaceas or vehicles for 
managing ethnic tensions. 
M^tness tbe contortions the 
United States and Europe are 
going through in advance of 
Bosnia's elections next 
month to fend off the real 
possibility that its Serbs 


mi^t want Radovan 
Karadzic, v^o is under inter- 
national indictment for 
genocide, as their leader. Or 
think of how close Russia 
came to reinstituting corn- 
muni^ tbrou^ the ballot 
,fo'<^tii%6£aip;i993A|icom- 
• r ‘ muitist ‘ go vem m errt^ refused 
'* m ste^ aside wbhn it IdtSf to a 
royalist par^, and the cob- 
bied-tog^her coalition 
formed to fend off a coup left 
the communists, among 
them former Khmer Rouge 
officials, wi* enough power 
to restore a one-pany state 
one <ray. Many thirik that 
will happen witiiin a year or 
fwo. 

Com^sely. elections can 
lead to so much political 
firagmeotatioo that govern- 
ing becomes diffit^L In 
1^, Israd elmged its elec- 
toral system to correct tbe 
problem caused by the dis- 
proportionate bargaining 
power of splinter parlies, 
some of which camp^gned 
for a restrictive religious 
state. Wife Israeli presidents 
now no longer power bro- 
kers. Benyamin Netanyahu 
this year became tbe land’s 
lint directiy elected prime 
minis ter. 

Id France, tbe fiagmenta- 
tioG of the postwar Fourth 
I^ublic led to changes in 
voting in tbe Fifth Republic. 
Elections ai all levds are 
now held in two stages, with 
(he first round intended to 
weed out smaller parties and 
factional candidates, encour- 
a g in g voters and candidates 
atike to concentraie political 
power. Moreover, in France, 
tbe ^liameniary system — 
where a prime minister can 
lose a \ote of confidence in 
tbe legislature and be forced 
to resigD — has been bal- 
anced by a parallel but inde- 
pendent fxesidency. Sri 
T aniffl adopted a similar 
soucture in the 1970s under 
President J. R. Jayawardene, 
an admirer of Charles de 
Gaulle. 

Pariiamentaiy systems 
inherited fiom iroloni^ pow- 
ers have proved troublesome 
m many countries. Unruly 
partiament, especially where 
mentis can be bou^t and 
sold, paralyse administration 
or tei^ a powerful par^ to 
rule without reference to the 
■ legislature. In India, tbe 
worid's most populous 
democracy, tbe Congress 
Party entrenched itself for 
decades by keeping a com- 
fortabie majori^ in parlia- 
mem. Now a fiagiie coali- 
tion. still hoping to coalesce 
into a coherent political eoti- 
ty, holds power. Recent his- 
loty has shown that these 
Indian coalitions, once out of 
power, fell apart The coun- 
try loses a i^uable institu- 


tion: Tbe opposition. 

Is oppositioii eoou^? 

But even a viable opposi- 
tion may not be enou^ to 
insure stability. In 
Bangladesh, where two 
recnfmisahlv lar ge pa rtly 
are able \ to ^teraate ui " 
power, so strong was the fear 
of incumbei^ before a 
national election in May that 
the opposition Awami 
League. led by Sheikh 
Hasina Wazed (now tbe 
prime minister) demanded 
that a neutral caretaker gov- 
enunent conduct tbe polls, as 
a similar nonpaitisan over- 
seer did in 1991. This stipu- 
lation has DOW been written 
into tbe constitutiotL 

Tt is a vejy unusual consti- 
tutional ammidment no other 
country has." said Rounaq 
Jeban. a Bangladeshi politi- 
cal scientist now at 
Columbia University who 
monitored the recent polls. 
"But we have now bad two 
successive elections under a 
caretaker system, and they 
were widely perceived to be 
tbe fieest and fairest of all. 
'NA^ters really wanted to vote 
this time. P^le bad a lot of 
confidence that there would 
be no violence.” 

Sumit Ganguly, a political 
scieutist at Hunter College in 
New York, says that a mis- 
understanding of political 
opposition a p^hant 
for "agitational poUtics" in 
South Asia are legacies of 
the colonial era, when inde- 
pendence movements were 
forced into direct action and 
tbe people in power were tbe 
imperi^ts. Where there is 
DO sense of what makes a 
loyal opposition, be said, 
"they nmd things like an 
interim p^ident because 
otherwise it's a winner-take- 
all system and no quarter to 
the loser." 

Mr. Ganguly believes that 
India, Palrisran and 
Bangladesh, which won 
independence through “a 
vigorous freedom smig^e," 
1 ^ always refuse to accept 
the sometimes draconian 
restrictions and restraints of 
Southeast Asian nations like 
Malaysia and Singapore, 
which became independent 
through a largely noncon- 
fiontaiional decolonisation 
process. 

"So you don't like higher 
cooking oU prices or bus 
fares?' he said. ‘Tou don’t 
debate it in the context of 
parliament but resort to loot- 
ing shops or burning buses. 
And you see this as your 
inherent right as a citizen of 
a democracy." 


The Nevi's York Times 


Politicians, voters 
and elections 
in Africa 


By John Gay Yoh 

I WAS reading the o±er 
day about an African 
election organiser in 
Siera Leone boasting 
about his success in con- 
ducting ‘iree and fair 
elections" in that war- 
tom West African state. It 
is fair enough. I think, to 
say that the African 
region has witnessed 
unprecedented move 
towards what have 
become known in the 
continent as "pro-democ- 
racy revolution" which 
began in 1990. The back- 
ground for this sudden 
thirst for democratisation 
of the region shows that, 
while most of the politi- . 
ciahii* in Africa «ame tity ci 
the office- several years 
ago through elections 
that bowled over military 
dictators and their one^ 
party states, what they 
really wanted was to 
legitimise their positions 
in tbe name of democra- 
cy. Tbe people of Africa 
have shown so far their 
enthusiasm for voting 
which they consider to be 
an ideal' way of choosing 
one's favourite candi- 
date. Id a way. the 
Afiicao voters seem to 
have passed tbe test 
while the politicians did 
not In normal ciicum- 
stances, elections ignite 
false hopes in the minds 
of many Africans. For 
them it represents a new 
beginning in the political 
life of their nations. 
Taking little food in a bag 
and dressed in their best 
clothes, Afiican voters 
would walk to their near- 
est school or local gov- 
ernment office — often 
several miles away — 
and queue for hours in 
rain or under tbe burning 
sun to cast their votes. In 
tbe final analysis, politi- 
cians use elections as a 
means to hijack power 
from their opponents. 
Naturally the winners 
enjoy tbe cake, while the 
losers go about denounc- 
ing tbe election results as 
a finud; or if they cannot 
afford to do so, join the 
play. 

The African election 
system is so unique that it 
is very difficult to fit it in 
any conventional elec- 
toral system. Throughout 

their political life. 
African jpoliticjans have 
resisted the idea of a 
multi-party system in the 
same way that they 
resisted the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
blueprints for their 
economies. Every politi- 
cian in Africa has his 
own political ideas that 
he wants the rest of the 
population to adopt 
Uganda's no-party 
democracy is on course 
as long as Yoweri 
Museveni continues to be 
in power in Kampala. 
Although parties are 
allowed to fimetion in the 
country, candidates in 
elections must stand as 
individuals! President AJ 
Bashir and his ally Dr. Al 


Tourabi of Sudan believe 
in the Libyan Popular 
councils which Al 
Qadhafi advocated for in 
his famous Green Book. 
For tbe rwo men, multi- 
party poUtics was 
responsible for all the ills 
that befallen their coun- 
try. Kenya hod allowed 
multi-pa^ elections, on 
the condition that parti- 
sans should not go 
beyond the specified red- 
lines. The Kenyan leader. 
President Moi. believe 
that multi-party politics 
is not appropriate for 
Africa, because it fosters 
tribalism. 1 am pretty 
sure that if Mr. Moi is 
given a free ebojee. he 
:;<.vfo.iUd not „ hesitate; . . to 
. swftch ba ck to the one- 
party system. 

T^ng about Aftican 
polls, queues are normal- 
ly long and sometimes 
some voters are turned 
away, most of whom 
have nowhere to stay 
overnight, and had to 
come back tbe next day. 
In typical African fash- 
ion. tbe winners enter the 
winner gates never to be 
seen again. In the name 
of public mandate, they 
got tbe seats, but never 
become democrats them- 
selves. Thus, it is natural 
that these politicians do 
not believe in or allow 
for politica] freedom-for- 
all environmeoL Even 
where political parties 
are allowed, these parties 
tend to divide voters 
along ethnic lines. Thus, 
African elections rarely 
represent national will 
and oft times pave way to 
civil strifes. As usual, 
whenever there are elec- 
tions in the continent, it 
is the elite and their cor- 
rupt officials who will 
win. Naturally, they stuff 
ballot boxes or even — 
when they have chance 
to do so — they make 
them disappear altogeth- 
er. 

And again, winning 
elections in Affica entsdls 
that the winning group is 
mandated to enrich and 
empower their relatives, 
tribes or their political 
grouping. based of 
course on the principle of 
winner-take-all system, 
fo the final analysis, and 
in line with the essence 
of the wioner-takejs-all 
system, minorities in 
Africa lend to be uneasy 
about elections. One real- 
ly feels that if African 
constitutions are to work, 
dtey have to ensure that 
minorities are represeat- 
ed in the national unity 
governments. The alter- 
native, if you like, would 
be ^ misunders tanding , 
division and perhaps 
open war! 


The writer is a visitin) 
fellow at Royal Instimn 
for Inter-Faith Studies 
Amman. He contributet 
the above article to du 
Jordan Times. 
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By Scfaeher^de Faramarzi 

Associated press 

SIMLI, Israel — The bedouin weather the 
disdain of many fellow Arabs for the^ wm 
mgnKs to work with Israel’s Jewish mS 
Ity. especially so for 7ose ^ho 

Hun^ of bedouin serve in the army L 
ackers combing Israel's borders for evi- 

w Their 

?*“ ^ding and interpreting almosi- 
indistinguishable traces — first 
as shepherds - has made Si S iS 
pensable ^ of Israel’s high-iech army. 

Its a skill only they can master, the 
bedouin say. 

■^e art of tracking is “passed on from 
father to son. one generation to another" 
Mys Shibh, whose 20-year-old son, 
Asbraf, a tracker in the Israeli aimy.^was 
^ed in June by Arab infiltrators in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

The senior Shibli himself was an army 
tracker for 12 years. His uncle died in 1971 
m the Sinai I^ert, then under Israeli con- 
trol, when his patrol was attacked while 
tracking infiltrators from Egypt 

Ashraf Shibli was the 1 0th resident of this 
village of 2,700 ~ all from the Shibli clan 
— to die in the line of duty since the 1967 
Mideast war. About 20 from the village, on 
the slopes of Mount Tabor in lower Galilee, 
have b^n disabled. 

Ashraf was buried with full military hon- 
ours in the village cemetery. The comman- 
der of the Israeli army’s central command, 
Maj. Gen. Uzi Dayan, praised him for 
“d^ending his country with his life.” 

Israeli Jews do thiw years’ compulsory 
service in the army. Israeli Arabs are not 
conscripted, and few of them volunteer. 
However, many of the bedouin do volun- 
teer, and most serve as trackers. 

Working on foot, in open-sided jeeps, or 
in helicopters, they scour the ground for 
traces of infiltration — footprints, hand- 
prints, broken twigs, flattened grass, over- 
turned stones. 

Experienced trackers can tell how recent- 
ly a track was made and how much the 
infiltrator weighed and detect any special 
characteristics such as a limp. Tb^ can fer- 
ret out fireshly concealed mines and spot 
tricks such as someone crawling or walking 
backward to suggest they were heading the 
other way. 

Even as he mourns his son. Ihla Shibli, 
who now works as a hospital nurse, extols 


the art of tracking. 

“It s in our tFadition, our blood,” he says. 

*We learned it as children. In the old days, 
the bedouin took care of cows and goats. If 
OTe of them got lost in the hills, th^ could 
niid them by the tracks. We are experts at 
this and it’s an invaluable asset for the 
army.” 

It is hard to believe the young men of Shi- 
bli know much about cows and goats. Far 
removed from the traditional bedouin set- 
of goat-hair tents and shepherds lead- 
ing tiieir herds to graze in the hills, the vil- 
lage is little different from surrounding 
Jewish towns. Its residents drive modem 
■cars, party at discos and attend universities 
in nearby Jewish towns. 

More than 120,000 bedouin — formerly a 
nomadic people — live in Galilee in north- 
ern Israel and die Negev Desert in the 
south. Over the years most have sealed in 
towns and villages. 

Ali Shibli, head of the local council, says 
the number of bedouin youths Joining the 
army is increasing every year. Some have 
reached officer rank; at least one is a lieu- 
tenant colonel. 

Speaking in his office, its walls adorned 
witii photos of Israeli leaders and a meno- 
rah, the seven-branched candelabra that 
serves as the emblem of the state of Israel, 
Ali Shibli express pride in the good rela- 
tions between the be^uin and the govem- 
menL 

The bedouin act as a ^‘bridge between 
Jews and Arabs,” he declares. 

He concedes the be^uin’s close relations 
with the Jews mean they are not complete- 
ly trusted by fellow Arabs, who have not 
forgotten ch^ some bedouin — including 
those of Shibli — fought on the side of the 
Jews in the 1948 war ^ independence. But 
be rejects the notion the betfouin betrayed 
the Arabs. 

“We are Arabs more than any Ar^,” be 
says angrily. 

He brushes aside Arab criticisms that 
bedouin villages lag behind Jewish towns 
in housing, roads, schools and other bene- 
fits. 

”We don't feel money is the basis for 
equality,” be says. ‘What we need is to 
occupy important posts, to have people in 
the army, ihe government 

“Confidence cannot be bogght with 
money; we have to gain their trust llie best 
way to gain the confidence is to serve in the 
army” ; ■ - c 


Govemment, Parliament 
deadlocked over bread price 


(CoDtiDiied from 1) 

legislature to die ongoing 
extraoniinaiy session does 
not include such a topic in 


r ‘ ’ 

tile agenda. 


However, Mr. Kabariti 

f% W«T 

accepted the challenge and 

\ t^i.- 

offered to include the topic in 


tbe agenda wifo confidence 

* T « 

that his government could 


muster enough votes to reject 

a. itr_ • - 

a no-confidence motion if 

j ^ _ t 

presented. 

y ^ • 

At Saturday’s meeting in 

* 

Iibid, Mr. Kabariti reaffirmed 


that foe government’s deci- 

at 

sion to change the form of 

' fc -i ' i i - 

subsidy for bread and fbekfer 


came after thorough studies 


of the financial and econom- 

z-ne^.4 '•• • 

ic sitiiation of the countiy 

»-■ . 

and the deficit in the fiscal 

e 

budget- 

% -> ■ 

observers point out that foe 

gr ■ ' 

decision to increase the price 


of bread and partially lift the 

» 1 • . -ts . 

subsidies should have been 

4 ^ 

taken several years ago, but 


consecutive governments 

^ ^ 

refrained fix>m doing so if 

fi* * 

only not to undermine popu- 


larity. 

* 

1 . In his comments on Satur- 

- 

’* day, Mr. Kabariti, an econo- 

,#1 .ie'J i - 

mist himself, conceded that 


the decision was not in the 

• - • 

interegts of foe populanty of 

«t . ^ 

his government, but that the 
executive authority had no 

Iff 

choic? but to adopt the move 

t*-.- 

It) protect the national inter- 

A 

ests of the country. 


“The govenunent was 
motivated by a senre_ of 
national responsibility 
despite the fact (hat such 
harm any govern- 
ment's popularity." said Mr. 
Kabariti. ‘The government 


is determiiied to place the 
higher national interests 
above all other considera- 
tions,” be added in his 
addr^ at the conclusitM) of a 
rally held near hbid during 
an inspection tour of the 
Wasatieh district 

^The govenunent has stud- 
ied the question of subsidies 
in a scientific and objerave 
manner and we have d^ded 
on die cash subsidy provid- 
ing each citizen JD 1.28 to 
o&st die increase in the 
bread prices,” noted the 
prime minis ter. 

He said that Jordanian citi- 
zens have 4S da^ to ^>ply 
fOT the cori 4 )ensaiion, which 
could be paid direcdy by the 
rainisny's supply dejxut- 
rrvmTc^ through banks and 
various private institutions. 

“The government has 
instm cted the minister of 
supply to tighten in^iectitm 
and ccxitrol over prices and to 
flush out those who are try- 
ing to manipulate the suc- 
tion,” said Mr. Kabaiiu, 
stressing diat the govern- 
ment’s objective is to help the 
country become self-relianL 

Mr. Ka^ti also said the 
government was oying to 
reopen Arab markets for Jor- 
dan’s a gri cultural products, 
noting that some of these 
markets were closed in die 
wake of the Oulf waz 

He said that the govern- 
ment was also trying to fi^ 
e m ployment to Jofxlaniao cit- 
izens ahtoad, adding that 
large nuinbeis of Joidaniaiu 
have been contracted this 
year to work in Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf couniiies. 

Meanwhile the Rttyal 


Decree issued Saturday 
endorsing foe regulations on 
subsidies for wheat and fod- 
der said' that: 

Cash subsidy for wheat: 

1. These r^ula^oos are to 
take efi^ as of July 23,1996 

2. Direct or indirect sub- 
sidy for wheat will be provid- 
ed in accordance widi the 
Cabinet ‘s instructions. 

3. Direct cash subsidy for 
\riieat will be ptovid^ to 
each citizen at die rate of JD 
128 a month. Beneficiaries 
of the National Aid Fund 
will receive JD 2.8 amondu 
Concerned departments are 
to cany out there r^ulatioos. 
The subsidy is to be paid 
from allocations in the annu- 
al fiscal bud^ 

4. Jonbnian public and 
other firms can provide foe 
cash subsidy to di^ employ- 
ees instead of the state trea- 
suiy (under specified 
arrangements). 

5. Gtizens holding tempo- 
rary Jordanian pas^orts can 
be^tfrxxndiis subsitSy. 

6. Tbe Council of Minis - 
ters can adopt any other relat- 
ed decision upon recommen- 
dations fixim the minister of 
finance 

Subsidy OD animal feed: 

1. These regulations take 
effea from July 23. 1996 

2. Stocklxeedeis owning 
iq> to ](X) heads of sbeq> will 
receive direct cash sub^ at 
the rate of JD 6 for each 
head. The subsidy will be 
paid out of allocations in foe 
fiscal budget 

3. Tbe Cabinet can adopt 
any related decision concern- 
ing upon recommendations 
from die minister of finance. 


Arafat 

(Continiied frtnn 0 

which brought together offi- 
dals from the self-nde areas 
and fironi the diaspora. 

Earlier, Fateh member ai^ 
senior PaJestinian official in 
Jerusalem Faisal A1 Husseini 
said the Cairo meeting 
would also try and find ways 
to fe ce wb^ he said were 
attempts by Mr. Netanyahu 


to deny the Palestinians their 
rights. . 

‘Tbe meeting... wiD dis- 
euss the changing political 
face of tbe region and foe 
nature of foe new Israeli 
gove rnm ent, especially its 
attempts to canre up and 
squander die rights of foe 
I^estinians,” Husseto 
said on arrival ai Cairo air- 
port. 

Dore Gold, the top polit!- 
cal adviser to Mt 
Netanyahu, was still in Cairo 


on Saturday after arriving 
two days earlier for suipiise 
talks vrifo Egyptian t^fidals, 
Israel Radio r^xifted. 

Mr. Mubarak inged Mr. 
Netanyahu on Friday to lift 
foe crippling closure of the 
autonomous Palestinian ter- 
ritories. ‘The president said 
be had ai^i^led to Mr. 
Netanyahu to lift the block- 
ade and to start tiie fiitel- 
phase of negotiations,” foe 
govenunent daily Al Akhbar 
said Saturday. 



SURFERS AT BONDI BEACH DURING WINTER: A surfer rides a wave as others look out for another at Sydney’s famous Bondi Beach on a 
cold and windy winters Surfers are enjoying near«pic winter waves this year, whilst snow skiers are facing one of the worst seasons in mem- 
ory (Reuters photo) 

Winter awakens skiers 
and big wave hunters 


By James R^an 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — Australian 
skiers faced one of foe 
worst starts to the snow sea- 
son this winter, while 
surfers had foe time of their 
lives. 

Australia has long held an 
image overseas as a surfer’s 
paradise, where warm 
Pacific Ocean swells pound 
its shores and bronzed 
surfm Utter its beaches. 

. .But Australia is. .less 
i^ogni^ for its snow ski- 
ing, despite alocal industry 
supported by more than 
600,000 skiers. 

No figures are kept on 
how much Ausct^ans 
spend on ski^ each year, 
although retailers hope for 
a successful repeat of 199S, 
a bumper year for snow and 
sales of sU gear. 

But a lack of natural snow 
at the start of die season had 
many of the mountain 
resorts and ski retailers 
sweating. Snow-making 


machines were worked 
overtime to compensate for 
mother nature, but skiers 
say it's just not the same. 

Mannie Ford of Insid in 
Sydney shrugged off the 
concerns, claiming early 
starts to tbe season in foe 
past two years have spoilt 
Australian skiers. Typically 
its mid-July before foie 
snows come. Ford told 
reuters. 

This year it was more like 
August. 

In the popul» . snowy , 
mountains, 600 lolocbeties. 
south of Sydney, tbe poor 
snow conditions left some 
resorts short of cooks and 
chefs for tiie high season. 

Tbe resorts mostly rely on 
youths, attracted by 
prospects of plenty of free 
time to ski, to fill their sea- 
sonal jobs. 

"The season has been 
slow to start, vifoich has cre- 
ated a lot of job vacancies,” 
said Clare Nanneyer. man- 
ager of tbe Coo^ Com- 
monwealth Employment 


Service which covers the 
resorts. 

“Tbe moment it snows we 
get inundated with inquiries 
and people are expected to 
start immediately,” 

Neumeyer said. 

The snow season in Aus- 
tralia starts around July and 
typically closes in eariy 
October, but it could be 
extended this year if more 
snow arrives late. Nothing 
would make Australian slu 
resorts and lo^e' owners 
.'.hkippier. . 

Despite^'me qften 'paachy 
conditions! ' mdre peqple 
than ever are exp^ted to go 
skiing in Australia in 19%. 
said Kira Clifford, manager 
of the Thredbo Alpine 'Ul- 
lage Resort. 

At least at some resorts, 
reliance on snow-making 
machines and a variety of 
alternative activities, such 
as golf, tennis and shop- 
ping, are keeping numbers 
up this winter, Oifford said. 

"About eight years ago, 
when the resorts were not 


operating major snow-mak- 
ing equipment, it would 
have b^n pretty awful,’’ he 
said. 

But not everyone com- 
plains about foe lack of 
snow. Thousands of Sydney 
surfers are enjoying epic 
waves this winter. 

"The suiTs been up and 
that means more surffioard 
sales," said Dominic Bird, 
manager of the Surfection 
Surf Shop. 

While foe surfing>'like ' 
• sp<^ of snowboarding tra- 
ditionally pares foe number 
of AusQ^an surfers in the 
water in July and August, 
many this year are sticking 
to the shoreline. 

‘T'd hate to be in foe ski 
business this year,” said 
Terry Fitzgerald, managing 
director of Hot Buttered 
Surfboards. 

Stuart Entwistle, foe 198S 
world longboard surfing 
champion, said: ‘It’s been a 
great winter for surf, with 
some classic days.” 

Dedicated surfers pay no 


mind to foe "no lifeguards 
on duty” signs posted on 
Sydney beaches in winter, 
choosing to brave foe 
unprotected waters to surf 
waves often reminiscent of 
Hawaii that pound foe 
shores this time each year. 

Specially-designed "Big 
Gun" surfboards are 
required in these dangerous 
but exhilarating conditions. 
Sifdney surfers have a say- 
' ing for the dork, booming 
swells;'»“Wihter...AHh, 
waves.”'' ! 

Some foresake Jobs, 
spouses or relationships in 
search of the ultimate ride. 
The winter swells attract 
top-class surfers from 
around foe world to ride 
breaks with names such as 
"Shark Island”, "No-Man’s 
Land” and "Long Reef'. 

Hard-core skiers on the 
other hand, usually head for 
New Zealand, which in July 
resembles America’s Ver- 
mont in February. 


WWW — once obscure, 
now mainstream 


By Evan Ramstad 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Few people knew anything about 
the World Wde Web two years ago. Now it’s die 
most in^rtant force in computing, poised to pro- 
foundly influence society for years. 

It began in 1989 as a tool scientists used for col- 
legial communication, then gained mass tqipeal in 
1994 after a breakthrough made it simple to use. 

Ed foe United States other computer-saturat- 

ed countries, gangly ”htq)7/” web addresses are 
now ubiquitous postscripts in advertising, news 
stories and packaging. 

Thousands of companies, many quite small, 
have formed to put information on foe web. trans- 
forming it into an enormous electronic library 
where data on almost anything can be found - as 
long as you have a personal computer. 

But a new stage in web evolution is emerging. 
The first financial transactions are happening 
with people Imying books, CDs, plane tickets and 
even stocks on the web. 

Wifo so much development momentum, the 
web in a decade or so may be so common that 
people won’t think about it. Like the phone sys- 
tem on which it relies, the web will just be there. 

Tbe web is nothing more dmo a universal agree- 
ment on a way that one con^ter can display data 
from a second and thoi jump to Hata from a diird. 
fourfo and so on without complex commands. 

That notion of easily linkuig data, regardless of 
a corapuier's type or location, can change foe way 
people create and oiganise information. It’s lead- 
ing some businesses and institutions to retiiink 
h<w they ftmction. 

The web cannot now be relied on to transfer the 
triUions of dollars that flow daily through banks, 
corporations and govemments. But in time, some 
bel&ve society’s most complex structures, such as 
the stock trading and representative government, 
will be altered by the web. 

The first big changes have been in the technol- 
ogy industry. 

Finns that didn’t have web-related products a 
year ago, now do. 


Even computer games have been modified so a 
player can record a frivourite move and place it on 
a web site, where other fans can talk about it 

Media firms and other companies that produce 
information have found the web is a way to reach 
customers. Dozens of new magaziDes and 
newsletters circulate only on foe web. 

The web was bom when Tim Bemers-Lee, a 
programmer at foe European p^cle physics lab- 
oramry, conceived foe technical standard that 
allows data to be linked. It began to take off in 
early 1994 after a programnte called Mosaic, cre- 
ated by University of Dlinois students, gave foe 
web a graphical look and simpler commands. 

Initially, information published on foe web had 
to be written with special programmes to create 
the electronic links. Now, ordinary word process- 
ing, drawing and spreadsheet programmes have 
b^ modified to create the links. 

The next wave of innovation is centered on 
weaving animaLioo, sound and video into web 
documents. Sun Microsystems Inc. Created a pro- 
gramming language called java foat has fostered 
foese improvements. 

A technique has been developed for sound, such 
as a radio broadcast or conceit, to be heard via a 
web page foe moment it is happening. Tbe quali- 
ty is only fair but developers are making progress. 
Faster connections, such as cable tv lines, will 
help. 

It has even become possible to deliver a video 
si gnal through the web, though foe picture is 
je^. That also will improve with more develop- 
ment and faster connections. A few companies 
like Vocaltec Inc. are adapting audio and video 
technology for conferencing online. 

Such progress sounds nice though impi^cal 
light now for most people. But it is very impor- 
tant to companies with complex data systems. 

Connections in coiporate networks are faster 
than phone lines foat most people at home use to 
connect to the Internet and web. That makes 
advances in web technology practical in coiporate 
settings. 

More important, web technical standards reduce 
foe (Ufference between computers. Information 


produced for a web page can be used equally well 
on a IBM-compatible PC, Apple Macintosh or 
engineering workstation. 

. Most companies have a variety of computers. 
Before web specifications became entrenched, it 
was inefficient to share information among them. 
The term “intranet” is used to describe corporate 
data systems that adopt web technical standards, 
overcoming design barriers of divergent 
machines. 

By sharing information regardless of ihe type or 
location of computer, organisations can change 
how they work. Federal Expres.s Corp., for exam- 
ple, tak^ package orders and pickup requests 
over its web site, saving mone>' because cus- 
tomers make fewer caUs to its toU-ftee phone line. 

“I think the recognition of potential is extreme- 
ly broad” in large companies, .said Butch Winters, 
president of Internet and New Media Busiiicss at 
Electronic Data Systems Corp.. a huge computer 
services and consulting firm. 

But, he added, they don't have “meaningful cri- 
teria to measure foe impact.” 

“Once you open up a shared or collaborative 
space, you provide context for discussion of 
issues that, previously, folks lower down in an 
oiganisacion weren't privy to.” said Chris Newell, 
foe managing director of foe Lotus Institute, run 
by the Lotus Development Coip. software com- 
pany. 

Even though the web has become mass-market- 
ed, it remains inaccessible to most people. 

Cost is foe big issue for many consumers. In 
September, Sony and Philips will sell a $200- 
$300 device that lets people imeracr wifo foe web 
using a TV. Other companies are racing to do the 
same. 

For Sony executive Jim Bonon, the reason to 
make such a product lies with what he sees as foe 
web's paradox: “Never has something gotten so 
much attention while remaining a mystery' to such 
a vast group of people.” 


***^* ■* 
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Arab states eye free trade zone 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states are trying to 
temove customs barriers 
among them for the fiist 
time in line with a summit 
decision tbat could turn 
them into one of tbe largest 
economic blocs in the 
world. 

AnA League officials 
said the nucleus of the 
region's first free trade zone 
would materialise in 1997 
and the project would come 
into fruition in 10 years as 
recommended by Arab 
leaders during tbeir June 21 
sununit in C&o. 

“Tbe ^ trade zone will 
be established within 10 
years. Procedures for such a 
zone will be implemented 
in 1907," said Abdul Rah- 
man A1 Suhaibani, Arab 
League assistant seczeta^ 
gen^ frtr economic 
affairs. 

“A timetable will be 
drawn up for the gradual 
removal of customs tarifis 
on all goods. We expect all 
goo^ to be liberalised in 
10 years," he told the Unit- 
^ Arab Emirates (UAE) 
economic weekly Emirates 
Today. 

Arab states have consid- 


ered setting up a free trade 
zone over the past two 
decades but tbe project fal- 
tered because of political 
diffisrences and a tendency 
by most members to pro^t 
Aeir buzgeoniiig industries. 

Most of tbe Arab 
League’s 22 members 
sighted an agreement in 
early 1970s to facilitate 
internal trade but only a few 
of them have complied. 

Political rifts have com- 
bined with customs batrieis 
and other fe^rs to 
trade among Arab countries 
below 10 per cent of their 
total trade. 

Official figures showed 
inter-Arab exports stood at 
$1Z7 ItiUioD in 1994 com- 
pared with tbeir total 
exports of around S134.1 
billion. Xotemal imports of 
nearly $10.1 billion were 
also a fraction of the total 
Arab inqxMls of around 
$115.3 biUion. 

The low commercial 
exchange have prompted 
^ Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), the League’s main 
financ^ instinition, to set 
up a $500 million fimd to 
finance trade transactions 
among member states. But 


tbe fund has failed to lift 
such exchange as politic^ 
disputes and customs barri- 
ers persisted 

AMF officials said they 
believed a free trade zone 
was esseiuial ibr Arab eco- 
nomic integration and tbe 
long-sought comnxm mar- 
ket 

could you embark 
on setting up a common 
Arab market when national 
goods are subject to high 
tarifis in the other mem- 
bers" one official asked. 

Tbe AMF, a regional 
IMF-style organisation, is 
one of tile League's bod‘es 
involved in the establiish- 
ment of tbe free zone, 
which was proposed after 
most Arab countries cast 
aside their dis^reements at 
tbe Cairo summit to be 
united by hardline attitudes 
by tbe new right-wing 
biaeli government. 

Economists believe tack- 
ling political rifts is an 
important step towards cre- 
ating a free zone. They 
dted border di^tes within 
(be Gulf Cooperatioa 
Council as an example of 
bow politics could hinder 
economic moves. 


Mr. Suhaibani said (be 
new agreement for the free 
zone stipulated that “no 
member state should issue 
^ legislation tbat could 
impede the project 
He said ^ zone would 
take into consideration the 
rules endorsed by tbe Worid 
Trade Orgam'sation for cre- 
ating a worldwide free 
zone. They involve mea- 
sures to counter subsidies 
and tackle any balance of 
payment deficit that could 
be inflicted on any member 
because of die free zone 
programme. 

*Tbe zone project will be 
discussed by the Arab econ- 
omy and sodal affairs min- 
isters during talks in 
Alexandria on SeptlS," he 
said. 

Experts said an Arab free 
zone would give birth to a 
major economic and con- 
sumer bloc, with annual 
trade of around $250 biUioo 
and a gross domestic prod- 
uct of mote than S5QQ bil- 
lion. The region also sits 
atop more than 60 per cent 
of the world’s oil and 20 per 
cent of tbe gas. 


Major U.S. j5rms likely to get 
big projects in Jordan soon 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 


Asia’s oil demand forecast 
to surge 4.5-S.5 per cent 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia's oil demand will 
surge 4.5 to 5.5 per cent this 
year from 18 million bar- 
rels per day (mbd) in 1995 
on tte back of rising con- 
sumption in China and 
India, according to results 
of a survey. 

The combined 4.8 mbd of 
China and India, tiie wor- 
ld’s two most populous 
nations. wiH rise by more 
tiian eight per cent, smd the 
Asian oil annual 1997 Sur- 
vey covering 13 key mar- 
kets in the leaoa 

Results of tile survey 
were published tfy tbe Sin- 
gjqiote Oil Report, a mo- 
nthly journal devout to the 
oil business, which said die 
continued surge in regional 
demand made for rec^ oil 
trade in Singapore in tiie 
first half of tte year. 

South Korea, despte a 
slowdown in recent years, 
is still expected to add 
about six per cent to its two 
mbd appetite and Indone- 


sia’s consumption is pro- 
ject^ to rise nine to 10 per 
cent to around 920,000 ikr- 
rels per day in 1 996, it said. 

Indonesia is expected to 
become next year the fifth 
member of Asia’s mbd club 
winch so ^ comprises 
Japan, China, South Korea 
arid Itidia, it said. 

China, Inrfia, South korea 
and Indonesia have togeth- 
er seen their share of tbe 
Asian crude oil and oil 
products market rise from 
37.7 per cent in 1990 to 43 
per cent last year. 

^In absolute cerms, th<^ 
would have raised their 
consompdon by around 
three mM to a projected 8.4 
mbd between 1990 and 
1996,” die Sing^re Oil 
Rqpoitssud. 

“These growth rates have 
captured the atrention of 
investors, wtb tbe result 
tbat most refinery projects 
in the region in recent years 
have been aimed at meeting 
the needs of die four coun- 


tries," it said. 

Thailand and Malaysia, 
aiming to become die next 
“tiger" econtxnies, were 
projected to see oil con- 
sunqition rise 10-12 per 
cent this year to 650,000 
barrels per day and 380,000 
barrels per day respectively. 

>^etnam, die sinallest of 
the markets surveyed, was 
tipped to post 9.5-10.5 per 
cent growth in oil demand 
to 89,000 barrels per day. 

By year-end, Asia would 
have added around 4.8 mbd 
to its 1990 consun^tioD 
base of i^^j^rgitid, raising 
its share ofme j^bbal mar- 
ket fiom 21 pa cent to 26 
per cent, the Singapore Oil 
Report said. 

■ “If its average annual 
consumption ^xjwth rare of 
five pcx cent of 1990-95 is 
maimained, Asia could 
overtake Ncartb America as 
tbe world's largest regional 
market by eariy next 
decade," it sad. 

The report surveyed the 


oil outlook in Japan, China, 
South Korea, India, Indone- 
sia, Thailand, Taiwan, Sin- 
gapore, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Pakistan, Viet- 
nam and Australia. 

Except for the mature 
markets of Japan, Australia 
and Singapore, oil con- 
sumption was forecast to 
continue growing strongly 
in the regional markets. 

Along with their oil con- 
sumption, die refining 
c^iacity of the 13 countries 
is CTqiected to rise sigrufi-- 
c^tly, the nqport said. 


AMMAN — Contra^ to 
media repons, serious 
consultations are under 
way between the gov- 
ernment and several 
American multinationals 
on energy and power 
projects in Jordan and 
concrete results of the 
deliberadons are expect- 
ed to be unveiled soon, 
according to Jordanian 
officials and diplomats. 

At least six American 
companies are seriously 
considering setting up a 
250-megawatt power 
plant in southern Jordan 
at an estimated cost of 
more than $350 million. 

*nie project could on a 
build, own and operate 
or build, operate and 
transfer basis — mean- 
ing that the entire invest- 
ment will be from the 
private sector, both Jor- 
danian and foreign, and 
die project will be oper- 
atea as a concession 
from the govemmenL 

In addiuon to meeting 
local needs, a good part 
of the plant’s output is 
expected to be bought by 
Israel. 

Stuart Eizenstat, uud- 
ersecretary of the U.S. 
Department of Comm- 
erce, confirnred last 
week that Israeli Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon had expressed 
keen interest in buying 


entire output of the pro- 
posed 250^megawact 
plant could be sold, 
according to energy 
experts. 

Another proposed pro- 
ject is a $2.2 billion 
refinery with an ins- 


talled capacity to pro- 
cess 250,1)00 Darrels of 


the output of the plant. 
He also affirmed that 


American firms were in- 
terest^ in the pr<^ect 
and serious discussions 
were under way. 

With the expected 
completion of an expan- 


sion project at the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Plant to 


Thermal Power Plant to 
raise the installed capac- 
iQT by 260 megawatts, 
most of the Jordanian 
requirement is. expected 
to be met and almost the . 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



THE Daily Crossword by Virginia B. Hop awcl l 


ACROSS 
1 Grimalkins 
5 Municipal 
10 Humane org. 

14 Indian 

15 Betel palm 

16 Very long time 
period 

17 Pertaining to the 
ear 

16 Elector 

19 Domesticate 

20 White-maned 
horse 

22 Straight and — 
path 

24 — me tangere 

25 Prima donna 

26 Beariihe 
mammal 

29 Carnation 
34 Grown-ups 

36 Cupid 

37 Mai — 

38 Woman 

39 Horatio — 

41 Move suddenly 

42 Comp. pt. 

43 Jal — 

44 Grommet 

46 Don Quixote's 
horse 

49 Deep gulf 

50 Portend 

51 Actor Robert 
De- 

53 Slow 
56 Obduracy 

60 Vice squad 
(^ration 

61 Poplar tree 

63 Arabian port 

64 AH 

65 Asian land 

66 Brainchild 

67 Math subj. 

66 Signets 

69 Sloping walkway 


n 12 13 14 


IS IS 17 IS 19 


MO 111 112 113 


"I'm not allowed to eat at my desk 
anymore. Nobody could read my 
notes written with Cheez Wiz.” 


Peanuts 


126 127 128 


131 132 133 


HOWS 7WELL.THEyP0T 
H0UREL60WJ SOME ICE ON 
CHARUE IT 50 IT FEELS 
P«>WN? A BETTER.. > 




153 154 155 


157 IS8 158 



Andy Capp 


DOWN 

1 Chideen house 

2 — boyl 

3 Drudgery 

4 Following, in a 
way 

5 Raise trivial 
objections 


d 1896 Tribune MecEa Senricss. Inc. 

. An rigMe wa e i v arf. 

6 Incongruous, in 

away i. ~ 

7 President's H 5 

prerogative ^ i* 

8 Cube material ^ 1 

9 Meat eater p c 

10 Petty ruler |||M 

11 Bartlett or Bose " e 

12 Crooner Perry 

13 Once more T"rrBi 

21 Castle defense ? — ^ 

23Rds. i£2J 

25 Artist Gustave ^ ^ I 

26 Lighter in hue WM 

27 ‘A Bell for— DF 

28 Some paintings f 

30 Lawful A 1 

31 Padua's ' G i 

countiy L!s 

32 Nostrite 

33 Saint » and 43 

Nevis 45 Li, 

35 Youthful er 

inexperience 47 

time 4g 

40 Superman's ^ 

Lois 53 gj 

41 Suave . » ^ 


HO £2 

jA H o ^ 
LIAR 


fW 
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lAljJ 

a 

Ia 

L 

mmi 



AH 



N U|D|E' 
T eUsi 


A B A T Sm 
C L A s sfy 


ARM 

BEE 


■ R U 

^ N 7 

K ¥■ 
E Lfil 


1 ® 50 

N O nM 


^ H A 
RAF 

A I R eHg 


ejLlolPi 


p 

ARE 
N S E 


£ M £ 
L I N 

III 

® 11 
■7 V 

pi 

■e r 



IP ISMM&N 

Qfit irsYUMATiON nrTin*rnNK nohih 
*MEU> StMIKATf MC 


^ I DIGIT 

ASAiN.pen S 
VVON the AREA] 

7 TTOPHy^/T 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


I CANT* AFFORD 

TO KEEP BRUNO/ HE SATE J 
mjRE THAN WE Oojl^ili 
WHATGOOPIS 


43 Shortly 

45 Livestock 
enclosure 

47 Footnote word 

46 Glossy paint 

52 Actor Jeremy 

53 Sailing ship 

54 Facilitate 


55 HI dty 

56 Syrian city 

57 Old Norse 
poetry coilectJon 

58 Appear 

59 Garment 
fastening 

62 Shelter 




crude oil. An American 
group signed a letter of 
intent in June to under- 
take the project, but it 
felled to meet a contract 
obligation to provide a 
bank guarantee as a pre- 
condiuon 1»fore being 
granted the prmect 

Reports of the failure 
of the compaiw dis- 
mayed many Jordanians, 
but officials and diplo- 
mats said another firm 
had come forward to 
take the project and sev- 
eral other options were 
also available to the gov- 
ernment 

In a meeting with the 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association and the Jor- 
dan Trade Association, 
Mr. Eizenstat brushed 
aside the failure of the 
first company and said 
that regardless of every- 
thing the prmect is 
expected to tre finalised 
soon. The project, he 
added, will generate 
7,000 to 10,000 direct 
and another 10,000 indi- 
reetjob opportunities for 
Jon^ians. 

Another major infra- 
structure project in 
Aqaba is the proposed 
expansion of the airport 
there to serve as a 
regional facility that will 
initi^ly serve Jordan 
and Israel. 


The Trade and Devel- 
opment Meocy, an arm 
of the U.^ government, 
financed a feasibility 
study on the expansion 
of the airport with a 
^00.000 grant. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamiu Netanyahu, in 
comments to the press 
after talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
Amman on Monday, dis- 
missed as unfounded 
reports that his govern- 
ment was abandoning 
the airport expansion 
project despite an agree- 
ment signed with Jordan 
last year. 

He said the reports, 
which said Mr. Sharon, 
his infrastructure minis- 
ter, opposed Che project, 
were totally untrue. On 
the contrary, he said, the 
project had the support 
of tiie minister. 

The expanded airport 
will have a Jordanian 
and an Israeli terminal 
and a feasibility study is 
expected to establish the 
best mechanism to carry 
out the expansion and 
operate the facUity with- 
out taxing the treasury. 

Talks are also continu- 
ing on a terminal at 
Aqaba to store liquefied 
gas. The S300 miUion 
terminal wiU be built by 
the U.S. Enron Corpora- 
tion to store gas shipped 
from Qatar and sent to 
Israel through a 
pipeline. Israel and the 
government of Qatar 
have signed separate 
agreements with Enron 
in this regard. 


T>1AT SCRAMBLH3 WORD GAME 
^ bjr Hanrt Arnold and MOW Afghfon 


Unsciambla tliesa lour Jumbles, 
one letter lo eadi square, to form 
four onlnary words. 


RUGPO 




eiMinTC mife smtoa. IK. 
WBdKtWiI IB. 


ORRIP 




NEEBOG 


WfikTCHlNG ARM 
CAN BE THIS. 


RETIEN 


Now arrange Uie cirded leners lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug> 
gested by ihe above cartoon. 


Print answer here :\ 


>bsi8tdB/s 


Jumbles: BPINY AUGUR METRIC HAGGLE 
Answer When did ibe astronauts sat their meal? ' 
AT LAUNCH TIME 







I PO you, 7 LIKE 
e THINK WLl/mAYBE A 
I NEED SOME glacier? 
i MORE ice? 

' ^ N i 



I^COVIE 

bDOWNT' 


^ OH.NO k 
lTHAT,PEr-j 


IP YOUR ANyTVUNG 
UKE /WNS, HE Ul^ ID 
|. KK*OWrHArHESNOr<> 
ALOE IN THEYNflyfe ^ 
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WWTHD A WATCH 
D09/ THE ONLY THINe 
HE HUTCHES IS THE 
.REFPlOeRATDff DOOR.rJ 


WHERE IS HE t40W? HE 
IShTT WATCMIHS THE ^ 
HOUSE/ y, j ■cr' 


SURE, 
HE IS/ 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY. AUGUST 
11, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
‘Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


them a reality. Be with a 
group of close friends 


tonight and have a nice 
evening in their company 
and have some fun. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Gain 
good suggestions today 
from a crusted advisor 
who has some ideas 
which can make your 
career activities more 
succes.sfiil. Later this 
evening is fine for plan- 
ning next week's activi- 
ties and come up with a 
game plan. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Forget 
anxiety at this time and 
go see good friends who 
can have plans for some 
recreations which will be 
fun. Turn a recent 

acquaintance with some 
knowledgeable person 
into an alliance which 
provide you with prosper- 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) .Avoid an older 
person today who can 
disturb you and does not 
allow you the opportunity 
to concentrate up career 
activities for the day.s 
ahead. Study how to 
make big headway next 
week and plan a new 
course of action. 


Blrthstone of August: 
Peridot — Golden 






ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Avoid outside 
activities today which 
could disappoint you and 
thereby you will not be 
concemw over anything 
you can do nothing about. 
Study your status quo and 
plan to improve it for tiie 
better with great success. 
TAURUS; (April 20 to 
May 2 1 ) Foraet new ideas 
today and find out what 
your mate expects of you 
and get fine results for 
your efforts in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you can meet with some 
interesting new person 
and discuss your career 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) An outside fel- 
low associate can be of 
assistance to you even 
though a close friend can 
confuse you immensely 
concerning some project 
you are involved in at this 
time. Toni^t you can 
meet with a bigwig and 
have a discussion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Avoid 
that outsider today who 
can cause you to get con- 
fused on some important 
career activities and you 
should consult a knowl- 
edgeable fellow associate 
who has the answers to 
your questions you have 
at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you have any vital 
letters to write today, the 
evening is best to accom- 
plish this. Get into the 
privacy of your study or 
office for best results and 
thereby you can gain the 
prestige which is impor- 
tant to you and your loved 
ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Forget 
amusements today and 
get your home in better 
condition so that you can 
entertain close friends. 
Take ‘ time ;4ater this--* 
evening to study your 
propeity and im^ove it 
so that you can mcrease 
its value. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Avoid situ- 
ations today at home 
which you do not approve 
of and you can mate it 
more baimooious. Later 
this evening entertain 
your friends at this time 
and you can make your 
career activities more 
successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be care- 
ful when driving on the 
highway today and espe- 
cially of others you come 
in contact with at this 
time. Study your financial 
status and think how to 
improve it for that time 
when you discover you 
could be short of funds. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 Co December* 
21) Ckincentrate on long- 
wished-for goals today 
and come up with a plan 
of action which will make 
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Business & Finance 


Bank 
of Jordan 
auctions 

49 plots 
of Tamari 
lands 

By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Bank of 
Jordan has reacted to a 
lawsuit brought against it 
by the Wahbeh Tamari 
and Sons Company by 
officially putting to auc- 
tion 49 plots of Jand 
belonging to Farah Wah- 
beh Tamari that were 
under the bank’s authori- 
ty as collateral for the 
credit facilities extended 
to the company 

According to an official 
announcement, placed by 
the Department of Lands 
and Survey at the request 
of the bank, the total area 
of the plots is approxi- 
mately 70,000 square 
metres and the overall 
value is estimated to be 
JD1,531,465. 

Mr. Tamari told the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday that 
the problem with the 
bank stems ffiom miscal- 
culation of some amounts 
which, if corrected, 
would result in the com- 
pany recovering almut 
JD300,000 that were unj- 
ustly i^en by the bank. 
“The bank credit is only 
JD500.000 but the real 
estate collateral is much 
higher" Mr. Tamari indi- 
cated noting that the esti- 
mate of the land price by 
the bank was more than 
10 years old. 

Mr. Farah blamed the 
bank for escalating the. 
dispute although his com- 
pany was the first to file a 
lawsuit against the bank 
alleging inappropriate 
accounting -entries 
demanding the refunding 
of JD300.000 as a result. 

He described the auc- 
tion announcement as be- 
ing a defamation of his 
company which has been 
operating for more than 

50 years and is consid- 
ered among the leading 
companies in the country. 

A senior Bank of Jor- 
dan official categorically 
denied all the allegations 
of Mr. Tamari . 

“Our action is based on 
the refusal of the client to 
repay his obligations” the 
official said noting that 
the company has the cap- 
abilities to settle the debt. 

Mr. Tamari said the ba- 
nk has refiised to consid- 
er a proposal under which 
accountants from both si- 
des would examine vari- 
ous accounts to find out a 
suitable solution. 


^ j Palestine Air sign 
interline agreement 


MIMAN (Petra) — Royal 
Jo^an IRJI and the 
i^estine Airline Saturday 
jigned an interline agree- 
jjeni which allows the 
Palestine Airline to issue 
liciwis to passengers flying 
oy RJ planes to ^ destina- 
tions. 

Faycz Zeidan, the (Urec- 
tor-^nerjJ of the Palestine 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
said in a statement follow- 
ing the signing ceremony 
that the P^estioe National 
Authority (PNA) attaches 
panicular attention to the 
trainmg of Palestinian civil 
aviation cadres in Jordan. 

Mr. Zeidan commended 
^he RJ and the Jordanian 
Civil Aviatiou Authority as 
institutions of very high 
standards especially in pr- 
ovidiag training in accor- 
dance with international 
rules and sp^ifications. 

But he pointed out that 
Amman will not be the only 
place for training Palestin- 
ian civil aviation pilots and 
technicians noting that even 


many of ihe RJ cadres 
receiving training in other 
countries too. 

Majdi Sabri, RJ's vice 
president for commeicial 
affairs, signed the deal for 
RJ in the presence of RJ's 
President Nader Dahobi in 
remarks m the ceremony, 
Mr. Dahabi said that the 
agreement allows the 
F^estine Airline to issue 
tickets on behalf of RJ, a 
move that would secure 
additional numbers of 
Palestinian passengers to 
fly by RJ through the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport and the Amman 
Maika Airport to varioius 
RJ destinations 

Mr. Zeidan said that he 
inspected the facilities of 
die Department of Meteo- 
rology and expressed hope 
that I^estinian cadres will 
be able to get training on 
weather forecasting for avi- 
aton purposes and for train- 
ing Palestinian pilots in 
simulators operated by the 
RJ's trainina uniL 


Lebanon to join 
Egypt-Kuwait plan for 
cross-listing of shares 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuw- 
aiti-Egyptian project to 
allow cross-listing of shares 
on each other’s stock 
exchanges will expand to 
include the Beirut 
exchange as a third partici- 
pant, a Kuwaiti exchange 
official s^d in remarfo 
published Wednesday. 

*The cbaimen of the 
three exchanges- « will sign 
an in principle accord by 
the end of next month (Sep- 
tember)," Sa'faq A1 
Rukeibi, head of the 
Kuwait Stock Exchange's 
technical department was 
quoted as saying by A1 Rai 
A1 Aara daily. 

Ml Rukeibi, also general 
secretary of Ae Union of 
Arab Stock Exchanges and 
Securities Commissions, 
discussed the plan with act- 
ing Lebanese finance min- 
ister Fouad Siniora and 
Beirut Stock Exchange 


Chairman Gabriel Sehn- 
aoui in Lghannn , the paper 
said. 

*1i (accord) will take 
effect after a joint panel 
meets to discuss executive 
issues." said Mr. Rukeibi. 
‘*We hope it (accord) would 
be applicable at the start of 
next year (1997).” 

Egypt’s Capita] Markets 
Authority (CMA) and the 
Kuwait Slock Exchange 
agreed in April to work 
towards the intioducnon of 
trade in Egyptian and 
Kuwaiti shares cm each 
other's exchanges. 

Kuwaiti officials caution 
that the land of mutual 
trade envisaged could start 
only after the lifting of 
Kuwaiti curbs restricting 
the right to trade in or own 
Kuwaiti shares to nationals 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries. 
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A review of news from Ihe Arabic press 


No end in sight to rising 
prices of land, apartment 

** WAEL TOUQAN, president of the Contractors Association sees the phenomenon of 
the real estate market as strange because despite the reces.sion in all econontic sectors, 
the real estate sector is very active in both lam and apartment sales. He points out that 
licensed areas were 6.5 million square metres in 1992. This number fell back to around 
four roillioii square metres in 1993-1994 and then shot back up again to 5,145,0U0 square 
metres in 1995. 

Mr. Touqan attributed the rise to the continued purchases by expatriates as prices for 
them were still cheap. He expected the boom in real estate to continue until the end of 
the 90s despite the recession in other sectors. The contractors' chief said there can be no 
intervention to stop land prices from rising, mainly because of the high cost of apart- 
ments which are in demand from expatriates. 

Mr. Tbuqan admitted that Jordanians living here find it difficult to buy upanments 
because of the tow income. He stressed that ^re is a real problen\ in the housing sec- 
tor and blamed government ^oncomings in this regard. 

Marwan A1 Abdallat, a prominent contractor agrees with Mr. Touqan in that prices of 
apartments are unlikely to decline in the future because they are related to price.s of land 
and raw material as well as the number of apartments and floors permitted under the reg- 
ulation. 

Mr. Abdallat said high land prices are behind the unorganised state of the real estate 
market and the varying rises in tq^aitment costs. He believes that real estate investors are 
making less imfit than before as sales of apartments are now dependent on expatriates 
who, according to Mr. Abdallat, have reached the “sufficiency level.” 

“The expaniates have moved to establish their own projects," he indicated. 


■ U I LHb RlU 1 hr 
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Schumacher on pole in Hungary 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (R) 
— World champion Mi- 
chael Schumacher secured 
his 14th career pole position 
Saturday when he outpaced 
the two favoured Williams 
drivers to post ±e fastest 
qualifying time for Sun- 
day's Hungarian Grand 
Prix. 

The 27-year-old German, 
fourth in this year's Drivers' 
Championship, hurled his 
Ferrari around the tight, 
twisty' and dusty Hungaro- 
ring Circuit in one minute 
17.129 seconds. 

World championship- 
leading Damon Hill of 
Britain was unable to match 
him in his Williams and 
ended second fastest just 
five-hundredths of a second 
slower. 

Hill's team-mate, Cana- 
dian Jacques Villeneuve. 
was third fastest in 1:17.259 
but will start Sunday’s 77- 
lap race from the second 
row of the grid as Williams 
bid to equal Fermri's record 
of eight team titles by 
regaining the Constructors' 
Championship they won in 
1993 and 1994. 

Schumacher's pole was 
his rirst since the French 
Grand Prix in June and his 
fourth of the season, spac- 
ing widespread flag-waving 
celebrations among the 
many Germans in a big 
crowd basking in warm sun- 
shine at the circuit in rolling 
countryside 25 kilometr&s 
north of Budapest. 

The session was as placid 
as the weather even though 
the outcome was that the 
top three drivers were sepa- 
rated by only one-tenth of a 
second at the end of the day. 



Germany's Michael Scbomacher of Ferrari team talks 
with an engineer dorii^ free practice at Hungaroring 
Saturday. Schuniacher is in the fourth place now and 
has to win all five upcoming races for a chance to repeat 
his victory in the last year Formula One Championship 
(Reuter photof 


Hill was fastest early on. 
but ViUeneuve. Schumacher 
and Hill, again, went quick- 
er on their following laps 
before Schumacher claim^ 
pole with his second run 
just over halfway through 
the session. 

Schumacher's Ferrari 
leam-raatc, Eddie Irvine of 
Britain, clocked the fourth 


fastest time to join Ville- 
neuve, his old ^end from 
Japanese Formula 3000 
days, on the second row of 
the grid. 

The Benettons of French- 
man Jean Alesi and Austrian 
Gerhard Beiger filled the 
third row. 

Hill said he was disap- 
pointed and admitted he 


was concerned about mak- 
ing a good start to the race 
the dirty section of the 
track on the outside of the 
grid. 

always had Michael 
down to be a threat and it 
transpired that he is," said 
Hill, who leads Villmeuve 
by 21 points in the struggle 
for the drivers' title. 

•The Ferrari car was very 
good here too, which is very 
good news for them and not 
such good news for us.” 
added Hill, who said he felt 
he bad a good set-up for the 
race and would be racing to 
win, not Just to accumulate 
points. 

'Trundlmg round the cir- 
cuit to coUect points in a 
motor race does not ^peal 
to me at all.” he said. 'Tt is 
not in my thoughts, i am 
here to win and that is all I 
am going for." 

Schumacher said his car’s 
performance surprised him 
and admitted he bad arrived 
in a pessimistic mood for 
the race. 

T am not always right,” 
be laughed. T thought we 
would go much better in 
Germany than here, but I 
was wrong.” 

He refused to talk about 
tactics, but all the drivers 
agreed the race is likely to 
be decided by strategy 
because it is so difficult to 
overtake on the 3.968-miles 
circuit. 

“There is no point in risk- 
ing an overtaking move on 
the track while we have 
refuelling and pitstops,” 
explained Hill 

••$0 that is. where I expect 
you to see most of the pass- 
ing moves in this race." 


Shearer scores on debut for Newcastle 


LINCOLN, England (R) 
— AJan Shearer. Newcas- 
tle's world record signing, 
found his goal-scoring 
touch in his fast outing for 
his new club in a 2-0 vic- 
tory over Lincoln in a 
friendly Friday. 

Newcastle warmed 
up'fer their CftarTiyShield' 
cl^ Sundayrimth English 
champions abd cup-hold- 
ers Manchester United, the 
£15 million ($23.2 mil- 
lion) England striker cool- 
ly slotted home a first half 
penalt>' to open his 
account 

Belgian defender Phi- 
lippe Albert stole forward 
to settle the issue by dou- 
bling Newcastle’s tally 
midway through the sec- 
ond half as the league run- 
ners-up. minus only the 
services of virus-hit Les 
Ferdinand, turned on the 
style against their third 
division hosts. 


Newcastle manager Ke- 
vin Keegan unleashed 
Shearer for the full 90 
minutes. .but it was nine 
minutes before the former 
Blackburn star managed to 
get even a touch. 

But when he did it 
almost brought a goal. The 
new Newcastle hero chest- 
ed down to Robert Lee 
before moving on to the 
return ball to clatter a right 
foot shot just wide from 20 
yards. 

Another Shearer block- 
buster. this time with his 
lefr foot, from a Ginola 
cut-back brought a fine 
block from home keeper 
Bany Richardson. 


But it was Lincoln who 
should have scored first on 
the half hour. Brown 


somehow heading over an 
o^n goal from six yards, 
^e'next time Lincoln 



gave Shearer a sniff of the 
target they were made to 
pay. Steve Holmes han- 
dled needles.sly under 
pressure from the menac- 
ing striker as they chal- 
lenged for Beardsley's 
deep 33rd minute cross, 
and Shearer despatched 
the spot kick with mini- 
mum fuss as the keeper 


Newcastle's Alan Shearer prepares to pass the ball during a pre-season friendly 
match betw'een Newcastle Unit^ and Lmcoln City. Shearer has recently signed for 
Newcastle United (Reuter photo) 


guessed wrongly by plun- 
ging to his left. 


That was the cue for 
Newcastle to take com- 
plete charge and they 
twice threatened to go fur- 
ther ahead before half 
time. 


After the break. New- 
castle withstood a Lincoln 
counterattack and Albert 
nodded home from almost 
under the bar afrer substi- 
tute Faustino Asprilla had 
retrieved Keith (jillespie's 
cross with an intelbgent 


header. 

Shearer, quiet in the sec- 
ond half by his own sky- 
high standards, almost 
scored again on 71 min- 
utes, planting a powerful 
header flush against the 
bar from Ginola s comer. 


Britain's Damon HiU drive his WilBanis Renault during tree practice day at Hungaroring Saturday (Reuter photo) 


Zanardi gets provisional pole for Indycar race 


LEXINCjTON. Ohio (R) — 
Italian Alex Zanardi took 
the provisional pole Friday 
for Sunday's Miller 200 
Indycar Race at Mid-Ohio 
sports car course. 

Zanardi toured the 3.62 
kilometres, 13-tum, undu- 
lating road course in 67.321 
seconds (120.318 

mpb/193.628 kph). edging 
Bobby Rahal (67.511 sec- 
onds) and Jimmy Vasser 
(67.551). the series points 


leader, for the temporary 
top spot on the grid. 

Zanardi, in a Reynard- 
Honda on Firestone tyres, is 
seeking his third pole of the 
season. 

Rahal, In a Reynard-Mer- 
cedes on Goodyear tyres, 
hopes to gain his first pole 
since 1992. which was his 
third championship season 
in the series. 

Rahal. 43, has not had a 
front-row start since 1993. 


“I would like that pole,’’ he 
said. Tt's been a time since 
I've had one.” 

One of the reasons he has 
had trouble climbing to the 
top this year had been his 
Goodyear tyres. He and the 
other drivers on Goodyears 
found themselves not get- 
ting good grip in the open- 
ing road course race of the 
season, at Australia. 

Since then, Goodyear has 
worked to close the gap bn 


Firestone. "I'm pleased for 
Goodyear.*' Rahal said. 
"They've taken a lot of bad 
reviews all year. And 
they’ve come up with a tyre 
now that seems to be good 
not only in race configura- 
tion but in qualifying.” 

On Friday the top six of 
the grid had three Firestone 
cars, including fifth-place 
Andre Ribeiro. a Brazilian, 
and three Goodyear cars. 


Enqvist stuns Sampras in ATP Championships 


MASON, Ohio (AFP) — 
Swede Thomas Enqvist dis- 
posed of Pete Sampras 6-3, 
6-3 in less than an hour 
Friday, bundling the world 
No.l out at the quarter-final 
stage of the 2.2 million ATP 
Championship. 

Enqvist, who slipped out 
of the Atp Tour top 10 two 
weeks ago, needed just 57 
minutes to eliminate the 
. tired-looking American. .. 

Sampras was oh court lit- 
tle more than 15 hours after 
surviving a three-set, three- 
hour marathon win over 
Australian Mark Woodfoide 
in the third round, which 
ended shortly before mid- 
nighL 

But whatever rest he got 
did not appear to be enough 
for Sampras, who wiU go 
into the U.S. Open starting 
in 10 days without having 
won a Grand Slam title for 
the first time since 1992. 

Enqvist served six aces in 
a row during the second set 
as Us game caught fire. But 
the Swede also had to over- 
come a late case of nerves. 


Enqvist, pla}dng his first 
Atp Tour quarter-final since 
April in Tokyo, was broken 
while serving for die match 
and bad to wait a game 
before moving into the 
semi-finals. 

He will play the winner of 
a night match between 
world No.3 Michael Chang 
and fifth-seed Goran Iva- 
nisevic. 

Andre .Agassi earh'er kept 
up 

week’s Ofympic™ TSames 
gold' medal performance, 
defeating Russian world 
No.4 Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
7-6 (7/1 ). 3-6, 6-3 to seal his 
place in the semifinals. 

The American, once 
ranked No.l in the world 
but now down to No.7. sur- 
vived a rollercoaster final 
set against Kafelnikov to 
move into a match with 
Austrian Thomas Muster. 

The world No. 2, branded 
by Agassi as a claycourt 
specialist, emerged victori- 
ous over ninth-seed Wayne 
Ferreira of Sou± Africa, 
winning 7-6 (.7/4), 7-6 


(16/14) in a match which 
featured the longest tiebreak 
played this year on the tour. 

Agassi regained control 
against French Open cham- 
pion Kafelnikov during the 
final set. in which there 
were an extraordinary seven 
breaks of serve. 

Despite the close call, the 
American said he is pleased 
with his progress. 

"'i'bu always expect tough 
‘mafcties,'' he said- “You 
don’t want to have to ^nd 
out three-setters, but the 
most important thing is to 
get through them. 

T can feel another level in 
my tennis coming on.” 
added Agassi, who has won 
only one title this year and 
has played in only 1 1 events 
in seven months. 

"It's what I've been look- 
ing for. I'm raising my level 
as the stakes get higher. I've 
been down this year. I hope 
that now I'm on the way 
back up.” 

Tenacious Muster stayed 
focussed despite squander- 
ing nine match points be- 


fore finally defeating Fer- 
reira in the opening quarter- 
final. 

The length of the second- 
set-tiebreaker eclipsed the 
15-13 with which Aigentine 
Javier Frana defeated Aus- 
tralian Todd Woodbridge in 
January at the Australian 
Hardcourts in Adelaide. 

Muster reached his first 
Hardcourt semifinal since 
January. 

South African Fenreira 
bad only one set point — 
after denying Muster on 
seven match points in the 
second-set tiebreaker. 

“1 tried to keep him under 
piessure,*' said Muster, who 
flew into America last 
weekend from his holiday 
home in Australia. "I went 
for all my shots in the 
tiebreaker and in the end it 
paid off. 

“I tried to run him around. 
I knew he was tried from his 
match yesterday and he 
couldn't run me down.” 


Seles beats Maleeva to reach semis of Canadian 


MONTREAL (R) — After 
a hotly contested first set, 
top s^ and defending 
champion Monica Seles 
advanced to the semifinals 
of the Canadian Open 
Friday with a 6-4 6-2 vic- 
tory over sbrth seed 
Ma^alena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria. 

The $926,250 touma- ' 
ment’s second sevd, 
Arantxa Sanchez Vlcario 
of Spain, also reached the 
g ftmifinflls widi a 6-4 6-4 
win over unseeded Floren- 
cia Labat of Argentina. 

Two imseed^ players 
earned berths in 

Saturday's semifinals, the 
more surprising being 
Kimberly Po, who upset 
fifth and fellow 

American Mary Joe 
Fernandez 6-2 6-3. Po is . 
the first qualifier in 
Canadian Open history to 
make it to the semifinals. 

She will now play Seles 
whUe unseeded Indone- 
sian Yayuk Basuki, a 2-6 
6-2 7-5 winner Friday 
over 13th-seeded Ameri- 
can Amy Frazier,'will take 
on Sanchez Vicario. 

^ didn't play that great, 


but she was hitting the 
ball pretty bard," said 
Seles about ber match 
with Maleeva. *fBut when 
it really mattered, I was 
able to take charge in the 
first set" 

The set was tied at 4-4, 
with Maleeva’s ground 
strokes forcing Seles to 
scurry all over the court, 
but then the world co- 
number one broke serve 
with some bold .service 
returns and served out the 
set in the following game. 

The second set hilled on 
a five-deuce fifth game 
with the score at two 
games apiece. After that 
Seles dominated. 

*T think the difference 
was her serve because t 
was winning most of the 
rallies," Maleeva said. 

Seles, bothered since 
January's Australian 
Open by a tear in the lin- 
ing of her left shoulder 
socket, made a rather 
Startling assessment of her 
current form. * 

*^When 1 was at my best 
in ‘91, '92 and the begin- 
ning of •93," she said, •T 
think I played 50 per cent 


better than now in every 
part of my game." 

She also admitted that 
lately she has not been an 
ideal student for her 
coach/father. *T still strug- 
gle day to day with com- 
mitment,*’ she said, •‘and 
my father wants me to get 
over that, but it's hard." 

•Things have been diffi- 
cult in terms of my shoul- 
der but at least the last 
month I've been able to 
practice five times a week 
and that’s key at thk 
levcL" 

The Sanchez Vicario- 
Labat match was an en- 
tertaining contest vritb 
many exciting rallies, *T 
came into the net qnite a 
bit because she was bitting 

kiork kAllci *9 


high balls," said the num- 
ber two-ranked Sanchez 
Vlcario. ••! had to takp 
them early and get to the 
net to finish the points." 

The eighth-ranked Fer- 
nandez had no excuses for 
her loss to the 90tb- 
ranked Po, even tbou^ 
earlier Friday she bad to 
play four games to finish a 
6-1 6-1 &ird-round win 
over 15tb seed Nathalie 


Tauziat, a match post- 
poned by rain Thursday 
evening. 

•*I played really well 
against Tauziat but Kim 
hits the ball harder than 
Nathalie," said Fernan- 
dez. T got off to a bad 
start but she never let up. 
She stepped into tiie ball 
and hit a lot of winners." 

The 24-year-oid Po, who 
gained short-lived renown 
when she played Seles in 
Toronto last August in 
Seles's first match back 
after the infamous stab- 
bing incident in Hamburg 
in 1993, considered quit- 
ting tennis last year. 

T didn’t like trav elling 
and also it's hard whn 
you don't really eqjoy 
playing the game," she 
said. 

About her form this 
week, Po added: T don’t 
feel r ‘m playii^ over my 
bead." 
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^ CINEMA TEL 634144 X 

PHILflDELPHIR > 

/CINEMA TEL 699238 \ 

^ PLBZfl y 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

< CONCORD ^ 

f flmmoun Theatre & Cinema ^ 

' TEL 618274 - 618275 V 

Nsbil &. Hisham’S Thpatrix.^ 

TEL: 625155 

Michael Douglass & Annette Bening .... in , 

The American 
President 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 

CONCORD “1” 

SEVEN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

Dumb and Dumber 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 

presents 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sydney stars 
are lining up 
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or Indvcar 
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Championships 


A^ANTA (AFP) _ 
Michael Johnson \^] be 
past his prime but should 
still make it. Other champi- 
ons will be out to grass. 

It is impossibie to predict 
with accuracy who will star 
in Sydney in the 2000 
Olympic Games. 

Swimmers often have a 
short shelf-life, but U.S. 

14- year-old Amanda Beari, 
who won two breaststroke 
silver medals behind South 
African Penny Heyns, says 
she expects to be swim- 
ming, and winning golds 
this time, in Australia. 

Beth Botsford. America's 

15- year-old 100m back- 
stroke champion, and 16- 
year-old 800m freestyle 
winner Brooke Bennett 
have plenty of time to grab 
more gold. 

Another I4-year-old, 
Japan’s .\yari Aoyama, 
fared less well than Beard 
in her first games as nerves 
contributed to her disap- 
pointing finish in the KX)m 
butterfly. If she can recover 
the form that saw her clock 
the fastest time in the world 
this year in the mn-up to 
the games, she could be one 
to watch in 2000. 

Danyon Loader, the 21- 
year-old New Zealander 
who won both the 200m 
and 400m freestyle could 
well be back. Even Russian 
Alexander Popov. 24, said 
he would like to try for an 
historic third straight 100m 
freestyle tide in the country 
he has adopted as his train- 
ing base. 

In athledcs. talent is 
ripening all the time but 
one man to watch is 
Hicham A1 Guerrouj of 
Morocco. 

At 2 1 . young for a middle 
distance runner, disaster 



ruined his 1,500m Olympic 
debiit here when he collid- 


ed with Morocco's Noured- 


dine Morceli and didn't fin- 
ish. 


Last year he broke the 

i> , 

great Said Aouita's national 

I-'. . 

indoor 1,500 record. He 


also won the world indoor 

title, ahead of Spain's Fer- 

iibri • 

min Cacho of Spain. 

Another name to remem- 


ber is Ato Boidon of 

*.-i « 

Trinidad, who won the 

.1 

^ bronze medal in the 100m 

* ■' 

• and 200m here, witnessing 

• ■ ■ 

the awesome power of 
Donovan Bailey and Amer- 


ican Michael johnson, who 


both ran world records to 

V iU ' 

win. 

‘ir-v 

The 22-year Boidon. an 


engineering student at the 
University of California, is 


mis ^ 


hopes to emulate Lindsay 
Crawford of Trinidad, the 
1976 Olympic 100m cham- 


pion. He also has a fair 
share of confidence. 

I m the youngest and the 
most talented — Pm the 
sprinter of tomorrow. As 
for the world records, one 
day they will be my proper- 

Ilya Markov, 24, is a baby 
by race walk standards. The 
Russian won silver in the 
20k walk here and is one of 
the youngest among the 
race walking elite. 

With more experience, 
the gold will becone in 
2000. 

In football, Nigeria came 
of age in Atlanta beating 
Argentina 3-2 in the foot- 
ball final. 

Nwankwo Kanu. 19, 
wears an Olympic gold 
medal for being a key ele- 
ment in their success. He 
plays for top Dutch side 
Ajax Amsterdam and is just 
one of any number of tal- 
ented Nigerian youths who 
will be on the road to Syd- 
ney in 2000. 

Lee Lai-Shan, 25, won 
Hong Kong's first and last 
gold under British rule. She 
hopes to be in Sydney in 
four years time to retain her 
windsurfing title and win 
Hong Kong’s first gold 
medal under its new lulers. 
Beijing. At age 25, time is 
on her side. 

And when the Sydney 
games arrive. Shaquille 
O'Neal and Anfemee Hard- 
away, both 24. will be at the 
height of their powers. 
They figure to be the wise 
veterans guiding more U.S. 
Olympic newcomers to 
gold. 

In baseball Cuban pitch- 
ers Omar Luis and Pedro 
Luis Lazo are both 23. 
Defections took their toll 
on Cuban pitching and 
these two shouldered most 
of the load on Cuban arms 
in Atlanta. They will be 
needed in Sydney. 

In wrestling, 30 is young. 
Namik AbduUayev, now 
25, from Azerbaijan, won 
silver in the 52kg freestyle 
in Atlanta, losing the gold 
to world champion Valentin 
Jondanov of Bulgaria in 
overtime. 

He will be his country’s 
key hope for gold in Syd- 
ney. 

Li Badminton, Indonesia 
will be placing their hopes 
in Mia Audina, a 16-year- 
old who was just a shade 
too naive to win a gold 
medal here. 

A devoted Christian who 
believes God guides her 
every movement on court, 
Mia was was beaten by 
Bang Soo-Hyun of South 
Korea in the final. 



Boxing great denies 
reports of drug ties 






MEXICO CITY (R\ — 
Mexican boxing idol 
Julio Cesar Chavez 
lashed out at the Mexi- 
can government and for- 
mer friends and family 
for smearing his reputa- 
tion through allegations 
of tax evasion and 
money laundering. 

In a fiill-page newspa- 
per advertisement in 
Mexico City’s Reforraa 
newyiaper, the former 
WBC light-welterweight 
c hamp ion denied recent 
reports in Mexican 
newspaper El Financiero 
that he nas business ties 
to drug barons in his 
home state of Sinaloa. 

He said he planned to 
sue El Financiero. which 
was first to report the 
allegations, for libel. 

‘1 nave been presented 
to the public as a drug 
trafficker, a money laun- 
derer,” Chavez said, 
aririing that former Attor- 
ney General Jorge Carpi- 
zo had also falsely 
accused him of drug traf- 
ficking and money laun- 

Wic^ly considered one 
of the greatest fighters 
ever, ^avez has a 
record of 97-2-1 in a 
year career. He lost his 
title on June 6 to 
ins’s new Hispanic idol, 
2>year-old Oscar De La 

ciavez said tax offi- 


cials have been auditing 
his tax records for the 
past year, poring over 
every detail in an effort 
to find wrongdoing. 

A Finance Ministry 
official in Mexico City, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous, said Chavez 
was being audited but 
declined to give further 
information 

liie 33-year-oId Cha- 
vez. once considered the 
world's greatest fighter 
pound-for-pound, has 
been plagued by prob- 
lems in and outside the 
ring during the past two 
years. 

Chavez’s wife formally 
charged him with battery 
earlier this year, a charge 
Chavez said was untrue. 

The boxing legend said 
his former friends and 
family had used him for 
his money and were try- 
ing to get more out of 
him. 

*•! am not a saint, 1 am a 
human being with my 
shortcomings and fail- 
ures, but I have never 
killed, never stolen, 
never been a criminal, 

he said. . 

“Because I am being 
accused unfairly, my 
wife, my accountants, 
niv lawyers have bet- 
rayed me,” he said. 
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Juventus thrash Ajax 


LA CORUNA, Spain — Italian club Juventus thrashed Ajax Amsterdam 6-0 in a 
toomament mat(A Friday, bringing back bitter memories of the Dutch club’s defeat 
against the team from Thrin in the European Cup final. Striker Michde Padovano 
was the star of the evening with a bat-trick. Be put Juventus 2-0 ahead by half-time 
and helped destroy Ajax’s defence in the middle of the second half with a goal close- 
ly followed by another firom striker Alessandro Del Piero. Ajax coach Louis Van Gaal, 
deprived of some of his star players, bad to rely on forward Patrick Elniveit as his 
main weapon. But Kluivert found a mean opponent in defender Paolo Montero who 
shadowed his every move. Juventus go on to ^ay Brazil's Botafogo in the final of the 
annual Teresa Herrera Tournament Saturday. Juventus Alessandro Del Piero is 
about to be tackled by Eli Louhenapessy of ^‘ax causing a penalty during the second 
match of the Teresa Herrera tournament In La Coruna Sunday. (Reuter [diotoj 

Kipketer wins, but missi^ 
world record in Monaco 


MONTE CARLO, 
Monaco (AFP) — Wil- 
son Kipketer of Den- 
mark won the 800 
meti^ at the Monte 
C^o Grand Prix ath- 
letics meetins^ Saturday 
night, but failed in an 
attenmt to beat Sebast- 
ian Coe’s 15-yeai>oid 


world record. 

Kenyan-bom Ki^ 
keter, who was unable 
to mn for his adopted 
country at Atlanta 
because of elimbility 
problems, surged over 
the final 250 metres to 
win in Imin 42,59sec — 
outside his personal 
best 

David Kiptoo of 
Kenya was second in 
1:4338 with Norberto 
Tellez of Cuba third in 
1:43.99. 

Briton Coe set the 
world record of 1:41.73 
in Florence in 1981 and 
the mark is now the 
longest-standing one in 
track and field. 

Vebjom Rodal of 
Norway won the 
Olympic Games 400m 
final in 1:42.58, one- 
hundredth of a second 
faster than Kipketer’s 
effort Saturday. 

Dual Olympic cham- 
pion M^e-Jose Perec 
of France eased away 


from Atlanta bronze 
medallist Falilat Ogun- 
koya of Nigeria to win 
the women^ 400 metres 
in 49.18, well outside 
her Atlanta time of 
48.25. Ogonkoya was 
second in 49.^5 and 
Pauline Da-vis of the 
Bahamas finished third 
in 49.87. 

^Tt’s tough to recover 
after the Olympics,” 
Perec said. **Just before 
arriving at the stadium 
I felt very tired, but see- 
ing the crowd stand up 
towards the finisn 
inspired me.” 

Samuel Matete of 
Zambia, the Atlanta sil- 
ver medallist, upstaged 
Olympic and world 
ch^pion Derrick 
Adkins of the United 
Slates in the men’s 400 
metres hurdles. 

Matete ran powerful- 
ly to clock 47.^ ahead 
of Adkins (.48.18) and 
American Bryan Bron- 
son (4837). . 

American Kim Bat- 
ten, the Olympic silver 
medallist, gained 
revenge over Atlanta 
champion Deon Hem- 
mings of Jamaica in 
winning a women’s 400 
metres hurdles that fea- 
tured seven of the eight 
Olympic finalists. 


Batten kicked bard 
over the final 120 
metres to win in 5334 
with compatriot Tbiga 
Bnford-Bailey second 
in 5335 and Hemmings 
third in 5432. Hem- 
mings stuttered coming 
around the final bend 
and faded badly. 

Dual Olympic cham- 
pion Svetlana Mas- 
terkova of Russia won 
the women’s 800 metres 
in 1:56.04, the fastest 
time in the world this 
year, and again left 
world champion Ana 
Fidelia Quirot of Cuba 
trailing in her wake. 
Quirot was second in 
1:5639. 

Steffi Nerius of Ger- 
many, who failed to fin- 
ish in the top eight in 
Atlanta, won the 

women’s javelin with 
69.42m — the best 
throw of the year — in 
an event in which 
Atlanta champion Hell 
Rantanen of Finland 
could only finish sixth. 

The meeting was 
attended by 17,000 
spectators. 
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Jordan beats Pakistan in 
Asian qualifying match 


I AMMAN (J.T.)— Jor- 
dan’s national soccer 
team beat Pakistan 4-0 
in the opening game of 
Asian Sixth Group 
qualifying matches 
Friday evening at the 
Amman International 
Stadium. 

Jordan’s first goal 
came in the 35th 
minute from Jiryes 
Tadrous ending the 
first half 1-0 in Jor- 
dan’s advantage. 

In the second half 
Jordan’s team inc- 
reased the pressure on 


the Pakistani defence. 
Abdullah Shayab 
scored Jordan’s second 
goal in the 54th minute 
followed by Tadros 
with his second goal of 
the day in the 
min ute rivine Jordan a 
3-01ea<T 

Jordan dominated 
the match in the &al 
minutes thus dving 
Hisham Abdul l\^em 
to end the game with a 
4th goal for Jordan. 

Pakistan’s traditional 
style of soccer gave 
Jordan the ability to 


move and score 
although Pakistan 
missed several chances 
to score. 

In the last minute of 
the first half Tadrus 
wasted a penalty which 
was saved by Pak- 
istan’s goalkeeper. 

The Jordanian na- 
tional team’s high spir- 
its were motivated by 
the 8,000 spectators 
cheering for them. 

Jordan wiU meet 
Iraq in its next match. 


Marseille make winning 
return to top flight 


MARSEILLE. France (R) 
— Suiker .Xavier Grave- 
laine scored the crucial sec- 
ond goal with a deft lob in 
the 69ib minute as Mar- 
seille beat Lyon 3-1 on their 
much anticipated return to 
the French first division 
Friday. 

The rebuilt Marseille 
side, with Bulgarian Yordan 
Lechkov always influential 
in midfield, recovered after 
going behind in the seventh 
minute to dictate play and 
take a deserved three points 
in their first step back 
towards the summit of 
French soccer. 

Alain Caveglia gave Lyon 
an early lead when he beat 
German goalkeeper And- 
reas Koqpke firom close 
range aftw taking a pass 
from France's Olympic 
striker Florian Maurice. 

Former Lyon midfielder 
Eric Roy, who joined Mar- 
seille in the off-season, 
equalised with a 30-metre 
kick in the 36tb 
minute. 

Substitute Marc Libbra 
added Marseille's third nine 
minutes from time after 
■‘being sent/ clear by 
"Pfedros-Marsfifllr^ietumed 
to the first division this sea- 


son afrer being relegated 
two years ago over the 
Valenciennes bribery scan- 
dal and being forced to stay 
down despite winning the 
second division in 1995 
because of financial irregu- 
larities. 

A long ball out of defence 
was he^ed on by Irishman 
Tony Cascarino to Grave- 
laine who lobbed the 
advancing Olmeta as 
Lechkov's intelligent sup- 
porting run deceived the 
defence. 

Roy shot his free kick to 
the right of the wall but a 
deflection on a Lyon 
defender wrong-footed for- 
mer Marseille goalkeeper 
Olmeta, who managed to 
get a hand to the ball after 
cha ng in g bis direction but 
could not prevent it going 
in. 

Marseille missed a great 
chance to go in ahead at 
half-time when Olmeta 
made a spectacular diving 
save to push out a header 
by Gravelaine afrer Lech- 
kov's corner to the far jpost 
bad been headed back mto 
the middle by Cascarino. 

On the half hour. 
Christophe Cocard put a 
good chance for Lyon just 


wide of the far post with a 
diagonal shot from the 
right. 

Marseille Captain Jean- 
Philippe Durand, sole sur- 
vivor of the club’s 1993 
European Cup-winning 
side, was on target with a 
shot which found Olmeta 
well positioned in the 40tb 
minute. 

The defence, with new 
Italian signings Alberto 
Maluschi and Ivan Frances- 
chini in the middle, we^- 
ered Lyon’s desperate late 
efforts to get back on level 
terms. 

Gravelaine said: ‘To start 
with a win over Lyon, and 
especially in that fashion is 
quite something. I think 
we'll have a great Marseille 
team this season.” 

Before the match. Robert 
Louis-Dreyfus. chairman of 
±e club’s main sponsor 
Adidas said be planned to 
take on the presidency of 
Marseille, vacant since ±e 
demise of the shamed 
Bernard Tbpie. 

At the same time, Mar- 
seille said they had sold all 
television rights for their 
matches in all competitions 
to the private French broad-, 
caster (2anal Plus. 


Dutch queen not amused by 
prince’s Olympic capers 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Queen Beatrix of 
the Netherlands is apparently not amused 
with her eldest son’s exuberant celebration 
of Dutch success at the recent Olympic 
Gaines. 

•Now the games are over Dutch newspa- 
pers have been focusing on her displeasure 
at royal heir Prince ^^em-Alexander’s 
unreal behaviour in Atlanta. 

Millions of Dutch television viewers saw 
the portly 29-year-old prince swept along 
in the Olynqiic excitement, rushing to hug 
and kiss Dutch medal-winners and joining 
in their improvised victory jigs. 

Opinion has been divided whether this 


was a refreshing display of spontaneity or 
an undignified lack of self-restraint by the 
future I^g. 

**His bel^viour did not show much class,” 
the former chairman of KLM Royal Dutch 
Airlines, Sergio Orlandini, told the best- 
selling newspaper De Tblegraaf. 

De V^Ikskrant, siding with tiie prince, 
said he remained a, boy at heart who could 
not keep his happiness to himself, when be 
saw his sporting heroes triumph, but added 
that not eveiytwdy was inclined to such a 
sympathetic view. 

“According to those who know such 
things, his mother is not amused.” it said. 


Rangers launch title bid with victory 


LONDON (AFP) — Scottish 
champions Glasgow Rangers 
had to fight ha^ for a 1-0 
victory over Raith Rovers as 
they launched iheir bid for a 
record-equalling ninth suc- 
cessive l^mier League title 
Saturday. 

Trevor Steveu grabbed 
what proved to be the winner 
in the 24th minute when he 
picked up a loose ball after 
Raith ‘keeper Scoa Thomson 
dropped a Joig Albertz cross. 

Rangers captain Richard 
Gough almost made it 2-0 in 
the second half, but his head- 
er from a Brian Laudrup cor- 


ner was punched onto the bar 
by Thomson. 

“The most important thing 
was to get a victory," said 
Rangers manager Walter 
Smith who admitted that his 
team's display was “nowhere 
near the level” of the 3-1 win 
over Russian champions Ala- 
nia Vladi-kavkaz in their 
midweek European Cup 
match. 

German Andreas Thom 
fired a last-gasp equaliser to 
give Celtic a share of the 


points in an action-packed 2- 
2 draw at Aberdeen. 

Dutchman Pierre Van 
Hooydonk put the visitors 
ahead in the 24th minute 
with a spectacular 30-yard 
shot into the top comer. 

But record £3.5 million 
buy Alan Stubbs was sent off 
in the 74th minute after foul- 
ing Aberdeen substitute Dun- 
can Shearer, and Dean Win- 
dass scored from the resul- 
tant penalty. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR 
FOR SALE 

Pajero 1 990 - 4x4 - V6 

For more information piease 
contact 823100 ext. 277 

Vilia in The Jordan Vaiiey 
For Saie 

In South Shuneh, 300 sq.m., 
including 3 master bedrooms and 
swimming pool. 

Attractive price 

If interested call 

079 - 22287 


New Super Deluxe Apartment 
(265 sq.m.) For Rent 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, big salon & 2 terraces, 3 
bathrooms, storage room, maid's room, central 
heating. Unfurnished. Second floor. 

Location: Um - Uthaina 

i If interested please call: 602810 

Executive Secretary Required 
To work at the head office of an industrial firm under 
the following conditions:- 

1- University degree in English language, fluent in 
spd<en and written English. 

2- At least 3 years experience. 

3- Excellent Arabic and English typing, computer skills. 

4- High standard capacity in employing computer 
programmes. 

Full time job - salary according to efficiency and 
qualifications. 

Send applications with CV along with a recent 
photo to P.O Box 921417, code number 11192 
addressed to the Director General within two weeks 
from this date . 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED AMRTMENTS 
Three bedrooms 
CH & telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 
Annual rent 
Tel: 667862 - 683443 



American Community School 

The official registration day for 
grades pre-kindergarten thru 12 at 
the American Community School for 
the 1996/97 school year will be on 
Tuesday, August 13, 1996 between 
9:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. at the school. 

For more information, please call 
813944/S Sunday - Thursday 
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liirkish premier visits Iran 
despite U.S. misgivings 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
l\irkey's pFO-lsIamic Prime 
Minister Necmetiin Eitakao 
arrived here Saturday on a 
thtee-dny official visit to 
Iran to &SCUSS polidcal and 
economic cooperatioa 
despite intense U.S. opposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Eibakao, on his first 
foreign visit since becoming 
prime minister in June, was 
accompanied by a high-rank- 
ing delegation, including 
Ddfence Minister 'niriian 
Tayan. He was greeted at the 
airport by Iranian Vice 
President Hassan Habibi. 

At a short press conference. 
Mr. Eri>akan commenced his 
lemarits with the name of 

God,'* in a marked departure 
from the secular tradition of 
modem Turkey. 

He said his trip ushered in a 
“new era in reladons" 
between the two Muslim 
neighbours. 'There is a 
potential to expand ties in all 
fields and we want to boost 
lies more than ever." 

The Hridsh premier is to 
bold talks on Sunday with 
Iran’s paramount leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
I^sident Ali Ald)ar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati. He will also meet 
businessmen at Iran's 
Chamber of Commerce. 

On Monday. Mr. Erbakan 
is expected to attend a press 
conference after signing a 
$20 billion deal to purchase 
Iranian natural gas. 

His trip has ^parked fierce 
opposition from Tlokey's 
ally in the Nordi Adandc 
Treaty Organisadon (NATO), 
the United States, which is 
seeking to isolate Iran, accus- 
ing it of sponsoring intema- 
tiimal te r rorism. 

“We have mode it very 


clear to the Tuddsh govern- 
ment that Iran is a state that 
should be isolated," U.S. 
State Deparonem 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said on Tuesday. “We will 
watch the development of 
this relationslup way careful- 
ly." 

But Me Ecbakan said his 
trip to Iran was Tiy no means 
against the United States. 
“Iran is a friend of Turkey 
and so is the United States. 
Our seeking better des with 
Iran has nothing to do with 
Washington’s policies and 
aims in the regions." 

The TWsh ptemier said 
he would discuss “peace and 
removing tension" from the 
region with Iranian officials 
as well as bilateral coopera- 
don in economic, commer- 
cial, technical and cultural 
fields. 

The natural gas agreement, 
which extends to 2020, calls 
for shipping four billion 
cubic metr^ of gas a year to 
7\irk^, and the constiucdon 
of pipi^es in Turkey and 
Iran. 

The United States warned 
Thikey on Friday that it may 
face sanctions under the 
Iran-Libya sanctions law if it 
signs the deal. 

But Turkisb sources said 
the contract was not covered 
by the American D' Amato 
law since it was a bilateral 


^reemeoc, not an invest- 
meoL 

Mr. Erbakan has so fiff 
on good terms widi 
Washinjgton. His government 
says its Iran deal would not 
come under ±e U.S. ban 
because it foresees Turkey 
constructing a gas pipeline 
on its own soil. 

'Ton have to read the U.S. 
dedsion very carefully," a 
senior lUrktsh energy official 


told Reuters. **AccoFding to 
this agreement we are mak- 
ing investmrats on our own 
tenitory." 

llie Kunfish issue is also 
er^)ected to be discussed in 
Tehran. 

The - priose mimster will 
win points with the staundily 
secular militaiy if - he man- 
ages to persu^ Tdnan to 
dgfaten tbe two countries' 
common border against 
incuisions into Turkey from 
Kuidisb Labour Pa^ 
(pi^) rebels, diplomats said. 

Trade between Turkey and 
Iran totalled some $960 mil- 
lion last year, two-thirds of 
which was made up of 
Iranian exports, namely 
petrol. 

Mr. Erbakan called on die 
two cooDCries to “wipe out 
the problem of terrorism in 
the region" while Mr. Habibi 
called for “secure bocdeis." 
Iran's Deputy Foreign 
Minister ABaedin Bumjer^ 
told AFP, that a Trrkish mili- 
tary mission had reported to 
Anakara afrer a nip on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
that it had found “no traces 
of PKK bases in Iran." 

The team scoured dre 
Iranian side of their common 
border near the northwestern 
lake of Orumiyeh but found 
no proof of rebel bases 
beloriging to tbe PKK, he 
told AFP. 

Pnevious Thiktrii govern- 
ments have accused fran and 
Syria of harbouring PKK 
rebels, who have wag^ a 12- 
year batde to establish as^ 
arate Kurdish homeland in 
soudieast Anatolia. 

Mr. Erbakan's visit to Iran 
is the first leg of a tour which 
will take him to Pakistan, 
Singapore, Malaysia and 
Indonesia between Aug. 12 
and Aug. 20. 


EU to discuss retaliation 


for U.S. Iran sanctions 


PARIS (R) — The 15 
European Union (EU) 
nations, strongly united 
against U.S. lejgislation to 
penalise foreign firms 
Investing in Iran and Libya, 
will discuss possible retalia- 
tion next month, European 
Commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan was quoted on 
Saturday as saying. 

Mr. Brittan told die French 
daily Le Figaro that the EU 
had planned retaliation last 
June to U.S. sanctions, later 
postponed, against firms 
doing business with Cuba 
in d^ance of a U.S. trade 
embargo. 

‘Tlris text can easily be 
adapted to the D'amato 
Law, but in this case ■ for- 
mal decisions have to be 
taken by the Council of 
(Foreign) Ministers in 
September,” he said. 

The so<aUed D'amato 
Law. signed by President 
Bill Clinton last Monday, 
specifies sanctions for for- 
eign companies making new 
investments of $40 n^on 
or more in oil or gas projects 
in Iran or Libya which 


Washington says are the 
world's leading state spon- 
sors of terrorism. 

The law has provoked 
protests by U.S. trading 
partners around tbe world, 
who say it violates the rights 
of foreign governments to 
make their own policy. 

The EU formally prorested 
to the U.S. State Department 
over ±e law this week, 
delivering a wanting it 
would defend its rights and 
interests. 

EU foreign ministers have 
given the European 
Commission the go-abe^ to 
prepare retaliatory action 
against the D'amato Law 
and a similar U.S. measure, 
the Helms-Burton Law, 
aimed at Cuba. 

Mr. Brittan, a long-serving 
member of the EU's execu- 
tive who is in charge of the 
bloc's trade exchanges, 
expressed doubt that imple- 
mentation of tbe D'amato 
Law could be posqxmed as 
the Helms-Buifon Law bad 
been." 

At the most. President 
Clinton has a raaigin of 


appreciation on some 
aspects of the law. But that 
' fiexibiliQ' is limited," be 
was quoted as saying. 

The D’amato Law allows 
Mr. Clinton to select two out 
of six possible sanctions or 
waive sanctions in certain 
cases, and Washington has 
voiced hopes that the United 
States and the £U could 
resolve the dispute throu^ 
quiet diplomacy. Mr. 
Brittan, a former British 
cabinet minister, said the 15 
EU partners would lemain 
firm when diey discuss con- 
crete steps against the 
D'amato ikw. 

‘1 noted at last June’s 
Council of Ministers meet- 
ing a real unity among the 
15 that 1 can descrite as 
exceptional given my expe- 
rience of European affairs," 
Mr. Brittan told Le Figaro. 

*T see no reason for tins 
unity to weaken," he 
added. 

Non-EU countries, includ- 
ing Australia, J^an and 
Cmada. have also criticised 
the laws. 


Zeroual ends latest talks on national forum 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual on Saturday wound 
up a second round of bilater- 
al talks with opposition lead- 
ers aimed at bringing them 
into a nationwide political 
forum. 

He met Sheikh Mahfoud 
Nahnah of the Movement of 
Islamic Society, who said 
afterwards there were still 
differences between his 
p^ and Mr. Zeroual. He 
did not, however, specify 
them. 

Mr. Nahnah obtained 25 
per cent of die vote in presi- 
dential elections late last 
year add his party holds two 
ministries in the govem- 
menL 

The c were the latest in 
series of meetings aimed at 
pushing for agreement on 
proposed refonns to hold 
general elections in 1997 
after a referendum to amend 
the Algerian constimtion. 

The dialogue, which 
excludes radical Islamists, 
has been maned recently by 
a rash of bomb attacl^ 


killing more than 20 in cof- 
fee shops and restaurants. 

An estimated 50,000 peo- 
ple have been kill^ in vio- 
lence since eariy 1992 when 
the authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) took a com- 
manding le^ 

Radical Islamists say there 
can be no solution to ffie vio- 
lence widiout their partidpa- 
tion. 

On Tuesday, the Socialise 
Forces Front (FFS) 
announced it was pulling out 
of the talks and would not 
take part in the national con- 
ference, which is due to take 
place by the end of summer 
on an as yet unspecified 
date. 

Tbe Movement for 
Democracy in Alg^ also 
hinted it will not join die 
fonim by annoiincing IMday 
that it would cot sit on com- 
missions charged with 
studying political parties and 
amendi^nts to electoral 
laws. 

Three other parties have 


agreed to take part in the 
forum as has the trade union 
UGTA after extracting a 
prorase of a conforrace 
decUcated to economic and 
sodal policies afterwards. 

Tbe other three parties ate 
the former ruling National 
Uberatum "Fmat, the Rally 
for Culture and Democracy 
azid tbe Islamic Renaissance 
Movement 

Hachemi Gierif, leader of 
the former communist 
Ettahaddi Movement met 
the president on Thursday 
and conditioned his partici- 
pation in the forum on Islam 
being derecognised as die 
state religion. 

Mr. Zeroual began his sec- 
ond round of bilateral talks 
<m August 3 after eaiiier 
meeting opposition leaders 
individually in April and 
May. He also organised a 
multilateral negotiations in 
July. 

He hopes to hold a referen- 
dum on the constitution by 
the end of the year and J^- 
islative and local elections m 
early 1997. 



HARE KRISHNA FOLLOWERS PARADE IN SOFIA: About 50 Bulgarian Hare Krishna 
followers parade through the streets of So^ on Saturday to marts the 100th anniversary of 
the birth ^ tbe sect’s founder. It is the first such procession by the sect in Bulgaria (Reuters 
photo) 


Syria’s 
air force 


threat to 

Israel 

-Jane’s 


LONDON (R) — Syria’s 
air force could pose a seri- 
ous threat to Israel because 
of its large inventory of 
combat aircraft, tbe author- 
itative London-based 
defence publishers Jane’s 
said on Friday. 

In a Jane’s 

Sentinel-East^ 
Mediterranean said that- 
while the Syrian air force 
lacked state-of-tbe-ajt 
technology, it was still 
capable ^ making a lethal 
strike. 

“Syria has a sizeable 
inventory of combat air- 
craft and a mass attack 
could allow it to tie up and 
saturate Israel’s air 
defences, allowing its for- 
midable fleet of SU-24 
fighter-bombers to make a 
damagiDg attack on a target 
such as Tbl Aviv," the 
report said. 

*Tt is clear that the capa- 
bility of tbe force goes far- 
beyond a defensive pos- 
ture,*’ it said. 

Israeli sources main- 
tained that Israel could 
neutralise Syria’s air 
defence system in 48 
hours, the report said. 

“Israeli sources believe 
that parts of the (Syrian Air 
Forces) computerised 
system sometimes fail to 
function and then have to 
be operated manually." it 
said. 

Jane’s said the Syrian air 
force had a cumbersome 
battle management struc- 
ture and few spare parts 
lacking some of the more 
advanced technological 
systems avail^le. 

“Syria has one of the 
most sophisticated Soviet- 
designed air defence sys- 
tems outside of the former 
Eastern bloc countries. 

However, it is not up to 
the standards of the most 
advanced air defence and 
sensor systems developed 
by the Soviets," it said. 

“But among the Arab 
states of the region, Syria 
was pre-eminent in terms 
of strategic weapooiy. 
Only Israel could claim to 
be more powerfol in this 
regard. 1b counter this. 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad is thought to be 
investing heavily in a pro- 
gramme to increase the 
countty's stock of weapons 
of mass destruction," it 
said. 

The report also said Syria 
was believed to have estab- 
lished "Scud” missile sites 
in underground bunkers 
which would be within 
easy range of Israeli forces 
on the Golan Heights. 


Pressure mounts on Croats to ditch 
mini-state before Geneva summit 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — 
Pressure mounted Saturday 
on Bosnian Croat nationalists 
to agree, before a summit 
meeting in Geneva 
Wednesday, to a plan to dis- 
mantle their separatist mini- 
st^ in southern Bosnia. 
Croatian radio said. 

The top U.S. official on 
Bosnia, John Komblum. said 
that the plan to dismantle tbe 
Croat statelet of Heizeg- 
Bosna must be finished by 
next Wednesday, when the 
Croatian. Bosnian and 
Serbian presidents are due to 
hold talks in Geneva, 
Croatian radio reported. 

Croatian Foreign Minister 
Mace Granic cold the Croatian 
news agency HINA the 
Croats bad to agree the plan 
with Bosnian Muslims that 
would dismamie tbe mitzi- 
state they set up in 1993. 

a dif^oce of just 
one day, he agreed with Nfr. 
Komblum. 

“We are going to do every- 
thing we can va get an agree- 
ment before Wednesday or 
during the Geneva summit, at 
the latest." he said 

Heizeg’Bosna is die name 
for tbe para-state thrown up 
by hardliDe separatist Croats 
in 1993 when they expeUed 
Muslims from areas in south- 
western Bosnia and strove to 
join with Croatia proper. 

Fightiag ensued until 
Wa^ingtoo ordered Zagreb 
to put an end to it in 19^, 
since when Muslims and 
Croats have joined forces in a 
shaky alliance. 

The Croats, who are in tbe 
minority in the federation, 
have b^n reluctant since then 
to ditch tiietr mini-state, 
where Croatian flags fly and 
the currency is that used over 


the official border in Croatia. 

The joint front, by 
Washington and Zagreb, 
came after several hours of 
closed-door oegotiatioos 
Saturday between 

Washmgtoo's envoy on tbe 
Balkans and Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman on 
the holiday island of Brioni, 
off the Croatian coast,- on 
Saturday. 

Tbe U.S. official has been 
in tbe region since Thursday 
attempting to lay die ground 
for the summit called ^ U.S. 
Secreta^ of State Warren 
Christoph^. 

Tbe summit comes one 
month to the day before 
Bosnia goes to die polls 
the first time since war broke 
out in 1992. 

The UN. special envoy on 
human rights on Saturday 
slammed Croatia’s treatment 
of its minorify Serb popula- 
tion and warned of buass- 
ment of voters ahead of 
Bosnia's upcoming polls. 

Elisabeth Rehn. speaking at 
a press conference in 
Sarajevo, said she was “very 
disappointed" with obstacles 
she said w'ere being posed by 
Zagreb for the return of tens 
of thousands of Serbs who 
fled a Doadan army offen- 
sive last year. 

The Ooatian and Serbian 
presidents agreed in talks this 
week to normalise relations 
on Augi^ 23 with the return 
to Cro^a of some of the tens 
of thousands of Serbs who 
fled to Serbia last year one of 
Serbia's key demands for the 
normalisation to go ahead. 

An official of the UJ4. 
High CommissioDer for 
Refugees (UIWCR) said 
Thursday in Belgra^ that 
Zagreb has been urged “so far 


without success" to accept 
back tbe 200,000 refugees 
from its Krajina region. 

UNHCR spokesman 
Marwan A1 Khoury said the 
situation of the 170,000 Serbs 
who had fled to Serbia from 
Croatia was “worsening" 
with many living in refugee 
centres, a^ said Zagreb was 
blocking their return with 
admioisirative hurdles. 

Ms. R^ui. in Sarajevo 
Saturday, agreed. “I am very 
disappoint^ with the fact 
that the return of Serbs is still 
very, very difficult," she said, 
adding tiiat threats to the esti- 
mated 10,000 Seibs who 
remained in Croatia “have 
been increasing all the time." 

The former Hnnish defence 
minister is on a tour of former 
'Yugoslavia and visited last 
week tbe former Krajina 
region of Croatia, which 
Croatian forces retook in 
Au^st last year from Serb 
rebels. 


MusUmS;. Croats fij^t 


Bosnian Muslims and 
Croats fou^t with sticks and 
stones in central Bosnia on 
Saturday after ethnic Cro^ 
blocked a planned Muslim 
religious festival near the 
town of Maglaj, a NATO 
spokesman said. 

“We have reports of fight- 
ing with sticks and rocks in 
and around Novi Seher, a few 
kilometres south of Maglaj." 
Major Brett Boudreau told 
Reuters. “We stopped 20 K> 
25 buses from moving north 
from Zenica to Maglaj when 
it became clear that an inci- 
dent was in progress. At one 
point we bad reports of as 
many as 200 people blocking 
the main road." 


Netanyahu does not know 
Mideast — Palestinian delegate 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel's new Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who liv^ for 
many years in tbe United 
States, does not know the 
Palestinians nor even tbe 
Israeli people, a senior 
Palestixuan official said in an 
interview broadcast 

Saturday. 

Hassan Asfour. coonfrna- 
tor of the peace negotiations 
with Israel, told anny radio: 
“I think tiiac Mr. Bibi 
(Netanyahu’s familiar name) 
doesn't know the area and 
doesn't know tbe pwple, 
and not only tbe PaJestinians 
... I believe that he also does- 
n’t kaow the Israeli pe^le." 

“We need a prime minister 
to in the area, not in 
America," Mr. Asfour said, 
“TO un^rstand the mentality 
of the people here, not only 
the mentality of the 
American people or the 
Jewish Americans." 

The negotiations on a per- 
manent setiJensent between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
have been at a standstill 


since the right-wing Lll rrid 
government come to power 
in tbe May 29 election. 

Mr. Netanyahu has not yet 
met Ml Yasser Arafat, and 
recently postponed a 
planned meeting between 
the Palestinian leader and 
Israeli Defence Minister 
'Yitzhak MordechaL accus- 
ing tbe Patestinians of vio- 
lating tiie interim agreemenu 

Mr. Asfour said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s advisor Mr. 
Dors Gold was not “a suit- 
able person to (hold) contact 
with the Palestinians," 
because he “looks on the 
Palestinians as enemies." 

'^aybe he can be a good 
person to do lectures," Mr. 
Asfour quipped, in a refer- 
ence to tte envoy’s academ- 
ic background. 

The army radio reporter is 
one of a group of Israeli 
jouniah'sts visiting the Gaza 
Strip to meet Palestinian 
officials. 

The reporters were also to 
have met tiieir Palestinian 
couQtoparts Saturday, but 
the Palestinian Journalists 


Association (PJA) cancelled 
the meeting, as a protest 
against the Israeli govern- 
ment's refusal to allow 
to move freely between the 
Gaza Strip and tbe West 
Bank, and inside Israel. 

Israel imposed a blockade 
on the Palestinian areas in 
F^ru^ after 59 people 
died in a series of bomb 
attacks by militants in Israeli 
cities. 

As a result of tbe closure. 
West Bank repoiters 
employed in East Jerusalem 
newspapers cannot get to 
their jobs, and Palestinian 
reporters have been unable 
to cover major events in 
Israel such as tbe elections. 

“The Israeli journalists 
have to put more pressure on 
the IsTMli government, to 
allow Palestinian journalists 
to do their job m the West 
Bank and Israel, just as 
Israeli journalists can come 
treely to Gaza and do their 
job," Zakariyyeh A1 Talmas 
secretary of the PJA. told the 

Associated Press. 



UAE man, 135, 
dies after first 
doctor visit 


Fergie blocks 
kiss-and-tell book 


after her separation from 
Prince Andrew. Qa^t 


Elizabeth's second son. 


Hungarian comes 
2nd in violin 


competition 


SION, Switzerland (AFP) 
— Hungarian Jozsef Lend- 
vay took second prize in 
the 30ih Tlbor Varga Inter- 
national Violin Competi- 
tion here but no first prize 
was awarded because 
judges felt no candidate 
deserved it, organisers said 
Saturday. Ayana Ito from 
Japan took third prize in 
the competition held from 
August 2 to 9, with the par- 
ticipation of 67 entrants 
from 24 countries. 


China finds new 
diagnosis for 
schizophrenia 


P 


tans ft 


.. r..-' me 


DUBAI iR) — A new^- 
per said Saturday United 
Arab Emirates' oldest man 
died days after his first visit 
to a doctor at the age of 
135. Gulf News said Obaid 
Mubarak Ben Suwaidan 
Bal Jaflah's health began to 
deteriorate a week ago. 
"Only then was he forced 
to see a doctor. He had ^ 
never visited one before,'’ 
it said. The former desert 
tracker died on Aug. 6 in . 
Dubai. The paper said at 
135 he was the oldest man 
in the UAE since Ali Matar 
Ben Ghurair died last 
month at 136. The Guin- 
ness Book of Records re- 
cognises Frenchwoman 
Jeane Calment as the oldest 
person in the world wi± a 
birth certificate proving 
she is 121. 



LONDON (R) — Duchess 
of York Sarah Ferguson, 
nicknamed “Feigie” by 
Britain's tabloid press, has 
won a court injunction pre- 
venting publication of a 
kiss-and-tell book about , 
her relationship with Arne- 0 
rican businessman John 
Bryan. The divorced wife 
of Prince Andrew, who 
four years ago was pictured 
cavorting topless with Mr. 
Bryan, was granted the 
injunction Friday against 
the proposed book, which 
publishers described as “an 
explosive accounf' of their 
relationship. Fergie Her 
Secret Life was to have 
been written by Allan 
Starkie, a former friend of 
Mr. Bryan's. Mr. Bryan 
himself was declared baaik- 
rupt by a London court this 
week in an action bought 
by the Duchess of York's 
sister. Fergie has never 
been able to live down the 
worldwide publication in 
1992 of pictures showing 
Mr. Bryan sucking her toes 
at a French villa shortly 




BELTING (AFP) — Chi- 
nese psychiatrists claim 
that paLoi reading has given 
them another tool in the 
frequently hazy diagnosis 
of schizophrenia, Xinhua 
reported Wednesday. Their 
method does not rely on i 
predictions of the fiitons 
but a careful examination 
of the texture of the palms, 
particularly uneven creases 
on the palm and disordered 
wrinkles on finger prints. 
“Because the h uman ner- 
vous System and skin de- 
velop together, any abnor- 
mality of the nervous sys- 
tem should appear on tee 
skin,” said Feng Zbiyingi 
head of the research faculO' 
at Tianjin Hospital. He told 
the news agency tbat re- 
sults of a l&year study of 
275 schizophrenics, whidi 
used 275 healthy people as 
a control, found a high rate 
of disordered wrinkles in 
those who had been diag- 
nosed schizophrenic. The 
rate was 40.4 per cent in 
females and 11.7 per cent 
in males compared to. 
irer cent and 4.8 per cent in I 
the control group. Mr. Ffeng 
said he used the method to 
correct the mis-diagnosis 
of a SO-year-old patient 
who was classified as 

schizophrenic. 
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